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ANNEX III

6lct DL’"ION i34 THJ ECONCIC AND SOCIAL COUCIL, ABIDJaN, 1 JULY

CPATENM LT BY HE MR IVOR RICHARD

QC .—P...J‘Ch'ili';i\—l Rzl L.LJS.LIL\J..L"LJ.L"/’JJ O.F

THE URITED KINGECM TO THE UnlITiD ﬂulI N5, ON BzHALALF OF THE

LUROPLAN =CONOMIC COmmUNILY

Mr Prosident,

.

It ig cn honour for me to ke the firest repregent o tive of my

Govzrnment to speck on behalf of the Progidency of the Surcpeoon
C

Community in a Chorter organ of

the Netherlonds, which today ossumes the Procideucy, is not at

present o member of the Council

the United Notiong., I do so since

. It thus f21ls to the UK, which

follows the Motherlands in thb Prbuldnncy, to speadk on its boholf,

It is an honour for me on t

the President, the Government apd t

o

zhe 1T of the Communl ty to salute

i-__
@]

e people of thc Ivory Cocsts

to cxpriss our pleasure ot meeting, at your invitation, in Avidjaon,

o

the first moeting »>f the Econowm

-

ne and Socizl Council to be held in

the continent of Africaj; ¢nd, in so doing, to mark the great width

and denth of intcerest, assoclation and history which link the member

countrics of the Comnmunity with

heore with such distinction.

the countrics of Africa rcprescented

It is an honour for me to toke port in a debate which goes to

the heart of the central issucs

i,

of our time. Relationg between

developed and developing countrics hiuve become the dominont politi-

cal guestion in internuticnal re¢lotions. The United Notions systenm

has been the principsl means of
Leonomice 2nd Socicl Council hos

unique responsgibility. This sct
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¢xpressing this truth. The
buen ossigned under the Charter a

bs the scene for our mceting.
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My first dircct connection with the United Notions, in the
cmpa01ty “f ”@rmwﬁgnt RDpIuSUnt;tiv of my country in Now Yﬁfk, coin-
cided - 1th Lh@ 1xth Dav01ul Scegion of the Geniral Asscmbly. On that
scecsion I ullﬁx d myself the propngcy thot things would nover be the
same cgain, and that that scssion of the Assembly would e sien s o
turning point. W¢ had proclzimed the “vbnd of wmuch of the inter-
notional cgﬁlunlty’ﬁ bugincss for the noxt decade.

Lot us recell how much hns ha yubhvd sincc then. Things indocd
arc not the samc. In the time that hos elépsed, we have olready moved
substantially into that agendz. We all doveted major efforts to
preparations for the Scventh Special Scseion, and we thoere reached
important c~nclusisns which were unenimously adoptcd. UNCTAD has con-
tinued 5ur dicloguc, I beli¢vcvit can be calle progress. But con-
crete negotiatiﬁns will be nzeccssary to transform the conclusions of
UNCTAD:intﬁ anzible rcality: Of codrse there romain majaf differences
m Sﬁﬁc'sub stontive gu;utlﬁns, but we hove zlready norrowed thﬂsevsigni—
fic:ﬁtlj n others. In May 1974 1 S?Gk; 57 the work of o Decode:
yeirs on, ﬁe are I think oﬁbtgrgct. We h;vc agrecd majar international
monetary rsforms,.We have taken emcrgency measures to halp the most
vulncrablc econcmics through ¢ period of harsh adj ugtm nt and Qe are
deep into the most thorough ¢xploration ocvery undcrfakcn of the pro-
blcms of interanctionzl troade in C?mmaditicé. V¢ have had o majér con-
‘ference on industrialisatidn, whosc dccisions arc now béing followed up.
e have had o e jor Cﬁnfcrencc aﬁ'fbod; g thQ, as a rcuulf, cetablishaed
new intcrnatisnal coosrdinating michin wery in thot field, and we ars on

