CONVENTION OF LOME

— ACP-EEGC

PRESS RELEASE

AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
GROUP OF STATES THE COUNCIL
ACP/21/025/84 : ACP-CEE/2256/84

Lomé, 8 December 1984

The third ACP-EEC Convention of Lomé between the African,
Caribbean and Pacific States and the European Economic Community
was signed on 8 December 1984 at a ceremony presided over by
H.E. General Gnassingbe EYADEMA, President of the Republic of
Togo at the "Maison du Rassemblement du Peuple Togolais" in Lomé.
This Convention, which must undergo the procedures for ratiiication
by the Signatory States and conclusion by the Community, follows
the second ACP—EEC Convention which was also signed in Lomé on

31 October 1979 and which expires on 28 February 1985.

On the occasion of the signing of this new Convention,
addresses - the texts of which are contained in Annexes I to IV -
were giveh by Mr Peter BARRY, President of the Council of the
European Communities, Mr Rabbie NAMALIU, President of the Council
of ACP Ministers, Mr Gaston THORN, President of the European

Commission and General Gnassiaﬁé'EYADEMA, President of the
Republic of Togo.

The third ACP-EEC Convention was signed by the following

Plenipotentiaries:

Presse 211 - G


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Note
Completed set by collsvs

collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Note
Completed set by collsvs

Barbara
Rectangle

Barbara
Sticky Note
Completed set by Barbara

User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle


- on behalf of the Member States of the European Economic
Community:

for the Kingdom of Belgium: Mr Francois-~Xavier DE DONNEA,
State Secretary,
Development Co-operiation

for the Kingdom of Denmark: Mr Knud-Erik TYGESEN,
State Secretary,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

for the Federal Republic v

-of Germany - : Mr Peter SCHOLZ,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Federal
Republic of Germany to the
Togolese Republic

Mr Volkmar KOHLER,

Parliamentary State Secretary to the
Federal Minister for Economic
Co-operation

for the Hellenic Republic : Mr Théodoros PANGALOS,
State Secretary;
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

for the French Republic : Mr Claude CHEYSSON,
Plenipotentiary

Mr Christian NUCCI,

Minister responsible to the Minister
for External Relations,

Responsible for Co-operation and
Development

for Ireland : Mr Jim O'KEEFFE,
Minister of State at the Department
of Foreign Affairs

for the Italian Republic : Mr Mario FIORET,
Under Secretary of State,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

for the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg : Mr Robert GOEBBELS,
State Secretary,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
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for the Kingdom of the

Netherlands

for the United Kingdom

Mr W.F. VAN EEKELEN,
State Secretary,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Mr Timothy RAISON,

Minister of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs,
Minister for Overseas Development

- on behalf of the Council and the Commission of the European Communities

- Mr Peter BARRY,

- Mr Gaston THORN,

for Antigua and Barbuda

for the Bahamas

for Barbados

for Belize

for the People's Republic

of Benin
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Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ireland
President-in-0ffice of the Council
of the European Communities

President of the Commission
of the European Communities

on behalf of the African, Caribbean and Pacific States:

Mr Ronald SANDERS,

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Head of the
Mission of Antigua and Barbuda
to the European Communities

Mr Richard C.DEMERITTE,
High Commissioner to
the United Kingdom

Mr H.B. St JOHN,

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Trade, Industry and
Tourism

Mr Rudolph I. CASTILLO,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Head of the
Mission of Belize to the
European Communities

Mr Soulé DANKORO,
Minister for Trade, Craft Trades
and Tourism
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for the Republic of Botswana

for Burkina Faso

for the Republic of Burundi

for the United Republic of
Cameroon

for the Republic of Cape Verde

for the Central African
Republic

for the Islamic Federal Republic

of the Comoros

for the People's Republic’
of the Congo

for the Republic of the
Ivory Coast

for the Republic of Djibouti

for Dominica

for Ethiopia
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Mrs G.K.T. CHIEPE,
Minister for Foreign Affair:

Mr Youssouf OUEDRAOGO,
Minister for Planning and
Social Development

Mr Stanislas MANDI,
Minister of the Presidency
responsible for relations
with the National Assembly

Mr Youssoufa DAOUDA,
Minister of State for Plann ng
and Regional Development

Mr Silvino DA LUZ,
Minister for Foreign Affair:

Mr Guy DARLAN,

High Commissioner for P.
responsible for Economic a..
Financial Co-operation

Mr Yahaia DJAIMADAR,
Roving Ambassador and
Plenipotentiary

Mr Pierre MOUSSA,
Minister for Planning

Mr Abdoulaye KONE,
Minister for Economic Affairs
and Finance

Mr Ahmed Ibrahim ABDI,
Ambassador Extraordinary an
Plenipotentiary, Head of th:
Mission of the Republic of
Djibouti to the Euyropean
Economic. Community

Mr Romeo Arden Coleridge
SHILLINGFORD

High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom

Mr Tjigu MERSIE,
Minister responsible for
General ' anning
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for Fiji

for the Gabonese Republic

for the Republic of Gambia

for the Republic of Ghana

f'or Grenada

for the Republic of Guinea

for the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau

for the Republic of

Fquatorial Guinea

for the Co-operative Republic
of Guyana

for Jamaica
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Mr J.D.V. CAVALEVU,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary,

Head of the Mission of Fiji
to the European Communities

Mr Pascal NZE,
Minister for Planning and
Regional Development

Mr Sheriff Saikouba STSAY,
Minister of Finance and Trade

Mr Kwesi BOTCHWEY
Secretary for Finance and
Economic Planning

Mr Oswald Moxley GIBBS,
High Commissioner of Grenad:
to the United Kingdom

Mr Fode Momo CAMARA,
Minister for International
Co=-operation

Mr Bartolomeu SimSes PEREIR.
Minister for Economic Co=-or
Planning and International
Co-operation

Mr Yortunato NZAMBI MACHINDI
Minister for Industry, Trade
and Industrial Promotion

Mr Harold SAHADEO,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Head of the
Mission of Guyana to the
European Communities

Mr E. Frank FRANCIS,
Permanent Secretary,
Ministry for Foreign Affair:
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for the Republic of Kenya : Mr E. MWANGALE,
Minister for Foreign Affair;

for the Republic of Kiribati : Mr Timothy RAISON,
Minister of State for Forei n
and Commonwealth Affairs,
Minister for Overseas Devel spment,
of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

for the Kingdom of Lesotho : Mr K.T. MAPHATHE,
Minister of Transport and
Communications

for the Republic of Liberia : Mr Emmanuel O. GARDINER,

Minister of Planning and
Economic Affairs

for the Democratic Republic
of Madagascar : Mr Georges Yvan SOLOFOSON,
Minister for Trade

for the Republic of Malawi : Mr E.C. Katola PHIRI,
Minister of Trade, Industry
and Tourism

for the Republic of Mali : Mr Alioune Bondin BEYE,
Minister for Forelgn Affair:
and International Co-operat ' on

for the Islamic Republic of

Mauritania : Mr Ahmed OULD MINNIH,
Member of the Military Comn ‘ttee
for National Safety, Minist r
for Foreign Affairs and
Co-operation

for Mauritius : Mr Nunkeswarsingh DEERPALSINGH,
Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Natural Resources

for the People's Republic : Rei Baltazar dos SANTOS ALVZES,
of Mozambique Minister for Financial Affairs
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for the Republic of Niger

for the Federal Republic of N:.geria:

for the Republic of Uganda

for Papua New Guinea

for the Republie of Rwanda

for St Christopher and Nevis

for Saint Lucia

for Saint Vincent and
Grenadines

for Western Samoa

for the Democragic Republic of
Sac Tomé and Principe

for the Republic of Senegal
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Mr Almoustapha SOUMAILA,
Minister responsible to the
Prime Minister for Planning

Mr Job IROHA,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary

Mr Henry Milton MAKMOT,
Deputy Minister of Finance

Mr Rabbie L. NAMALIU,
Minister for Foreign Affuirs
and Trade

Mr Ambroise MULINDANGABC,
Minister for Planning

Mr Claudiuys C. THOMAS,
Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary, Head

of the Mission of Saint Lucia
to the European Communities

Mr Claudius C. THOMAS,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary,
Head of the Mission of
Saint Lucia to the
European Communities

M Claudius C. THOMAS,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary,
Head of the Mission of
Saint Lucia to the
European Communities

Mr Tuilaepa SAILELE,
Minister for Financial Atfairs

Mr Carlos Alberto TINY,
Minister for Co-operaticn

Mr Abdourahmane TOURE,
Minister for Trade
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for the Republic of the Seychelles:

for the Republic of Sierra Leone

for the Solomon Islands

for the Democratic Republic o
Somalia

for the Democratic Republic
of Sudan

for the Republic of Suriname

for the Kingdom of Swaziland

for the United Republic of
Tanzania

for the Republic of Chad
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Mr Calyxte D'OFFAY,

Ambascador Lxtraordinuary and
Plenipotentiary,

Director for External Retlations

Mr Salia JUSU-SHERIFF,
Minister of Development nind
Economic Planning

Mr Timothy RAISON,
Minister of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs, Minister for
Overscas Development,

of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and
Northern lreland

Mr Mohamed Omar GIAMA,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary,
Representative of the
Somali Democratic Republic
to the EBuropean Communities

Mr MOHAMED EL HASSAN AHM'D
EL HAG,

Minister of the Presiden-y
for Secretariat General
Affairs

Mr Imro K. FONG POEN,
Minister of Transport,
Trade and Industry

Mr Mhambi M. MNISI
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Mr Kighoma A. MALIMA,
Minister for Planning ari
Economic Affairs

Mr Amos REOULENGAR,
State Secretary, Economi:
Affairs and Trade
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the Republic of Togo

the Kingdom of Tonga

the Republic of Trinidad
Tobagc

Tuvalu

the Republic of Vanuatu

the Republic of Zaire

the Republic of Zambia

the Republic of Zimbabwe

Mr Yaovi ADODO,
Minister for Planning o
Industry

HRH Crown Prince TUPOUTO'A,
Minister for Foreign ACt.dirs
and Defence

Mr Desmond CARTEY,
Minister of Industry,
Commerce and Consumer Afiairs

Mr J.D.V. CAVALEVU,
Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary, Head of the
Mission of Fiji to the
European Communities

Mr Sela MOLISA,
Minister for Foreign Aff:irs
and Trade

Mr LENGEMA DULTIA YUBASA “AKANGA
State Secretary,

International Co-operation

Mr Leonard.s. SUBULWA,
Minister of Commerce and
Industry

Mr R.C. HOVE,
Minister of Trade and Coimerce
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NNEX T

CHEECK AGAINST DELIVE=

Address oy Mr Peter EFarry, T.D. Minister for

Foreign Affairs of Ireland and President of the

Council of Ministers cf the European Community

on the occasion of the Signature of the

Third Lomé Convention

Lomé, Toga i 8 December 158-
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Mz Presiden. of tne Consultative Assembly and of the
European Parliament,

Distinguished Ministers and Colleagues,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great honour and privilege for me as President
of the Council of Ministers o:f the European Community and as
Foreign Minister cf Ireland to inaugurate here in Lomé a new
period of co-operation between the countries of Africa, the
Caribbean and the Pacific, and the European Community and its

Member States.

