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NOT 70 BE USED BY MEDIA oaoa,

_ CLUB TAPES UNTIL 20.30 HRS

Spoéch by the Re. Hon cjo:ga Thomson, Member of the Commission for Regional

vAtfai.xs, addregsing the Newspaper Society , the Association of Publishers of the
- regional and locel press in thc UK at the Grosvenor Iiotel, Chester.
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YNow that Britain has unequivocaily decidad to remain in the European Comsunity,
the task of the news media in reporting Brussels takes on .an entirely new dimension.

The Community, is no longer "them and us",it is no longer a lot of foreigners
over there on the other side of the Channel, whom we have to decide whether to
join or moc.

- Community affairs have ceased to be foreign affairs and have become part of
British domestic policy. Brussels has become partly a British city. It is as if
the seat of our GCovermoment instead of straddling the Thames, now straddles the
Straits of Dover. Everyday decisions about everyday things -~ the price of butter,
the supply of our fish and ehipo. the job prospects for ovr youngsters - which
‘have for gensrations been taken in wmemu. are now taken partly in Whitehall

- and partly in Brussels.

More than £800 uillion of granté and loans has vow flowed from Brussels
iuzo the towns and villages of Britain. It includes money to build a tuanel under
the Thames estuary and the Great Kielder Reservoir in the North ~ both saving the
overburdened ratepayers useful sums of wmoney. It includes cash to resettle :
redundant steel workers or to sove minsra' lives, to help combat poverty in our
cities or to assist migrants to settle to m vay of life,

When 1 announce a £30 million: grant of cmumty Regmnal Pund money to help
build new factories and provide new jobs we are lucky to get a few lines for generas!
announcement in the great national newspapers, so blasé have we become about mere
millions. But scores of the {ndividual announcements sxe fromt page news in scores
of provincial and local papers. .

We shall try to the limit of cur means to improve our services to the
provincial press. I hope that you will look at the poseibility of improving
your own coverage in Brussels, perhaps by cooperative arrangements, or by more
frequent visits. ' ‘

1 recognise that the costs of maintaining a correspondent have becows heavier
and heavier .as the £ has fallen, but it remsins a pity that the British provincial

newspapoers should be missing when so many provincial papers Wt’
countries have representatives in Bruasels,
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mu, Mn mnetom mrtc:poadents, band pcmnently
ional papers give prominent coverage to the day to day
Commmity. They rightly see these activities as belng of
mcerut to the ama;a Gomm cinzcn.

mnla, vhose
iv_ities of the .

'm zutopean Conun&ty A8 00 lm« the ayotetio\n presmo of the manderins
‘of the Foreign Office, the workplace of some hundreds of humdrum civil servants.
It has ceased to be simply a story for the diplomatic correspondents and' becone

‘inctusmgly a mt:o:: of noml ‘newspaper reporting.

Day hyzlhy ﬂtm: m hamning in mity offices which are local news
tor, or Cheshive or Rewcastle - if only there were anyone in Brussels

£

:ln
~_to spot- thn 2o
prosperous bz
Brussels..

“But the British provincial press - the most vigorous amd most
our uevapaper mtlustry =« is virtually unrepresented in

incial nmwxm: gxoups vho msintain a dozen men in the House
Etitheir own rogional parish to look after, but not s single
Brussels where there ia 8 growing flow of regional news.

pehtion renains -unrﬁpteaented, still taking the old
russels is “abroad" and therefore the prescrve of Reuters,
. the whole world and not for British conswsption.

_‘vay is. as. mch a centre of British news as is Birminghan.
: :rxea to £il11 this vecuum by xts own information service,

i' nidhe vion offieea in every capital in the Cmnity but we have
recognised ‘the: fhdreance of bringing home the reslity of the Community to the
citizens ot &a u! major recruit to the EEC by opening information offices

pnburgh, as in London, Good cooperation is being built up with
8§, both the dailies. and the loeal mklies.

ins to ;ivo :ha actzvu‘ia of the European Community a
sppeal. We have an infmitc ccpeity in Bruncu for mking

[P YO ,-.,..«r..

