Address by mr Haterkamp, Vice=President of the Lommission
of the Luropean Communities, on the occasion ot the signing
o the lirade Agreement hetween the turopean Community and China

Brussels, § April 1978

Mr Minister,

Mr President,
Exceliencies,

Ladies and Genttiemen,

The Trade Agreement between the Lturopean Uommunity and the
People’s Kepublic of China i1s important not only tor economic
reasons but aiso - and above all ' -~ tor political! reasons.

I shoutld like to take this opportunity to stress these

political aspects once again.,

1. fhe Agreement 1s a sign of the trust between the reople’s
Repubtic of China and the turopean Community. this is
particularly important in a world in which mutual trust

is more necessary than ever to overcome economic and

political tensions.

2. the Agreement demonstrates the Favourable attftude of the
People’s Kepublic of China towards the political unitication
of -the peoples . of turope. China has expressed its approval
of European integration and recégnized it'as a significant
factor helping to make world pecace more secure. lhe
turopean Community arose from(thé spirit ot cooperation
‘between i1ts peoples. lhis principle of cooperation also
determines the Community’s externai retations.. Our Agreement
is a turther expression of this positive will - and is

directed against no-one.
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3. ihe turopean Community welcomes China’s opaning toward
Europe. China’s importance for the world economic and
political scene, based on the magnitude and inFluence of
its history, culture, philosophy and political |ife over
thousands of years right up to the present day, is in-

escapable.

The Agreement is the beginning of a develcpment that will

be of benefFit to both sides. .

Europe can centribute to China’s technical and econcmic
devel opment and thus improve the possibilites tor strengthening

its economy and raising its standard of tiving.

in this way, a targe and receptive market can develop in

China For the products of the Community economy.

We are determined to impart life to the Agreement in the
same friendly and constructive spirit in which we are

signing it today.