It seems to have become nart of our tradition that at
the end of long and difficult negotiations we return to Lomé
for the signature of the Conv:intion. The warmth of the welcome
which we have received from yosu, Sir, and from the Governmenst
and people of Togo has tcuched us all deeply and has given to
this solemn occasion a unigue atmosphere of friendship and
nope which can only serve to strengthen further the special
tonds between Zurope and the iACP States. It is that
reilationshilp, without parallel in the world, and symbolised
by the Lomé Convention, which we are celebrating here today.

This is the third occasiin that we have come together
in this enchanting town to reanew in your presence, Sir, a
pact of hope and solidarity oc=2tween Europe and her partners
in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. It is also the
third time that it falls to my own country, Ireland, to have

the honour of leading the delsgation from the European Community.
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My Prime Minister, Dr Garret FITZGERALD who signed the First
Conventlon almost 10 years ago as Ireland's then Foreign
Minister, and who is currently the President of the Zuropear
Council, has asked me to confirm to you on behalf of tne
Heads of Ltate and Government of the Zuropean Ccmmunity who

met in Dublin earlier this week, the political importance which

they attacn to the development of ACP-EEC relations.

The negotiation, in the space of a little more than 2a
year, of a complex and technical Convention, covering a troai
range of issues and sectors, 1s a remarkable achievement. It
would certainly not have been possible without the determination,
pragmatism and inspiration of our negotiators, who, from the
ousset, made 1t clear that failure could not be countenanced
and who recognised that it would not be accepted by our peoples.
It would be impossible for me to thank them all individually.
Hewever, I must pay tribute to my co-President for the last
few months, Minister NAMALIU of Papua New Guinea, who led
the AC? States through the final stages cf the negotiaticn
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in 2 most distinguished and azuthoritative manner.
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predecesscr, the Ceputy Prime Minister of Jamaicza, Mr SH

53]
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who unfortunately cannct be with us today, made a major
contribution to the success ¢f our work during the first half
of the year as did his predecessor as President of the ACP,
Minister MOGWE of Botswana at the start c¢f the negotiations.

On the European Community side, allcocw me to pay tribute
to a man who regrettably is rnot here today but without whom

we would possibly not be here ourselves - zZdgar PISANI.
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His c¢harm and humour, his intellectual integrity imbued
with humanity, his command of detail in dealing with the most
complex and sensitive issues: these have been qualities which
I have greatly admired. His country and Government have
recognised them too and I am certain that I speak for you 21l
when I express the hope that his mission to New Caledonia
will prove as successful as his work with us.

Great upheavals in history place major options before
leaders and statesmen. Upon their choice the course of events
depends. Thus, in the aftermath of the Second World War, six
European States choose to lay aside their rivalries and quarrels.
Similarliy, following decolonisation, 18 sovereign, independent
States of Africa choose the path of co=-operaticn and inter-
dependence to develop and organise their relations with the
emerging Zurcpean Community. A quarter of a century later,
€6 ACP States have participated in the negotiations for the
renewal of the Convention with a Communizy of 10 Member States,
socn to te enlarged to 12. The Zurocopean Community, which
welcomed the participation of Angola and Mozambique in the
negotiations, is particularly pleased to count Mozambique as
on of the signatories. If Angola decides %o accede tc the
Convention, she too will be assured of an equally warm welcone.
I also express the wish that in the near future we will be
able to add one more signatory to cur Convention, that of an
independent Namibia.

ACP-EEC co-operation now brings togetner more than hal?

the members of the United Nations. Wnat other Instrument has

so helped to change the nction of co-operation between industrialis
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and developing countries? As we said in the Suva Declaracticn

-

the different Conventions which have over several decades
associated independent African, Caribbean and Pacific countries
with the European Community, have allowed us to build up

a uniqus system of co-operation of the highest political
significance and which we regard as our common heritage. We
have founded this common heri_tage on a number of fundamental
principles which guarantee i%s value and its strength. They
are interdependence, mutual :nterest, respect for each other's
sovereignty, equality between partners and the right of

each State to determine 1ts own political, social, cultural and

economic policy opticens.

3eyond these basic principles, the Convention of Lcmé
which includes more than nhal’ of the poorest countries on %tre
planet, 1s above all an act of solidarity aimed at improving

the economic circumstances ¢’ millions ¢f men, women and children

Hdere on African soil, we cannot but tTe acut
s co

ct
Y

2 tragedy which is afflict .ng parts of thi
isis whicn nhas befallen many African peoples, particularly
ir the Sanel, in the Horn of Africa and most recently in Eth
nas awoken the sympathy and compassion of the Governments ard
peoples of all countries. The impact on Zurope of felevisic
pictures showing the terrible plight of starving pecple, mary
of them children, has provoked a response from our societies
without parallel in recent ¢ .mes. Private individuals and
organisations, governments ard international bodies and groups
of countries working togethe: have begun <o motilize and
cc-crdinate their efforts to see what effective action can te

taken to alleviate the situa:ion.
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We, the Community and its Member States, are examining
at this very moment what additional help we can give over the
soming weeks and months to the famine-stricken regions of this
aontinent. We are also endeavouring to co-crdinate our actions
with those of other countries and organizations. The bonds of
common humanity when confronted by images such as those I have
just described, transcend al.. the differences which at times
divide us. We will strive, to the utmost of our ability to
support the efforts of Africen countries to meet what the
Resolution on the critical economic situation in Africa, adopted
this week by the UN General .ssembly, has described as the "dual
challenge of survival and development”.

The nost immediate prob.em in Africa is that of hunger.
The first priority must ther:fore be action to enable Africa
to feed her people. We cannot control the climatic conditicns
which determine good or bad harvests. We can, however, ensure
that through our co-cperatioci, the efforts of the African
countries themselves - and tiey are considerable - receive the
necessary financial and techiical support £o enable them to
achleve greater foad self-reliance than before., It is for
that reason that we have placed agricultural development and
fcod security at the forefroat of our objectives for the next
five years of ACP-EEC co-~operation. We will attempt to tackle
the problems in this sector in a more comprehensive and integrated
way than in the past. We will seek tc develop food strategies
with the full co-operation ol your Governments so that the zmoun
of imported food will gradually bte replaced by local, rational
production. For the first time in the history of our co-cperation
we will begin to examine how best to fight and win the battle

ACP-CEE/Z2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEX 1)
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against drought and desertification. Financial resources

will be made available to tackle the alarming environmental
deterioration. In addition, we will pay more attention to

the social and ecological impact of our actions in the agri-
cultural and industrial sectors. We have also committed curselves
to exploiting alternative food sources and I am thinking
particularly of the [isheries sector.

These then must be our objectives in the medium and lorg
term. They are noble and worthwhile aims. Their realizaticn
will depend on the spirit of co-operation in which they are
pursued. That spirit, as far as we are concerned, has a name -
it is cne Spirit of Lomé,

In the objectives of the Convention we agreed to put men
at the centre of our action. Whatever his situation, man has
the right to respect for his dignity and person. FHe has the
right to l1ife and to hope. Regardless of race, religion or
culture, he must be the actor and the teneficiary of the
development process. That 1s the ultimate gocal of our co-crerat”
and tecause we jointly believe it to be so, we have duly re’lecte
it in the text of our Convention. We have alsco agreed to give
a more human dimension to what has essentially been an ecoromic
and commercial relationship by adding a chapter on cultural and
social co-coperation. We hope that this new dimension to our
co-operation will lead to a greater mutual understanding between
our peoples and an increased awareness of their customs and
traditions. We firmly believe that it is only by developing
understanding and knowledge that we can begin to eliminate
intolerance and prejudice wherever it is found.

84 (Presse 211) (ANNEX I) Y




The sytematic discrimination of apartheid in Scuth Afri-:
and the delay in ending South Africa'’s 1llegal occupation of
Namibia are continuing causes of concern %o the Tan Member States
of the Community. Individually and collectively, the Ten nav:
expressed their abhorrence of and cpposition to Sout
apartheid policy. We reject zpartheid in all its forms and we

ol el

h A 3
shall continue our pressure or South Africa to abandeon this

inequitous system.

The Eurcpean Community and its Member States have supporsed
and will continue to support the Namibian people, particularly
through the United Nations Institute for Namibia. I take this
opporstunity to re-state the wi.llingness of the Community and
the Member States to assist in the development of a free and

independent Namibia.