the verge »f making new intoernotional cssistoncd mnchinery anorotisa



In the ha

P
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a2cial field we Ve resce

nzasures for incrcased internotico

ro1¢ of woemen, and now on human s
in the next three yecars to scek n

the problem of the cncroachiing dc
wvery body, programuc, odrgon

.bqen affected by the pressurc of

Seventh Spceial Session of the G

cfficient conduct »f busincgs on

preparation and c¢xecutive compete

YR
(A v

tn successful dipl cy is prcceis

It ne

-
Coe

3262 is certoinly precis
as a framework of thought and act

You have :niy to list thoese

to summon up in the winds of thos

issuzs the inmmense amount of work

be @& bold man who aspired to eval

a2 foolish man who disregarded how
B /

Those who ignorc °r minimise the

led import
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cnt cgreements on proctical
gucstions

lationg on the

Ll v

nal cooperation 9n popu
cbtlements. Conferencis are scheduled
ew;dgrecments o woter resources, on
serts and on scionce and tcéhnalsgy.
end cgency 2f the Unitced Nations
svents and ideas and responscs.

~

niral Assembly was a model of the

(@

the basis of shared pcrceptions, sound

ncce. It hzs been found thot the key

ion, and Gencral aAssembly resolution

cds to be re-read ot regular intervals

icn about all these problicms.

etings and ectivitics, Mr President,

c who are familiar with these complex

which we have done together. He would

7
He

nate it in any final way. would be

much has choanged as a result of it.

cxtent of that change do o great dis-

service to themsclves and their felliow men. Those who use the cxtent of
that change as a pretext for not facing the future are if anything ceven

more unhelpful. So far we have n

mede progross.

succesg or failure of this massziv

alone - whether it be in UNCILAD o3

Y
[

have to look at the process cs

deny that there has teen progress
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%hat would in my I

wh2le and

cither succeceded nor failcd, but we havi
yicw be wrong would be to judge the

L&

dialogue by the result o>f once meceting

r in CIZC or in any other forum.

e
if we do it is difficult to

8
(&4

and in

rclatively short time.
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So far,VMr,Presidgat, l.have_talkad of the issues which fuce us in
world-wide térms,. But,wé khaw that in the realm of practi?al action
what‘haﬁpans af'thc‘éountry'level, the regional level and the inter-
regional level is of‘key importance as well. The concept of indica-
tive planning figurcs for individual countries in the UNDP context has
lohg been'crucial t0 effcctiVC‘fafethought and action. Rogional ccopera-
tioﬁ; especially among developing countries, is of growing importance,
as we have seen in the last session of the Gencral asscmbly. is o
result of the decisions taken at its Beventh Special Scession, the General
Assenbly is to receive further studies on these guestions at its ncxt
regular scssion. The Community welecome the proposal of a Conference on
Reginnzal Cooperatiﬁp.

When we talk of interregional cooperation, Mr Prosident, it is
natural for the Buropcan Community to think of its speci@l links with a
great”humber of dcveloping countries, especlally those of-Afriéa, through
the Yaounds and Lomé cﬁnvcntians, cnd through a nuamber of other arrange-
ments. There is enarmousvpatential here.  4s M. Cheysson will be
.addressing the_Ccuncil on behalf of the Cmmissi-n >f the Communitices
loter today, I shall mot go into detail. But I state today the full
awarcnesé of the Community of the noods of Afric .on developing countrics.
28 of the most scricusly affeeted countries, and 18 of the loezst
dsvelopad cauﬂtries, dre in this continent. TPhe world knows of the
Sahclian Zone. Iﬁ is righﬁ-that the:Council.should have on its agenda
at this scssion as scparate items the gquesticn of assistance 1o Zawbio
and Mizambiqué.