1£heraee and eonacim_ ctfott to crutc 8 Europe of the common
@an and woman,’ wt ‘of the technocrats - apd to mhin ii in plain straightfor-
ward language. - ‘ . N ;

The Cm\mity will be judged by the ordiury ,citiua over t:he next few yeers,
more than anything else by two things. First the contridution it is able to make
_to dealing with the new scourge of technological unuployunt. particularly
amongst the young.  Second how far it emables ‘the Voice of the housevife to be
heard - and heeded -~ in the Cormmmity, especielly’ 4n regerd to excessive surpluses

~ of ‘food. The farmer deserves a fair deal, dut s0 does t:lh consumer, and a nevw
'-f"ﬁmnce needs to bo struck between them. , R

S Apart from these fundesmental conaideutiom. ﬂm'e are other importent ways
~fn vhich the Compunity's appeal can be videned. i

~ The Belgian Prime Minister in an alwpost fmutten chapter of hias report

.+to the April Buropean Summit, puts forward a number of good ideas for & citizens"
Purope, which I hope will be followed up by the Heads of Goverrment. We must wmake
urope recal in human terns, by cnabling people to travel around the Community as
ly as they can travel in their-own country. ‘& ‘European passport, backed by
py~to~use heslth service arrangements for ‘travellers will show in a2 tonvincing

5y that we are citizena of Europe as well ;n-untimh of our own country. We
st.get rid of the curtain of red tape that stin too often far.:u the traveller
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et thu mtarnal fron:wcs of the t:mity. I sometimes think the
mountitin of “bumph” is a more serious probles for us than the mountain of butter
vh:ch:-!tciv time. to time unlike thaupaper melts my. .

I 80 valkint, on the Gemm ﬁ'ontier m the Ardemu, vhere a uction of the
siogitiad Line once stood bristling with barbed wire and pill boxes. Today

“the battlefield i< a trans-border natural pafk and you can walk back and forward
at:mn the frontier without ever being stopped for a passport. That -yubolises
thl Buropean Community for me a lot more than the dusty dossiers in the pigeon
holea of . l:he Council of umxa:ers. :

!ut for our young people thc Szegftud Line is as much a mysterious
ancimc somment as an Aztec tesple., They take for granted that the Continent
‘{5 & playground and vot a battlefield. They need nev and contemporary reasons

fnt aequiriug @ European geuse of idenuty.

S 3 uunld like to see an imapinative mraue of educational exchanges

' mounted for our young peoplé. Both Britain snd France know how much education

haa btought their tnp«:tive overseas commonvwealths together,

Rothing comparable takeo place at Comniey level. I would like to see
h:th*‘fmra spending a whole term in each other’s school, university

' _prpia&m:n -axchanging chairs and a Coumunity scholarship scheme on the same
unteal %ml;: basie we have with the axiating Cmnmnalsh scholarship plan.

, As ome travels around the Comt inent, mry little town has at its entrance
a welcoming board telling which towm elscwhere in the cmnity is its twin.
The cumulative effect is considersble. We ga in for town-twinning, dut rarely
for making the fact visible to all. Couldn't the Local Apthontg Asgociations
"giv'ﬂ a 1ea*d ‘here? ' -

The Buropean Court of Justice tock up au air stevardua s case the other
day and dalivered a devasting judgerent {n favour of egusl pay for women. As
Purope becomes bigger 2ud more complex, we sust atrengcm Ceuunity machinery
to pafeguard individual rights. _ ,

All this - the Community of the cormon man - viu.'roceivo & great impetus
from tho establiszhment if direct elections to the Burcpesn Parliament. The powers
of the Parliament will etill remain to ba fought for and . the underlying problems
of getting national governments to agree oo bringing their nine national economies

topether will remain as forbidding as ever. Ravertheléss, once direct elections

' are underway, things will uever be the same agnn. A direct link will have

Been fnrged boiween the citizen and his emmty For ths provincial press
thiz will be a challenge 2nd sn copportunity, just as auch as it will be for
aational leaders or for Buropean Cormissioners. "

oy!m.n‘h.l—.m-'.g@- .
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