The Second Lomé Convention has but 2 few months to run.
Curing its life-span, the intarnational economic situation cculd
not have been more depressing. The recession of 1980-1983
was the longest in fifty years and its =ffects on the economies
cf develcped and developing countries continue to be felt. In
many industrialised countries increased unemployment and fallirg
investment have resulted from the absence of economic growth.

decline in trade, and pressure on interrational financial systems,
have exacerbated the situaticn, forcing many governments “o zadort
short-term measures as they faought to protect their economies
from the worst of the economi: turbulence. In an interdependent
world, the predominance of the industrialized countries in the
world economy and the consequences of their econemic difficulties
have had an even more serious effect on the economies of

developing countries. These countries have also had to contend
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with the ever-increasing burcen of debt caused by spiraliing
intersst rates. For developing countries, many of which traie
almost solely in commodities, the effects of the recession
have reached critical proportions.

What of the future? Wil the infternational economic
environment become less harsh. during the l1ife of the Third
Lomé Convention? It is perhaps too early to state confidently
that better times are on the way. It is certainly true that
all the indicators show that recovery is indeed new underway in
the North. Renewed economic growth has been confirmed althcugh
it is still modest in compar:.son to earlier periods. More encouragi-
has been the improvement in world trade last year with a similar
trend evident for this year. This should have a significant impact
on the developing countries. For the ACP States, the strenghtened
trade gprovisions of the new Jlonvention should 2nable many of you
to take full advantage of this better trading climate.

This is just one exampl: of how the European Community
and its Member States can contribute through the instruments of
our Convention to the economic develcpment of our ACP partners.
I must stress, however, that it is only a contribution. The
Lomé Convention does not provide answers to all gquestions ard it
cannot invent solutions to erery problem. I can state however,
that as far as we are conceried, it is a genuine attempt <o
tackle some of the most serisus problems confronting develoring
countries today. A significant amount of financial resources,
which covers all the ACP Sta:zes which participated in the
negotiation, whatever the date of their accession to the
Convention, and which also ajticipates the enlargement of tie
Community to include Spain aid Portugal, has been provided to
implement the Convention. No doubt some would say that desp te
the budgetary constraints confronting the Member States, th-
Community could have done ev:n more. At a time, however, when

there is so0 much hesitation
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in the North-South Dialogue - the reconstitution of IFAD and
menT

IDA spring to mind - should we rnot take scme encourage
from the successful outcome of cur deliberaticns?

Mr President of the Republic,

S
Distinguished Delegates,

The Convention which we sign here today not only will have

more signatories but it 1s also broader and deeper than its
predecessor. It provides us with new areas for co-operation
and poses new challenges. We have concluded the first stage

of our work in a spirit of hope and solidarity. We must now

go forward together with convic-ion and determination to ersure
that in the years ahead we can 1eet the cbjectives we have set

ourseives.

Thank you.
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ANNEX IT

8th December 1984.
EWC/3b

STATEMENT BY THE ACP PRESIDENT AT THE SIGNING OF

THE THIRD CONVENTION OF LOME - LOME, TOGO, 8.12.84
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Your Excellency, General Gnassingbe EYADEMA
President and Founder of the Union of Togolese People
and President of the quolase Republic,

‘. . - . ! R e R R

Mr President-in- -Office of the Counc11 of Ministers of
the European Economic Communlty,,

President of the Commission ofépng{gggqggan:CQqunity,
Presidents of the ACP/§§§ Consultative Assembly,
Honourable Ministers,

Distinguished Delegate§,

Distinguished Guest§,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEX II)
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Mr. President,

On 28th February 1975, at your kind invitation, repre-
sentatives of some fifty-five countries assembled here in
Lomé, Togo, to breathe lifexinto a body of cooperative
arrangements which they had been negotiating over the
previous two years. Today, nearly ten years later, it

is for me, in my capacity as President of the Council

of Ministers of the ACP Group of States, a signal honour
and privilege - and indeed a joy - to participate among
representatives of seventy-~five countries, in this the

second renewal of that historic undertaking, namely

the signing of an ACP/EEC Cynvention in Lomé.

Your distinguished Excellency, Mr. President éf the’
Republic of Togo, General Eyadama, the ACP pays to you

the greatest homage aaa gratitude for your continudng
efforts fixr the advancement of ACP/EEC Cooperation.

To you, to your Government and to your People, we extend
our deepest appreciation for the warm and fraternal welcome
which we have received, for the generous hospitality

which has been accorded us, and for the abundant facilities

put at our disposal for the effective pursuit of our work.
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These visits to this historic city of Lomé have become
for us a veritable pilgrimmage, symbolising the renewal
of our faith in international economic cooperation.
Between developed and developing countries, Lomé has
indeed become a symbol oé international cooperation
virtually the sole beacon in an otherwise dark and unlit

sea, strewn with unfulfilled hopes.

In a situation where, for example, regretfully the Global
Rounds of Negotiations never got rolling, the GATT
Ministerial Meeting could only reaffirm opposition to
risirg protectionism while many countries simultaneously
proceeded apace with rising protectionism, and UNCTAD VI
could only manage to set work programmes for the future,
it would be false modesty on our part not to admit that
i n such an international climate, despite its obvious
deficiencies, the results of efforts of the ACP Group
and of the EEC at development cooperation, do justify

some mocdest measure of satisfaction,

That approach has seen a healthy growth in the ACP Group,
from 46 countries in 1975 o 65 countries today. Mr.
President, this process of growth in the ACP famiiy

took a particularly happy turn since our arrival in Togo,
for this very week the ACP Council of Ministers unanimously
agreed to Mozambique's application to become a member
of the ACP Group and Mozambique will be signing the new ___

Convention here with us today.
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Mr. President, we are all indeed very happy to welcome
Mozambique into its rightful place in the»ACP family.
Since we signed the second;Lomé Convention in 1979, the
EEC has itself experienced some enlargement with the
accession of Greece to the European Economic Community.
They have already made their mark in these negot}ations
and we are happy to see them here today for the first

time at the signing ceremony. We look forward to the

~entry of Spain and Portugal, bringing in its wake its

own beneficial effects to our cooperation .

Mr. President, as our cooperation enlarges through the

admission of new memter states and the inclusion of new zreas

of cooperation an ircreasing responsibility falls on us.
not only for the well-being of our own peoples but also
to provide én.example to the entire international
community. For make no mistake about it, we are a
microcosm of that world community. A simple look at
our negotiations for this new Convention, for example,
gives a veritable mflection of our international
character. The nego:iations were started by EEC . and

ACP Presidents from Greece and Botswana respectively;

they were signifiéantly advanced by EEC and ACP

Presidents from France and Jamaica respectively;

and they were concluded by EEC and ACP Presidents
from Ireland and Papua New Guinea respectively.
And, Mr. President, if we were to include in this

analysis our Ambassadorial Chairmen the international
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character of our Group and consequent worldwide
responsibilicy becomes more evident.

Mr President, ;

All evaluatis-s of our cooperation as embodied in

Lomé I and Lomé II suggest that significant improve-

ments were recessary in the structure and implementation
of the future Convention, if it were to make a significant
contribution in the face of the continuing international

economic crisis which is generally acknowledged as the

worst the wecrld has seen in the last half of a century.
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It is with this realisation uppermost in mind that we
commenced our negotiations in October 1983 in an
atmosphere of continuing difficult economic circumstarces

for our partners in the Community as well.

The negotiations proved to be more difficult and protracted
than any of its predecessors. No other Lomé Convention
took six Ministerial level meetings before being finalised.
In the end, however, the dictates of mutual self-interest
and interdependence which characterise the economic
relations between the EEC and the ACP States prevailed

and the Third ACP/EEC Convention is ready for signing

in Lomé today.

In the course of arriving at a jointly agreed Convention
a number of key issues emerged, none more contentious
than the corncept of policy dialogue and the ques:ion of
human rights. To the ACP, the former characterises

a method of cooperation by which indepth dialogue and
agreements on ACP States' sector policies and programmes
would become a prerequisite for Community financial
assistance in the particular sector. The ACP rejected
what they saw as too great a measure of involvement

by the EEC in their domestic policies and programmes,
and the implied conditionality in gaining access td the
financial resources under the Convention. These were
not consistent with agreement between sovereign states.
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In the end, a modus vivendi was found by which the
desiderata of consultation, efficiency and accountability were
accomodated without any excessive notion of conditionality

and Community intervention.

The ACP States have jealously guarded their sovereignty
while advancing the scope for improving efficacy in

financial cooperation.

The question of human rights was present in ACP/EEC
Negotiations since Lomé II. Then, the matter was
resolved by both Presidents making public declarations
on this guestion at the signing ceremony of Lomé II.

On that occasion, the ACP President said, inter alia,f
 5§Hd'I,;:qte "every signatory state here‘todéy iS’a 

| méh5ér‘0f‘the United Nations. All of us Subécribe‘td
the Chzarter of thrat body. Those of us who are members
of trhe Organisation of African Unity have reaffirmed
that inténtion at the level of ‘heads of state in the
now famous resplution in Monrovia in July‘1979; and
those of us who are members of the Commonwealth adopted
also at the level of heads of state, a resolution expressing
a similar concern in Lusaka in August this year." and
then he stressed '"We too are militants for human rights
and as such our relations continue to be founded on

the principles which form the cornerstone of justice,

lterty, peace and raespect for human dignity? endof quote.
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The EEC President for his part, recalled that Lomé
was, and I quote "built on the solid foundations of
these truths and expresses our respect for those prine

ciples." end of quote.

On this occasion, the ACP, consistent with their

commitment to this concept, indicated that they were
willing to discuss human rights matters if the

Comenity was equally willing to discuss its relations

with South Africa. I am happy to indicate that the
Community has agreed to adopt a Joint Declaration which
states, inter alia, and I quote "in this respect, the
contracting parties reaffirm their obligation and their
commitments under international law, to fight for the
elimination of all forms of discrimination rased on

ethnic group, origin, race, nationality, colour, sex
language, religion or any other situation. They proclaimed
their determination to work effectively for the eradication
of patheid, which constitutes a violation of human rights
and an affront to human dignity.'" end of quote.

On this basis, the ACP has in turn agreed to an insertion
in the preamble of the Convention which states as

follows :
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"Reaffirming their adherence to the principle of
the said (UN) Charter and their faith in fundamental
human rights in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of

nations large and small."”