/IV
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A11 the matters to which I have referred ore in the realm of the

responsibilitics of this Council.

ponsibilitics derive, rcequires us

The Charter, from which those res-

~
4

to look at cconomic qucstions in

broad context. Article 55 and the reloted provisions link cconomic,

goecial and humanitarian issucs at
covers all these issucs,

The Ieconori

merely the ceonomic.

not two. Its constitution is a r

of the c¢volution and re-ordering

the individual and helping him or

The g

Cruncil's prime responsi

is-to conrdinate th: work »f the
system and to initizte ncw polici
G.neral Assembly in its work. Ou
preparation, political dceision-n

session, and later in Now York, w

many points. The word “dovelopmeont®

It covers the full range of human life not
¢ and Social Council is onc council,
cflection of the uvltimatce objectives

of our economic relationg: respeet for

her to achiéve a fuller 1lifc.

bility, as we in the Community sce 1it,

economic and SOCiai secfors of the UN
¢S in'thesé sectors so as'ﬁovhelp the
r functions are those of f5réth5ught,
3king and coordination. Dufing this

e will be considering how the Council

can best fulfil these functions; and, indeed, the consolid-ted negotiao-

ting text prepared by the Choirman of %he Ad Hoc Commiftee on

estructuri sti es an important clement in this perspective.
Restructuring constitutes an important element in this rgpeetiv

This Council hzs its own individusl contribution to make to world inter-

dependence. I know some people t

hink that the word "interdcpendcnce" is

so overworked that it should be expunged from the vocabulary of inter-

national relations.

nced to undorstand what is meant by it.

Indsed, I sometimes share that view myself. But we

We in the Community have good

reason to be aware that thére is not only interdependence betwesn ecun-

trics but also interdependence between issues with 211 that that implics

within as well as among countrics,
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The Leonomic and bocial Council, as a gldnce ot its cgonda shows
has a SPVCIul TbSpOnglblllby for thot 1ntvrdc cendence in the Unitod
Nations context. o can'best:u'scbaréb it not by duplicating the work
of expcrt bodics charged with detailed discussions and negotiations,
but by putting all this work into a firm and dynomic perspective. Thet
is What the gystenm wants.fram us. That is whot the systom nceds. As I
have already 1ndlc“tbd We shauld,évaidAcxoessive emphasis on any one
mecting or_policy o; prpscripx?on as ﬁh@ ﬁouchstone of world cecoperation
for development. IlfL is more complicatoed than that. But what we should
de is to look ahead. We have noted with intercst the roport of the most
recent meeting‘of the Committee for vabjoﬁmbnt Plaﬂnlng which.will_be
considored later in £his s.ssion. The Committee conclude thatAthe
Ebonémic and;Social Counecil and thL Genveral Assenmbl y saauld initicte the
necessary techhical work by organisatiﬁns of the'unit;d fations system
iﬁ their respective aréas of c3mpetehce ~'that Could,serve s o basis
for formulating an ap@ropriatc 1t;rnnt1ﬁn41 deve loym nt strutcby for a
“third United Notions Development Decade. 4s a Community, Mr President,
we eﬁdorsa that recommendation.. |

'ﬁ .

Finally 1 would like to-return t0 thc question of restructuring of
the United Nations systen. The Ad Hoce C:mmlttgc csteblished by the
bbventh Sy»Clﬂl u»SSlon of tbb Gen ra l Assembly has alrcady nade a use-
ful start. We wvaluc the splrlt of lnqulry and undcrstanding which has.
ch“r eteriscd its proc. bdlﬂéu- Restructuri ng of the Beonnmic and Social
sectors of the UN system is no sﬁbstltute to dlscu851on ana_action more
fruitful and effcecctive., Thas delggitions of fhe members statea of the
kDurop an Cammunlty w1]1 contlnuv to p]uy @n active part in.this important

/task
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task in the Ad Hoe Committce, in th

the General Assenbly.

vV

I would not wish to camclude th

the clear detcerminction of the Buro
sify the procoss of discussion and
the framewnrk of the Unit.d Nations

©
o

Council has particular responsibi
exprzssed by His fxcellency the Pre
M. Houphouet-Boigny, in his opening
tribute té him, not only for the cl
situation, but 2lso for the gpirit

L )
(<]

which inspircd his statement wel

country,
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Beonomic and Social Council and in

i
1s intcervention without reaffirming
pean Community to pursuc and inten-—
dianlogue, which was initiated in

, and for the success of which this
lity, as was so outstandingly
sident of the Republic,
speech., I would like to pay

car analysis he gave of the world
of cooperztion and undcerstanding

I 2s the gceneral policy of his






