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Deputy Director-General! 

Statement by the European Economic Community, 

meetint1' of the 

North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC), 

22 November 1976 

Mr Chairman, 

I have asked for the floor at the start of our meeti11.g in order 
to make a statement on behalf of the European Economic Co~lity, which will, 
I believe, have a considerable bearing on our work here this week. 

In view of the decisions taken by a number of memberh of NEAFC a.nd 
other countries, in order to protect the Community's legitimiLte interests in 
the maritime regions most threatened by the consequences of ~hese steps to 
ext end fishing zones, and basing itself on the guide lines wh!lch are emerging 
within the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, the 
Council of Ministers of the Community agreed earlier this month on the 
creation of a 200 mile zone in the Community with effect frott 1 January 1977. 
In the resolution which it adopted the Council agreed that, ILs from 
1 January 1977, 1-lember States would, by means of concerted a1~tion, extend 
the limits of their fishing zones to 200 miles off their Noz-l1;h Sea and North 
Atlantic coasts. 

These actions of extending.fishing limits inyolve a change in the 
situation which has prevailed up until now. In the result many Member States 

) 

of the United Nations as well as of NEAFC, are engaged in bilateral negotiations 
to resolve certain problems which arise. For example, conversations or 
negotiations are taking place between the United States on the one hand, and 
Spain, the D.D.R., Pol~~d and the USSR, as well as Jap~~ 
on the other. Norway is engaged in a series of negotiations• The European 
Economic Community, for its part, is also engaged in conversations or 
nerotiatior.s with, among others, the United States, Norway, Spain, the 
Faeroes, Finland and Sweden. Because of the change just mentioned, stress 
was laid in the Council resolution on the desire of the Co~unity to enter 
into ne[otiation with third countries wishing to fish in Cocmunity waters. 
This resolution was duly drawn to the attention of the third states concerned 
~~d it was notified to the United Nations. The Comm~~ity thus stands ready 
to negotiat~ with all countries concerned, in addition to those I have mentioned. 

There are, however, two points which need to be noted in this regard. 
First, fishing in the Community zone by third states, as from 1 January 1977, 
will be govern~d by agreements between the Community and the third states 
concerned. Secondly, those agreements must be negotiated with the Community 
as such. The Member States, in the exercise of their soverdgnty, have 
delegated powers in this respect to the Community. 
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It follows from what I have said., Mr Chairman, that the rights 
of access by third countries to the Community 200-mile fishery zone must 
be negotiated by bilateral negotiations with the Community. tt will, 
therefore, be necessary to establish framework agreements between the 
Community and the third countries who wish to have access to Co~unity 
waters after January 1, 1977• These framework agreements wou1d need to be 
supplemented by fishing rights, specific quotas etc. The Community hopes 
that the exchange of views which will take place within the Nf~C will 
enable pTogress to be made towards interim solutions which tht! Community 
and the third countries concerned could reach. 

The present session also has on its agenda the question of the 
future of NEAFC. The task of ll'E.AFC since its inception has b~en a difficult 
one. I wish to take this opportunity not only to thank the otficials and 
services of the NEAFC for their past efforts, but to express ~he hope that 
~hese will continue into the future in a format appropriate to future 
conditions. What its future role will be is a matter which n~w requires 
to be negotiated. I am satisfied that it will be an importanJ: and useful 
role and the Community, which will expect to be a member of NF'..AFc, will 
make an important contribution to it. 

It would be our hope,. Mr Chairman, .that other States •ould be 
prepared to discuss with the Community in order to determine ifhat arrangements 
should be made both for the immediate and the more long-term tuture. The 
basis can thus be laid for examining the problems regarding fishery 
conservation and management which have been of concern to all delegations 
here present for so many years. 

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, I should like, for the convenience of 
delegates to request the circulation of my statement and of the resolution 
to which I referred. 
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