No longer, therefore, Mr. President, can our Convention
remain mute on the flagrant violation of human rights
which apartheid constitutes and generates and we stress,
Mr. President, that both the ACP and the EEC are committed

to work effectively to eradicate that nefarious system.

As regards the specific contents of the Convention, we

have been able to give due prominence and reasonable
support to the fundamental question of food self=
sufficiency in ACP States. And in support

of this objective, we have join ed the struggle agairst

the drought and desertification, particularly rampant

in several ACP African States, undermining all efforts to
achieve increased food production and indeed general social

and economic development.

The dominant role of the agricultural sector in
the development of most ACP States, as the main source

of foreign exchange earnings and employment is specially
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reflected for the first time in the Convention in a
special Chapter on Cooperation in Agricultural Commodities
with the central objectives of improvement of the

corditions of production, transportation and marketing.

While falling far short of our major objectives, the
provisions in this chapter do constitute a framework on
which further progress could be made. Much will however
depend on the implementation strategy adopted by us and our
EEC partners. This question, Mr. President, we consider

to te fundamental.

On the key concern of access for our agricultural exports
to the EEC markets, we have reached agreement to limit the
delay ty tre Commission in responding to our specific requests

for improved zccess. This modest progress is reinforced by

more automaticity in the provisions for derogations for
the rules of origin, which  in our considered view, remain

too stringent to encourage ACP development.

The development of services such as tourism and maritime
transport has been recognised as important areas for

greater emphasis in Lomé III.
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And we have gtrengthened Stabex by lowering the
thresholds and by adopting clearer management and

repor ting procedures on the use of transfers.

The Convention takes today's needs into account
without ignoring those of the future. In this regard,
it improves on the arrangements for the present
exploitation of our mineral resources and strengthens
the scope for future development of such resources,

i ncdluding our energy resources.

The Convention provides for a total financial package

of eight point fivebillion ECUs (8 S500). This amount falls
far short of the minimum requested by the ACP and justified
by our needs, and the objectives of the Convention.

At a time of reduced soft funds from international agencies
such as IDA, the ACP needs more, not less, real per capita

resources under Lomé III. Such however, was not to be

the case.

Nonetheless, these resources are now more than before
available for programmes as much as for projects, and
for rehabilitation, repair and maintenance as much as
for new investments. To supplement these rasources,

the Convention provides a significant chapter on the

flow of private investment between the Community and

the ACP States. It i% our strong determination to

see full effect given to this chpater under Lomé III.
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As regards the institutional structuré, we have
strengthened our technical agencies such as the

Centre for Industrial Development and the Agricultural
Cenére; we have streamlined our consultative bodies

by geplacing the Joint Committee and the Consultative
Assembly, with one Joint Assembly; Institutionalised
arrangements have also been made for consultations with

the Social and Economic Circles.

Most critically, we have reinforced our Council of
Ministers as a political body by extending its c ompetence

to deliverate on all issues relevant to the Convention.

Firally, the very foundation of the entire Convention

has teen set in a spirit of interdependence and on the
casis of the cultural prerequisites of the development
of the ACP States, giving primacy to their Peoples and

sovereign choice to their societies.
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Mr. President, undoubtedly, the Third ACP/EEC Convention
of Lomé improves on its predecessors in its structure,
content and mechanism for implementation. But it will
call for the greatest imagination in implementation to ensure
that all the intended benefits are essentially achieved.
Apart from everything else, it will call for a closer
coordination and consultation between the different

ACP and ACP/EEC institutions involved in the implemen=-
tation of the Convention. It will call for closer
contact with and consultation among the regional organi-
sations, with the ACP States taking fullﬁadvantage of the
regianal cooperation provisions of the Convention to
further strengthen our regional, interregional and

Intra-ACP Cooperation.

In this 1atter regard, it is thanks to yeur initiative Preside-
Eyadema, on the occasion of the signing of Lomé II,

when you called for a Federation of Chambers of

Commerce of ACP States, that gsuych an organisation is now

being established which could be a critical instrument

in developing Intra-ACP trade.
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As I stated at the beginning, Mr. President, it is
absolutely necessary that Lomé III succeeds in stimu-
lating the economies of the ACP States, for that
stimulation is itself a necessary element for inter-

national economic recovery.

The objectives of that recovery can also benefit signi-
ficantly from the realisation of the one thousand
million dollar Fund for Africa being called for by

the President of the World Bank, an initiative to
which tre ACP States would appeal to their partners

to give full support.

Mr. President, the negotiations have obviously not
ackieved everything. Certain key concerns remain.

Qur commodities are still to be subject to the vagaries
of market forces, while our partrers and every other
developed country protect their agriculture from the

full blast of these forces.
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One significantly dangerous consequence of this,

Mr. President, is the threat which it poses to the
achievement of our fundamental objective of food self-
sufficiency. Mr. President, we all know that we

can stimulate the farmer to produce more, by augmenting
his income. And that this latter can be achieved by
raising the prices of his output and by reducing the cost
of his production inputs. The former tend to have major
social, economic and political consequences including
riots and other instacilities and in the absence of
remunerative prices for the exports of our major
commodity, ACP GCovernments would be hard-vressed to

find the resources to subsidise farmers' inputs. Thus
there is a critical lacuna here and one is coacerned
that the Ccnvention, in not dealing with commodity

p rices, and/or special arrangements for manufactured
processed export products, may not have adequately

tackled this problem.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEX II) N S
ACP/21/025/84




ff this analysis is correct, more financial assistance
would obviously be necessary

<
And hefe again we find a second justification for support
for the proposed World Bank Fund for Africa, especially
given thex}eduction in the resources of the International

Development Association.

Overall, Mr. President, apart from the volume of funds

if there is one key area of this Convention about Ghich

we continue to have reservations it 1s the trade regime,

i ncluding the rules of origin. We would need to apply

them with the greatest sympathy and understanding to

p rovide the opportunity which ACP States need. It is

that imagination ard sensitivity, Mr. Presidentl which

we would need to stow if we are to take advantage of ;

opportunities such as that offered for the increased

exportation of ACP raw cane sugar to the EEC by the expected

entry of Portugal into the Community. The request by
from the ACP,

Portugal to te allowed to import / 300 000 tonnes of

raw cane sugar annually after it accedes to the Community

while not strictly a matter under the negotiations for

Lomé III, provides an excellent example of the type of

opportunity one would need to grasp if ACP States

are to be effectively assisted to increase their export

and badly needed foreign exchange earnings.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEX I7) R A
ACP/21/025/84




Fail to do so and we endanger even the rasic objectives
of food self-sufficiency. We fear that the Community
perhaps unwittingly, is about to do just that. And

this Mr. President, cannot be in the spirit of Lomé III.

On the other hand, Mr. President, certain salutory

elements have been introduced to our Convention. For

the 30-odd years or more of post-war development
cooperation, a variety of imported models of develop-

ment prevails, while the dimension of indigenous culture
eitrer figured marginally or was forgotten altogether.

It is to the credit of Lomé III that an attempt has teen
made to re-situate culture at the centre of our development

efforts.

Regretfully, however, Mr. President, the vital question
of the treatment of ACP cultural goods held in EEC
Member States w33 not resolved in our negotiations.
Thus, an invaluable part of our national partimony;

our heritage and history for future generations remains
unregulated by our Convention. ‘e hold strongly to

the view, Mr. President, that this matter will continue
to rankle our relations, and we consequently reserve
the right to seek to discuss this matter within our

institutional framework during the life of Lomé II.
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Mr. President, having negotiated and signed Lomé III

it is critical that every signatory country make the
greatest possible effort for its most urgent ratification
so that the Convention can come into force without any
undue delay. The prevailing condition in many of our
countries cannot afford any such delay. It is there-
fore a task of mutual support and each state must

undertake this process extremely rapidly.
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Mr. President, the‘Convention which we sign today

is the product of the efforts of numerous organisations
Ministers, Officials, etc. It is a product of basic
rethinking and an attempt te refashion as much as possible
within the constraints of existing circumatances, an
instrument of cooperation and development for the ACP

and EEC States; an instrument which faces as squarely

as possible the harsh problems of the absence of ACP

basic food for the populations of ACP States after

twenty years of independence ard development cooperation
with Europe; an instrument which recognises Europe's dererdence
on these ACP countries for many of their raw materials
minerals and export markets; an instrument which realises
that cdevelopment of a people must be in terms of their

own oljectives, values, culture and priorities.

Lomé ts therefore something of a new departure and I

can only thank all those who have made it possible,
commerding with Your Excellency President of Togo,

who, did not only offer to host the signing ceremony, but
journeyed co Brussels and inspired our Ambassadors anrd

Secretariat in their work.
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I must also pay tribute to my predecessors - Minister

Mogwe of Botswana and Deputy Prime Minister Shearer of
Jamaica. Without their herculean efforts and those of

the Ministerial spokesmen -~ all of whom have earned

our gratitude, there would hardly have teen a Convention

to be signed today. The same must be

said of our Ambassadors in Brussels, the Ambassadorial
Spnkesmen (some of them now Ministers, and their Committee
Chairmen. It is they who did the bulk of the work and

can truly be called the yeomen of our army of workers.

Next for the ACP, I wish to place on record my appreciation
for our Secretariat, which strove often in difficult

circumstances, to serve us all.

Firzlly, for the ACP, I must thank the ACP States themselves,
their officials in their capitals who provided the vital

link between the negotiators and the tereficiaries.

On the EEC side, I must express our appreciation to the

work of Presidents Haralambopoulos and Cheysson, wio

opposite my two predecessors, made the possible progress then
achieved. I must also pay, on behalf of all

of us, a very special tribute to Commissioner Pisani

and his team headed by the Director General of the

Development Cooperation Directorate.
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They braght their fair share of new thoughts and
understanding to our efforts and as the Commissioner's
skills are already being put to solving other difficult
problems - indeed in my own part of the world - I want

to place on record, our enduring appreciation of his
contribution. May he find equally equitable solutions to
the  serious problems now being faced by our brothers in

that troubled area.
/

And finally, my dear Co-President, it is your calmness,
balance, frankness and appreciation of the fundamental
importance of what our cooperation means to both sides
which helped up over those final, difficult and tricky
steps. I wish to thank you sincerely on behalf of the

entire ACP Group of States.

Long live the President of Togo, Long Live the Government

and People of Togo, Long Live ACP/EEC Cooperation.

I THANK YOU.
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ANNEXE 111

Allocution du Président de la Commission des Communautés

Européennes

Lomé le 8 décembre 19@4

Monsieur le Président de la Républigue,

Monsieur le Président du Conseil des Ministres ACP,

Monsieur le Président dq Conseil des Cﬁmmunautés Européennes,
Monsieur le Président dﬁ Parlement Européen,

Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres, Excellences,

Mesdames et Messieurs les Déiégués,

Mesdames et Messieurs,
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Nous voici & Lomé pour la troisiéme fois ensemble. L'acte que nous
allons accomplir aujourq'hui est bien davantageLTwhtn«nnduction du
pacte scellé il y a dix ans. Le monde a changé et notre ambition
est plus grande. ‘

Oui nous renouvelldﬁs l'engagement de 1'Europe aux cdtés de 1'Afri.
des Caraibes et du Pacifique. Mais en signant cette Convention
nous franchissons un nouveau pas, car cette Convention va plu
loin. Elle approfondit, elle étePd, elle réinvente notre coop¢<
tion, elle l'adapte aux temps nouveaux et en cela elle resgte

a 1l'inspiration dont Lomé est devenu le symbole.

Si cette avancée est possible aujourd'hui, si notre cpinion, nos
peuples peuvent & bon droit se réjouir de ce nouveau départ, c'est
que pendant plus d'un an de négociations des femmes et des hommes
de bonne volonté ont consacré leur énergie 2 rechercher tous 1les

moyens de resserer nos 1iens,&&khkwaffronter l'avenir ensemble.

Je voudrais a cet égard rendrév%ommage chaleureux aux Ministres AC:
Messieurs Mogwe, Shearer et Namaliu, ainsi que les Présidents du
Conseil des Ministres de la Communauté: Messieurs les Ministres
Haralambopoulos, Cheysson et Barry qui ont tour a tour avec luc;di:
et sagesse assumé la lourde tAche d'ouvrir, de conduire et de con-

clure avec succés cette tidche difficile.

Je voudrais également remercier les négociapeurs ACP, et en particu
lier 1'Ambassadeur Cavalevu'qui a conduit avec sagesse la premiére
phase des négoclations, les Ambassadeurs Kazunga et Okelo et 1'Am-
bassadeur Diara a qui est revenue la lourde charge d'élaborer avec

les négociateurs de la Commission le compromis final.

Ma gratitudé gs'adresse aussi 4 tous les courants gqgui dans 1l'opinion
publique ont soutenu l'effort de réflexion et avancé des propositiy
constructives. Je pense en particulier aux travaux des parlemen-
taires européens, au sein de la Commission du développement, 1ci

représentée par son Prégident Madame Focke.

Je voudrais surtout rendre hommage a4 Edgard Pisani dont le souhait

le plus cher eut été de signer cette Convention et de conclure
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éinsi une oaivre qu'il aura de bout en bout marqué de "son empreinte.
Homme de réflexion et de aialogue, Edgard Pisani a su rappeler

aux responsables européens que le devenir de 1'Europe, se jouait
autant a l'extérieur,“dans la solidarité et l'approfondissement

des liens avec le Tiers Monde, qu'a l'intérieur des frontiéres

de la Communauté. Il1 & 8u égdlement tenir aux pays -et aux
gouvernements partenaires du Tierg Monde un langage de vérité

que seuls autorisaient son expérignce, 8a profonde angoisse de-
vant le drame de 1la faim, de 1la progression du désert, la
guerre, et sa foi dans la capacité de nos peuples a affronter

et surmonter ces défis.

Edgard Pisani a été aprelé & une autre oeuvre de paix et de
dialogue. Qu'il sache, notre gratitude pour la clairvoyance
et la tenacité qu'il a apportées a4 la consolidation et & la

rénovation de notre Corvention.

Une Convention qui, corsolide 1'acquis et 1l1'esprit de notre
coopération, qui en précise les objectifs, une Convention réno-
vée dans la plupart de ses dispositions, enrichie de notre ex-
périence commune, élargie &4 de nouveaux domaines d'actions, adap-

tée aux réalités et aux défis de cette fin de siécle.

Mais, avant de parler de l'avenir de notre coopération et de
l'instrument que nous zvons forgé ensemble, je voudrais me tourner
un instant vers le proche pas;é, vers cette année de négociations
que nous venons de traverser. Certes, pour qui considére les
nécegsités politiques, le succés d'aujourd'hui peut paraitre

normal et comme inscrit d'avance dans les astres.

Pourtant, je demande qu'on se souvienne de la situation de 1'Europe,
il y a un an quand se sont ouvertes nos négociations: Une Communaute
mwenacée dans son existence méme par le développement de forces

centrifuges activées par 1la crise économique mondiale.

Je demande qu'on se souvvienne du climat international, de 1'état
du dialogue Nord=Sud, paralysé par 1'égolisme des puissants, 1le

gel des imaginations et des volontés, et qui de 1'é&chec de 1la

Cnuced a4 Belgrade, 3 1z réduction drastique des moyens de 1'IDA

n'accumulait que déceptions et rancoeurs.
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Qui, difx “nors pouvalt €tre certain que, renon¢ant & rester le modéle
et 1a référence, la Communauté n'allait pas, en attenéant des

jJours meilleursa, tenter de reconduire sans bruit, & peu de frais,

au moindre coft un contrat qui fut exemplaire ? Qui pouvait €tre
assuré gue devant ce risque les Etats ACP n'allaient pas choisir

la surenchére et la confronta;ion ?

Si nous sommes ici aujourd'hui, 24 célébrer la fé&te de notre coopd
ration, c¢'est que de chaque c6té dnt prévalu en méme temps que

la sagesse et l'invention, le sens des responsabilités, la cuntii.
mutuelle et pour tout dire, 1'amitié. C'est sur cette base que
s'est nouée une authentiquenpégociation, que se sont exercés des
rapports de force réels et je dois souligner 1ici la force qu'a
représenté dans le débat un groupe ACP uni et ferme sur ses

positions de négociation.

Cette force, nous l'avons mesurée tout au long de cette année,
c'est a4 elle que 1'on doit une bonne Pn«r des enrichissements

et des innovations dont nous nous félicitons aujourd'hui; Jje pense
en particulier a4 la place donnée dans notre acticon future 2 la
dimension socio-culturelle, a4 la sécurité accrue du régime des
échanges, du Stabex, du Sysmin,, 2 1l'amélioration des régles
d'origine, & la vigueur nouvelle donnée & nos institutions.

Mais si comme il est normal dans une négociation, les rapports

de force ont Jjoué, me plais { gsouligner qu'il n'y a pas eu de
confrontation autre que celles des idées, des propositions

constructives.

I1 n'y a pas eu d'autre débat au fond, d'autre interrogation
que celleici, fondamentale: comment faire plus, faire mieux, faire
plus efficacement pour le développement des pays ACP, pour 1le

mieux-8tre et 1l'épanouissement de leurs peuples ?

Et ce n'est pas un hasard si, hormis la difficile question des
ressources financiéres, les deux thémes qui ont le plus marqué nos
négociations, qui ont le plus retenu l'attention de 1'opinion

ont &té& celle du respect de la dignité de 1'homme et de ses

droits fondamentaux d'une part, cell: d'une plus grande effi€a~

cité de notre coopération 32 travers le dialogue d'autre part.
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Pour la premiére foils dans 1'histoire de notre coopération, nos
négociateurs ont convenu de traiter pleinement et explicitement,
dana la Convention, la question des droits de 1'Homme et du res-
pect de sa dignité. Cl!est 1a un signe clair de la maturité de

nosa relations et de notre confiance mutuelle. Certes, chacun de
nos Etats, chacun de nos peuples avaient, dans d'autres enceintes
proclamé leur attachement a ces droits fondamentaux et leur enga-

gement a4 les promouvoir. k

Mais cette fois-ci, surmontant les réticences du passé, nous
faisons de cet engagement un élément de notre patrimoine commun.
Nous proclamons ensemble, avec l'assurance tranquille qu'autorisent
notre longue amitié, notre foi dans les droits fondamentaux de
1'Homme, dans la dignité et la valeur de la personne humaine, dans
l1'égalité des droits des hommes et des femmes. Nous réaffirmons
dans une déclaration commune, en ayant bien pesé toutes les impli-
cations, "le droit de chaque individu, dans gon propre pays ou

dans un pays d'accueil au respect de sa dignité et a la protection

de la Loi'".

Qui ne mesure, en c¢ces8 temps troublés, ou parfois les valeurs bas-
culent, la valeur du message gqu& nous lan¢ons ainsi ensemble a

1'opinion mondiale ?

I1 est une autre legon que je voudrais tirer des longs débats

que nous avons eu sur le théme du "dialogue sur ies politiques”". Que
de passions, que d'inquiétudes, que de malentendus suscités par

ce concept que la Communauté n'avait pourtant avancé, dans le

souci d'une meilleure efficacité de 1'aide, que\éomme une congé-

quence mécanique de la diversification de nos formes d'interven-

tion !

Si l1'expression a ‘suscité une telle effervescence, ce n'est nulle-
ment parce que l1'idée d'une coopération plus efficace était recusée.
Ce n'est pas non plus, j'ose le croire, parce que le mot ou le conoEg

de dialogue était suspect entre partenaires confiants et égaux.

Non, 8i doute il y a eu, c'est parce que certains ont cru voir dans
cette idée la remise en cause par la Communauté de la contractualité
de nos relations et - allons jusqu'au bout - certains ont pu ima-
giner que la Communauté voulait par 13 conditionner son aide a

lh%doption par ses partenaires de politiques décidées en-dehors d'eux.
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Je le dis clairement et tranquillement ici, reprenant d'ailleurs

les déclarations du Commissaire au développement et des porte-—
parole ministériels de la Communauté durant toutes les négociations:
telle n'a jamais été'hotre intention. La Commgnauté n'a pas la

vocation, et moins encore 1la volonté de s'arroger un tel rfle.

LA encore, nos négociateurs ont agi avec lucidité. Ecartant
résolument tout risque d'empiétem%nt sur la souveraineté des
Etats ACP, ils ont pourtant intégré 1'exigence d'une adaptation
de notre aide, de nos modes de faire, de nos instruments aux ®w~--
Seﬁﬂenvks de 1l'expérience.

La le¢on que je voudrais tirer de nos débats est celle-ci: oui,
la situation du Tilers-Monde est critique; elle appelle un effort
particulier de la Communauté internationale, un accroisgsement,
ou tout au moins un maintien en termes réels du niveau de 1l'aide
publique, une amélioration notable - de la coordination entre
donneurs d'aide, et entre l'aide publique et les opérateurs
privés; elle appelle une pise en oeuvre beaucoup plus efficace
car les ressources sont limitées et les besoins immenses. Mais

prenons garde cependant a4 ne pas intervertir les rodles.

_Nos partenaires sont des Etats souverains et rien ne peut se

construire hors du respect scrupuleux de cette souveraineté.

Je viens d'évoquer les deux thémes qui ont suscité le plus de
débats entre nous. Je n'esquiverai par le troisiéme qui, bien
que formellement hors du champ des négociations, a tout de méme
occupé nos esprits et alimenté bien des discussions: celui des
ressources financiéres de la nouvelle Convention. Je dirai a

cet égard deé choses simples.

Bien slir, comparés aux téches a entreprendre, les 8,5 milliards
d'Ecus que la Communauté engage pour les cing ans & venir parais-
sent insuffisants: Quil n'aurait souhaité pouvoir faire davantage 7
Maigs l'effort consenti permettra cependant d'accroitre notre

capacité d'intervention et d'étendre notre coopération & de nouveaux

pays ACP.

Ainsi notre effort ne s'est pas reldché, malgré la crise et les
difficultés budgétaires de la Communauté et de ses Etats membres.
Ce n'est pas un mince résultat, Qu'on se souvienne un instant

que la premiére Convention de Lomé fdt signée par une Communauté
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élors au fafte de éa puissance économique et commerciale, que

la deuxiéme Convention fdt conclue en 1979 par une Europe qui, le
premier choc pétrolier surmonté et le deuxiéme pas éncore survenu,
pouvait se croire bientdt sortie du tunnel., On sait les désordres

¢conomiques et monétaires survenus depuis lors.

Pourtant 1'Europe, la Communauté ne renonce pas. Elle ne renonce
malgré la crise, ni a une politiqge de développement originale ¢
fait partie intégrante de son identité, ni A ses liens privilé~’
avec les pays ACP, Elle ne recule pas devant 1'immensité des d&f .
qu'affrontent ses partenaires et particuliér ement le continent
africain. Le défi de la sécheresse et de l'avancée apparemment
inexorable du désert, l'abandon des campagnes par des paysans sans
espolir s'agglutinant autour des cités, l'errance des réfugiés dans
diverses parties du continent, la désertion des investisseurs
étrangers, découragés par le surcroit de risques et le mauvais
fonctionhement d'économies en butte aux pénuries d'infrastructures
et de devises, et surtout - défi supréme -~ celui de la faim, spectre
hideux qu'il y a dix ans nous nous croyions en mesure de vaincre,et

gui aujourd'hui nous interpelle encore plus dramatiquement que

jamais.

Qu'on me permette, en cette occasion s8olennelle ol nous fétons

notre coopération, d'évoquer les dizaines de milliers d'é€tre humains
déja frappés par le monstre, "les centaines de milliers d'hommes, de
femmes et d'enfants faméliques qui, sur ce continent, risquent de

succomber 34 leur tour sl ne s'organise un supréme effort de soli-

darité entre les hommes,

Qu'il me soit.permis de dire, avec toute la retenue qu'imposent les.
dimensions de ce drame, que la Communauté fait, en coordination avec
toutes les instances nationales et internationales, toutes les
organisations agissant sur le terrain, tout ce qui est humainement

posgible pour éviter le pire.

Vous connalgsez les chiffres: 85 millions d'Ecus ont été débloqués
par la Communauté au mois d'avril 1984 au titre d'un premier plan
d'urgence, 60 millions ont été débloqués en novembre pour un

second plan d'urgence. Ces actions s'ajoutent au programme annuel

d'aide alimentaire de la Communauté 1984.
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J'ajoute gqu'a la suite du Coneeil @Bw Chefs d'Etats &t dé Gouverne-
ments qui vient de se tefiir A Dublin, la Communauté e} geg Etats
membres mettent en oeuvre pour 1985 un nouveau programme de fourni-
tures portant sur 1.290.000 tonnes de céréales en faveur des pays

africains les plus frappés par la sécheresgne et la famine.

Mais chacun le sait, l'aide d'urgence indispensable , 1'aide ali-
mentaire hélas nécessaire ne sont gue des palliatifs, des ripons.
ponctuelles a des situations de crise. 11 faut combattre le mal

la racine, c'est-a-dire revitaliseér 1a production vivrieérc L
réanimer les communautésg ruréidles, organisger 1a fourniture aur par
des intrants nécessalres, la diffusion des techniques, éviter les
pertes aprés récolte, améliorer 1a commeércialisation des produits

prévoir le stockage.

Bref, i1 faut mettre au point des stratégies alimentaires glcocbales
qui n'excluent ni le recours €n cas dé nécessité 4 l1'aide alimentair
extérieure, ni 1'éventuslité d'impoptations, mais qui partent d'une
vigion globale de la séeurité alimentaire fondée d'abord sur le

développement de la produttion intérieure.

C'est 134 une idée maitresse qul se retrouve dans 1l'important cha-

pitre de notre Convention consacré a la coopération agricole.

J'aufais voulu citer datis leurs détails toutes les autres innova-

tions et améliorations qui marquent la nouvelle Convention. [1 me

semble cependant gque je rendrais mieux Jjustice au travail de nos

négociateurs si je disais plutdt quelle fut leur démarche politique.

Celle-ci tient en trois mouvements complémentaires, et tous trois

également indispensabled: )

- maintenir llacquis des Conventions précédentes

- améliorer Sensiblement i1'efficacité de la coopération ACP-CEE

- dépassger la Conventioh elle-méme, contrat de coopération entre
puissances publiques, pour y associer davantage les opérateurs
privés des deux cd8té&s.

Maintenir l1'acquis de Lomé& Il apparaissait indispensgable au plan

politique pour garantir la sécurité de nos relations: sécurité des

engagements financiers contractés pour éinq ans; sécurité offerte

par le régime des échanfes et par les instruments originaux de

co opération: le Stabex; le Sysmin, le protocole sucre; sécurité

de notre cadre institutionnel dans lequel tousB les problémes tou-

chant A notre coopération peuvent 8tre débattus en vue d'élaborer _
ensemble des solutions.
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La sécurité exigeait le maintien de ces instruments qui ont fait

leurs preuves. Nous les avons maintenus. °

Mais Jd 1'exlgence de continuité s'ajoutait une autre exigence: celle

d'une sensible améliaration de l1l'efficacité de notre coopération.Ici

également le travail accompli par nos négociateurs a été considé-
rable. La nouvelle Convention, mieux structurée, profondément r< .
rassemble autour d'un corps de pr;ncipes et d'objectifs communs.,

instruments revus a la lumiére de: notre expérience collective.

Enfin troisiéme té&che importante, nos négociateurs se sont ety

de rechercher les moyens d'impliquer davantage les opérateurs p:. ..
dans la coopération ACP-CEE. Car qui ne comprend en effet que 1'uc-
tion publique, quels que soient les moyens mis en jeu, ne prend sa
pleine efficacité que dans la mesure ol elle peut mobiliser les
énergies, les capacités d'entreprendre, dans la Communauté comme

dans les pays ACP ?

Les textes novateurs ﬂul ont été adoptés dans la nouvelle Convention
sur la péche, sur les transports maritimes, sur les investissements
privés répondent A cette préoccupation, de méme que les diépositioné
nbuvelles concernant le Centre de développement industriel et 1la

Banque Européenne d'Investissement.

A propos des investissements privés, je veux noter que bien qu'a
nous tous, nous représentions un éventail A peu prés complet de
toutes les conceptions en matiére de régime et d'organisation écono-
mique, nous avons évité tout conflit idéologique et nous sommes
tombés d'accord sur un texte clair, engageant et constructif. Cela
n'a d'équivaleéent 3 ma connaissance dans aucune autre enceinte multi-
latérale et jici encore je vois la marque de l'originalité et du

dynamisme de notre coopération.

L'accord que nous-scellons eét un acte important de la vie interna-
tionale. La Conférence d'aujourd'hul est peut-étre l'exemple le plu:
achevé de ce Que devrait tou~jours €étre le dialogue Nord Sud: un
débat ou l'affrontement des idées cohduit toujours a l'adoption de
dispositions pratiques, d'engagementsconcrets de portée tangible

ét immédiate pour nos peuples.

Nous avons A présent pour étre fidéles & nous-mémes, & mettre en
oeuvre cette Convention avec la méme opiniatreté&, la méme exigence :
due nous avons apporté 4 la négocier, Il y va de la valeur d'exemple
de notre coopération et pour tout dire de sa survie-méme. -
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J'ajoute qu'a la suite du Conaeil deB Chefs d'Etats et de Gouverne-
ments qui vient de se tehir a Dublin, la Communauté ek ses Etats
membres mettent en oceuvre pour 1985 un nouveau programme de fourni-
tures portant sur 1.290.000 tonnes de céréales en faveur des pays

africains les plus frappés par la sécheressae et 1a famine.

Mais chacun le sait, l1'aide d'urgence indispensable , l1'aide ali-
mentaire hélas nécessaire ne sont que des palliatifs, des répons.
ponctuelles 3 des situations de chise. I1 faut combattre le mal

la racine, c'est-a~-dire revitaliser 1la production vivriér.

réanimer les communautés rurales, organiser la fourniture auy pa:
des intrants nécessaires, la diffusion des techniques, éviter les
pertes aprés récolte, améliorer la commercialisation des produits,

prévoir le stockage.

Bref, il faut mettre au point des stratégiés alimentaires globales
gui n'excluent ni le recours en cas de nécessité 2 1'aide alimentair
extérieure, ni 1'éventualité d'importations, mais qui partent d'une
vigion globale de la sécurité alimentaire fondée d'abord sur le

développement de la produc¢tion intérieure.

C'est 13 une idée maitresse qui se retrouve dans l'important cha-

pitre de notre Convention consacré 3 la coopération agricole.

J'aufaia voulu citer dans leurs détails toutes les autres innova-
tions et améliorations gui marquent la nouvelle Convention. [1 nme
semble cependant que je rendrais mieux Jjustice au travail de nos
négociateurs si je disais plutdt quelle fut leur démarche politique.
Celle-ci tient en trois mouvements complémentaires, et tous trois
également indispensables: )

- maintenir lYacquis des Conventions précédentes

- améliorer sensiblement 1'efficacité de la coopération ACP-CEE

- dépasser la Convention elle-méme, contrat de coopération entre

puissances publiques, pour y associer davantage les opérateurs
privés des deux c8tés.

Maintenir 1'acquis de Lomé II apparaissait indispensable au plan
politique pour garantir la sécurité de nos relations: sécurité des
engagements financiers contractés pour éinq ans; 8écurité offerte
par le régime des échanfges et par les instruments originaux de

co opération: le Stabex, le Sysmin, le protocole sucre; sécurité
de notre cadre institutionnel dans lequel tous les problémes tou-

chant A notre coopération peuvent &8tre débattus en vue d'élaborer. .
ensemble des solutions.
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ANNEXE IV

B

Allocution prononcée par le Général Gnassinghe EYADEMA,
Président de la République togolaise,
a l'occasion de la signature de

la troisiéme Convention de Lomé
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Wons feur le Président du Conseil des Ministres
de la Communauté Economique Européenne,

Monsieur le Président du Consetl des Ministres
des Etats d'Afrique, des CaraYhes et du Pacifique,

Monsiaur e Président de la Commission des
Communautés Européennes,

Monsieur 1 Président du Paflement Europuen,
Monsieur le Président de 1'Assemblées Consultative,
Messieurs les Ministres, Chefs de Délegation,
Excéi{énces Nbssiegrs Tes Ashassadeurs,
Honorables Invités,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Militantes et Militants de la Révolution Togolatsi
t

ACP~-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE 1IV)

Pour la troisieme fols
consdcutive, notre capttale s'honore
d'accueillir 2 sa manidre, les dignus
plenipotentiaires que vous 8tes, venus
signer au nom de vos Etats et de vos

Institutions, 1a Convention historique

de LOME,

Han preater mot sora de
vous souhatter a tous, au nom du
Peuple Togolais, de son Parti d'linion,
le Rassenblement du Peuple Tojolals,
de mon Gouvernameﬁt gt en mon now
personnel, la plus cordiale bienvenue
3 L0 et de vous remercier d'avolr
acceplé notre invitation a procéder

pour la troistdme fols, a la signature

de cotte Convention on terre africaine.
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Pernettez-nol dgalement }
d'exprimer 1ci, nos sincores
sentiments de gratitude aux différuhls!
orateurs pour les paroles fort aimable:
qu'ils viennent d'adresser } l'androlij

de notre pays et de wa modeste personny

Enfin, je voudrais
saluer la présence parmi nous
du Vice Premfer Hinistrs de la
République Populaire de Chine
qut, profitant de 1'occasion de
sa visite officielle au Tono, a
bien voulu assister aux cérémonies

de 1a signature de cette Convention,

Apres plus d'une annde de
négocfations ardues, faftes d'8pres
discussfons, de longues journdes de
travall, de nutts sans somneil, le
Peuple Togolais Hent & vous créer les
conditions de quolques tnstants do
détents bien miritée malgré 1a modestie

do ses myans,
ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE IV)

G'est pourquod
1a Jeunesse ici rasseablée
devant vous, 3 travers ses
chansons et ses slogans, vous
invite 3 vous sentir a LOKE

comme chez vous,

La céramonis de la signature
de catte troisiame Convention entre les
Etats des A C P et coux de la CE L
marque an affat une date capitalo dans

1'histoire des relations humaines,

Cette Convention est
Ptaffirmation de notre grand sentiment
d'appartenir & une commuﬁauté d' tintéréts
fatta d'un pluralism de peuples et de
nations dont la diversité & la fols
politique, économiyue, sociologiquo et
culturells constitue 1a richesse dans la
rechorche du mleux-Gtro de 1'houwe, da

tous Jes hommes,
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EYle est 1o symbole vivant
de ce que peut falre Ya volonté des
hommes lorsque, oubliant ce quit paut
las opposer, tls se décident & se
donner Ya matn pour bitir 1s pont de

12 nécessaire solidarité enire eux,

Cat esprit que nous
avons créd dans la recherche du
touvel Ordre International qui nous
est cher doit désormals prendre
corps dans les relations Nord-Sud

ot se développer chaque jour.

Yous compranez pourquol
le Peuple Togolais vous a encore
une fois proposé le wodeste cadre
de sa capitale pour la signature de
la Convention, afin de perpétuer
1'esprit de LOME, fait de cet elan
de générosité qui anticipe sur la

golidarité universelle,
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Permottez-moti de
saluer le courage, la foi et 1'esprit
de sacrifice des artisans de cet Accord
et de féliciter tous ceux qui, a des
degrés divers, ont contribué au succis o
des négociations de LOME l,l;ww“ﬂ*”'%w“w |
Ma pensée va tout particu-

Harement 7 vous Messfeurs les Présidents

des Conseils des Hinistres ACP - CEE.

Jo n'aurals garde de passer
sous silenca 1'actlon déterainante
menée par M, Claude CHEYSSON et M. SIEFER

dans les phases critiques des négociations

Ja voudrats également rendre
un hompane mérité a M, Gaston THORN,
Président de Ta Commission ainsi qu'a
i, Pisanl, défenseur infatigabile de ces

nouveaux Accords,
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A vous tous Hass1uu§s les hinistres
at Chefs de Dé1égation nous adressons
nos plus vives félicitations sans

oublier vos collaborateurs st le

__personnal do vos secrétariats,

Vo —— TS e

Mesdames et Massieurs,

11 seralt superflu de falre
tct le bilan dos mérites ot des acquis
do notre instrument de coopération,

Le fait nbme que par trois fols
success fvenunt nous réaffirnons notre
volonts de rester ensemble est une

preuve de son efficacité.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE iv) ACP/21/025/84 /



Jo voudrals ssuleusnt joter un regard
en arriers pour mesursr le cheuin
parcouru par le monde depuis notre
dernidre rencontre de LUHE en 1979,
Un tel regard ne nous inspire d'autre

santimunt que caluf do 1'inquidtude :

e ——

- Inquictude devant 1*amplour do

1a crise Gconomique qui frappe le monde;

- Inquiétude devant 1'égoTsme et

1'indifférence des Peuples nantis

- Inquiétude davant les souffrance:

des Peuples démunis;
- Inquietude enfin davant 1'impuls

sance de 1'humanité a trouver les solutions

adéquates a ses maux.

Comme vous le savez, 1es années T

nous entratnaient dans les prqfondeurs de 1.

crise économigue dont nous pansions tous vo

1a fin avec e début de cette décennie.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 591) (ANNEXE 1IV)

o 53_
(uel n'a 6té notre

désenchantement Jo constater que nos
pays s'installatant, sinon définttive-
ment du moins pour une longus pirfode,

dans un marasws paralysant,

z
-7

La développensnt de la plupart de nos

e R T
e e AT

pays so trouvait ainsi freind.

Le niveau d'endettemsnt
de nos Etats rédsultant des afforts
de deéveloppement que nous avons

entrepris dans la décennie passée,

aggravé 11 faut te dire par la

hausse des taux d'intérfts, conjuqué
a la fluctuation des monnaies
principales et particulidrenont le
dollar, a donné un coub d'arrft A

notre dé?ﬂloppenent, o
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Car vous le savez, lss maigres
ressources gue nous proéurent
1'exportation de nos matieres
pramieres dont les cours ne
cossent de se détoriorer, sont
a peins suff isantes pour fairs
face au service do la detts,

-

JECIEES

Cm e~

Les efforts do remise en
ordre de nos finances, les énormes

sacrifices consentis par nos peuples

pour supporter 1es mesures draconiennes
d'assainissement et de redressement
n'ont pas suffi a nous guérir de nos
maux, losquels se sont encore gggravés
par les effets néfastes da la séchoresse
persistante qui frappe durement les pays

africains au sud du Sahara.
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C'est dans ces conditions que les
eécaniswes de la Convention de LDIL se
sont avérés parfols inopdrants, parfots
{nsuffisanis, au momont éb dans les
enceintes internationales, les pleuses
résolutions tandant A entreprendre des
actions en faveur du Tiors-lionds
restafent lettra morte, butant sur

1'égatsme ot 1'incompréhenslon dus pays

“riches, ] ,,,///—””’/’”

Aujourd'hui encore si rien
n'est fait en profondeur pour porter
remdds ¥ cet dtat de chose, {1 est d
craindre quo le.fossé na se creuse
davantage entre les pays du Sud et

csux du Hord.

T e o e
) P
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I1 sst donc temps qua les
Peuples des pays développés en général
8t caux de 1'Curops en particulier,
conprénnant 1'essance pramidre de la
coopération afin qu'ensenble nous
placions dans nos rapports les principes

plus nobles de comamunautd de destin des

hommas et d'intérfts mutuels des Peuples.

Ce sont ces principes, sur lesquels se
fonde déja la Convention de LOML qui
dotvent désormals guider notre démarche
dans la rechercha de cs Nouvel Ordra.qui

r 7

térda A venir, e

G'est lorsque nous aurons
réussi & woraliser ls commerce
fnternational et que lous les produlls

échangés seront payés A leur justo prix,

en dehors da 1'action des spéculateurs,

que nous aurons falt le pas décisif dans
coltte vols, Alors la coopération aura
pris une autre sign1fication, mattant
¢n Tace des partenalres 4conomiquament

dyaux, parce qua conscionls de leur

interdépendance ot de Yeur complémentarite.
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Dans 1'insddiat, 11 nous
apparalt d'une urgsnce extrfme que des
masures plus éff1cnces que callas
Jusqu'ict util1sdes solent prises pour
allégor le fardeau ds 1a dotts publique

du Tiers-londa,

En effet, les mécanismes mis sn place
auss{ bisn au niveau des fnstitutiaons
wone taires internationales que dans

le cadro des club de Paris ou de

Londres, ont seulexent pour effel
d'endormir les maladus qus sont nos

6cononles 8uns pouvoir les querir,

Ce sont des wosures
vigourcusas pouvant aller Jusqu'a
'annulation pure at simple de certaines
dettes qui nous semblent plus indiquées.
A cut sffet un dialogue franc et
objectif doft s'dtablir sntrs los pays

endoltos el Yours créanciors.
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Ce dialogue pourrait prendre

1a forme d'une aulre conferenc Hord-Sud

sous 1'6gide des lations Unies, du Fonds

loné tajre International gt de 1a Bangue
Hondiale.

O'un autre cOte, 1'idee de la
création d'un Fonds Spécial au niveau de-
la Dangue ‘ondiale, desting a la relance
des gconomles des pays africains les plus
éprouvds, nous paralt une initiative

heureuss que nos partenaires europeens

dofvent encourager.

Hesdames et Messieurs,

~ Dans ce mundeifait
d'égoTsme et d" incompréhens o,
ou la voix des pauvres gst loin
d'8tre entendue, les pays du
T,ars-Honde doivent d'abord compler

sur leurs propres forces.

ot N AN, lOA [(Dyemcca 21110

( ANNEXE IV)

S1 avec 1a Sonvention de LO-L
nous tendons une main A des Peuples plus
nantis que nous, 11 me semble que 1'autry
main dolt Sire tendue A nos fréres ds
qéme condition, Je veux dire par la que
nous devons rechubchof les voles et les
moyens permettant d'intensifier la
coopération Sud-Sud et particuliéremunt

la coopération intra ACP',

T

A cet effat, fe vous proposals

i1 y a'5 ans dans cette aGme salla,‘la
creation d'une Chaubre de Commerce oy dé
tout autre structure pormettant d'activer
les échanyss entra nos pays. Je penss
qu' 1l est tewps quo cette fdée devienne
réalité, Car, c'est en fbrnant antre

nous un bloc homogéne que la coopération
Nord-Sud, jrice notamment au transfurt
de lechnoloyte, pourra nerwsttra o
valoriser davantage notre production,

Mals ce transfert ne ss fora pas sans un

f .
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Hous devons réaliser qu'il sera plus
quostion de lulter pour s'accaparer

au besoin de ce qui peut nous paraflre
fnaccessible. En d'autros lerwes, lus
pays du Tiers-Honde doivent plutdt
aller au devant do la technoloyie yue
d'attendrs qu'elle vienne d'elle-mCiw

i aux,

G'est la aussi un domatne dans
lequel los expirioncas des uns puuvent
servir aux autres ot les disponibililds
des uns conbler les lacunes des autres.

Voild deux diractions duns
lesquelles nous devons oxercer notrs
réflexion collective durant la nouvelle
pirfode de cooperation qui s'ouvrs devant

nous par la Signature de LO:C 111,

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE 1IV)

Mesdanes et Messieurs,

Le paradoxe dans lequel
nous évoluons est 11lusiré de fagon
patente par le phénowdne de la detls
s;térleura de nos Clals qui ne deuandent
qu'une juste rémndration do lours efforls

afin d'aséliorer leurs condilions de vie

__en_prenant en_sains_lsurs propres destins,

Mais hélas, i1 sont

traités comme des orphelins et des

malades auxquels 1'on se plait a

accorder des subsides, en |'absence
de Ta justice ot de 1'équite dans
V'ordra qut régit les dchanges sntre

les pays mantis et les pays pauvres.

ACP/21/025/84 el



En effet, ca sont les
pays du Hord, détenteurs de la
tschnologle qui fixent le cours
de nos satidres preaidres & 1'achat,
qui les transforment et qui nous les
revandent aux cours qu'ils fixent
unilatéralesent, multipliant parfois
par dix, le prix du mas produit

qu'{1s nous avaient achelds.

A cette allure, les
pays riches deviennent de plus
en plus riches ot les pays pauvres
de plus en plus pauvres, et a 1'heure
actuelle, aucun futurologue n'est

capable de dire quand cela prendra fin,

Pendant ca temps, nous
constatons avec amriume que les
pays industrial isés consacrent

d'énormes capltaux pour 1'exploration

de 1'espace, sans chercher 3 connaftre
- coment vivent les autres homaes qui

‘sont sur la terre avec eux.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNE

A quoi servirait-il a
1"humanild de conguérir 1'espace,
de matiriser toules les technologios
ot toules los sclences qui permetlent
de dominer le monds i ce sonde est
encore habilé par 1'injustice, }*égotsue,
le sépris de 1'autre, la pauvretd, la

aisdre, la fanina et 1'ignorance ?

Tout se passe & 1'heure
actuells comme si la terre avail crdé
un ordre selon lequal les petites nations
devrajent 8tre fatalewont détruites par
les grandes, alurs que la lof nalurelle

qui réyit notre espdce humaine fci-bas

comgande aux forts de protégor les
faibles, aux nantls d'alder ‘les démnis
et aux riches d'aller au socours des

déshérités,

XE IV) ACP/21/025/84
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Le momunt est venu,
nous seable-t-11, d'atlirer
1'attention des pays développés
sur les danyers de cette politique
dont 1'eflet est d'intercompre le
dialogue Nord-Sud st de remattre
“en causs los acquls du la coopération

internattona1e.

Car, a vouloir persisier
dans cette vole, ol les plus fafbles
seront toujours affaiblis par la lof
du profit et les plus forts toujours
plus puissants, 1'on aboutira & une

rupture inévilable,

L'arme du faible qui n'a plus
aucun recours pour resister a 1'oppression,
a 1'exploitation de 1'houme paf 1'homme et

3 1'injustice est LA REWILTE, -

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE IV)

DS

HouS ne SOUNAILUNE pus SU
arriver A celle solution extrime qui
643, se profiln A cortaina horizons.

All faudra donc quo les pays fndustria-
11sés céexaninent lsurs ﬁoslltons et
recharchont dos solutlons plus adbquatus
pour alléger lo pﬁids do la dette exié-
ricure do; pays 80 développement qul
sont, daps la conjﬁnclura actusllo,
acculds st condamnés h des wasures
d'austérité incompatibles avac lours

programses de d6veloppement atntmum.

En effet, harceléds par les
éPOb]élGS Sconomiques lmméidiats, nos
capacités de prévision sont réduites’
3 néant, De ce falt, nolre avenir me
paut que mm6pmmTw9$MMN,il]e
paralt davantage lorsque nous avons 3
Vesprit, le surarmesent des grandes
puissances et leur vﬁlonté iod]ours
affirnds de doter leur natlon d'aulres
armes plus sophistiquées et plus

wourtridres,

ACP/21/025/84 PR A
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La voix des trois quarts
de 1'humanité que représentent les
peuples du Tiers—onde, pout-ells
Gtre entendua par csux-13 qui font
peu cas da la vie humaine, afin qua
la conscience des hommes épris de
palx ne sofit pas continuellement :
hantée par le spectre de la destruction ; i
1inale du monde ?

En attendant, 11 nous
revient A nous, peuples du Tiers—londs,
de donner 1'exeuple en prévanant loules
les occasfons de confliis armds enire
nos Etats, en évitant de nous ranjer
derriére des systdmes qui pourratent
nous enirafner dans des conflits

fnternationaux.
C'est donc au renoncement
du rdglement de nos différends par
les arms que jo vous invite, afin Q |
qus nos {mmences ressources ne solent 1
détourndss de leur destination premisre
pour aller enrichir les fabricants de

canons.

ACP-CEE/2256/84 (Presse 211) (ANNEXE Iv)

Acp/gj/mqé/ga

C’astrpourquol nes efforts
dofvent tendra dans chaque réglon A
renforcer 1'anitid at lo bon volsinage
qui sont les rewddes eff icaces conlre
1" incompréhension st ja péfiance, sourcos

de différands sntre les hommas,

[

Le Toyo pour sa part,
conscient de toutes ces rdalités,
s'esi assiynd pour missfon de
sauvegarder a tout prix, la paix
ot la sécurité, aussi bien & 1'interieur
qu'd M'extérieur. C'est i cetle seule
condition qu'il croit pouvelr assurer i

-son peuple le minimum de bonheur qu'll

est en droit d'espérer, o
En ce jour d'amitié

Internationale ‘st do coopération
aglssante, c'est yn missage de Paix,

de Progrés, de Prospérité et de
Soltdar(té que §'adresse aux Gouverng- |
ments et aux Peuples dus Pays Européens,
Africains, des Carafhes ot dy Pactfique
afin quo vivent 1'anit16 et 1a solidarits

ACPfQFE et la coopération intemationale,

v
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