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Explanatory Memorandum A

1. The attached Proposal for a Council Dec131on represents the legal instrument for‘
~~ the conclusion of the three bilateral . Agreements establishing codperation
between the Repubhc of Cyprus and the European Community within the
framework of the Leonardo da Vinci, Youth for Europe III ‘and Socrates
programmes :

2. The Counc1l Decision -of 6 December 1994 establlshmg the. Leonardo da VlnCl
programme and the Decisions of the European Parliament and of the Council of
14 March 1995 establishing the Youth for Europe III and Socrates programmes
explicitly provide that these three programmes shall be open to the participation

- of the Repubhc of Cyprus and Malta..

Moreover, as stated in the resolutlon of the EU/Cyprus Association Council of
12 June 1995, the participation" of Cyprus in these three Community
-programmes is one of the elements of the pre-accession strategy implemented
for that country in accordance with the conclusxons of the General Affairs
Council of 6 March 1995, :

"The three bilateral Agreements are aimed at laying down the conditions and

" arrangements for the participation of that country. The competent departments
of the Commission conducted negotiations with the Republic of Cyprus on the
basis of the Directives adopted by the Council on 22 December 1995.

3. In accordance with the Council Dlrecttves the three Agreements 1n1t1alled on-13
March 1997, contatn the following elements:

- the Republic of Cyprus will participate in all the activities conducted within
the framework of the Leonardo da Vinci, Youth for Europe III and Socrates -
- programmes,’ in principle in the same way as the Member States of the
Community (Articles l to 4);

- to ensure the Communrty dimension of the programmes, all transnational |
projects proposed by Cyprus will be required to include a-minimum number of
partners from the EC Member States (Article 4);

- Cyprus shall put in place the natlonal structures and mechamsms required for
its partlcxpatlon (Article 5% » .o

- Cyprus shall make an annual ﬁnan01a1 contrlbutlon correspondlng to'the cost
- of its partmpatlon in each programme (Article.6 and Annex)

- responsrblhty for the lmplementatlon of each agreement will be vested in a -
Joint Committee (Article 7); Cyprus will-also be invited to attend coordination »
-meetings prior to the formal sessions of the programme management
' committees (Article 8):

- the Agreements w1ll be concluded for the duration of the programmes (Artlcle .

13).




4.  These Agreements, intended to establish close cooperation links with Cyprus in
the fields of education, training and youth, are in the interest of the Community.

They also represent an essential stage in the Republic of Cyprus S preparatlon
for accessmn

The conclusmn of these Agreements is, therefore of cons1d able political
importance.

Ideally, they should enter into éffect in the first half of 1997 so as to enable the
Republic of Cyprus to take part in the calls for proposals for 1997.

5. Inview of the foregoing, the Commission urges the Council to adopt the Proposal
fora De0151on attached hereto. '

—



‘Proposal for a

COUNCIL DECISION

concerning the conclusion of bilateral agreements
- between the Community and Cyprus
on the latter's participation in Community programmes m the fields of
educatlon, training and youth

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,
‘Having;regard_to the Treaty establishing the Elrropean Community, and in particular ’
Articles 126 and 127, in conjunction with Article 228(3) first paragraph thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission
Havrng regard to the opinion of the European Parhament

Whereas the Resolutron of the Assocratlon Council E.U. /Cyprus of 12 June 1995
established certain elements of a pre-accessron strategy whlch include the partrcrpatlon '
of Cyprus in Commumty programmes; - -

' Whereas pursuant to Council Decision" 94/819/EC of 6 December 19941, Decision
818/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 March 19952 and
Decision 819/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 March 19953
the Community established an action programme: for the implementation of a European
Community vocational training policy, hereinafter called "Leonardo da Vinci", adopted

~ the third phase of the "Youth for Europe" programme and estabhshed the Commumty
action programme "Socrates"; | :

'Whereas the above mentloned Decisions provide, in Articles 9(2) 7(4) and 7(3)
respectlvely, that these three programmes shall be open to the partlcrpatlon of Cyprus

‘Whereas the Commrsswn has negotlated on behalf of the European Commumty, three
agreements to enable Cyprus to partrclpate in these programmes

Whereas these: agreements should be approved

-

1 0OJjL 340,29.12.1994, p. 8.
2. OJL87,204.1995,p. 1.

3 oJrsy, 20.4.1995, p. 10.




HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

The three Agreements between the European Community and the Republic of Cyprus
concerning the participation of the Republic of Cyprus in the Leonardo da Vinci, Youth
for Europe and Socrates programmes, are hereby approved on behalf of the European
Community.

" The texts of the Agreements are attached to this Decision.

The Commission shall represent the Community in the Joint Committee provided for in
Article 7-of the respective agreements.

Article 3

The President of the Council shall, on behalf of the Community, give the notifications
provided for in Art. 14 of the Agreements.

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Done at Brussels s For the Council



between the European Community and the Republic of Cyprus establishing cooperation fn '
the field of vocational training within the framework of the Leonardo da Vinci programme

"THE EUROP_EAN COMMUNITY,

on the one part, and

' THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS,;

on the other part,

- WHEREAS , pursuant to Couneil Decision 94/819/EC of 6 December 19944, an action programme
for the implementation of a European Community vocational trammg policy, v ("the Leonardo da-
Vmc1 programme"), was estabhshed :

WHEREAS Decision 94/819/EC prov:des in’its: Article 9 for the openmg of the Leonardo da
Vinci programme to Cyprus ;

, WI-IEREAS the partxcrpatlon of Cyprus in the Leonardo da Vinei programme constitutes a
-significant step in the pre-accession strategy of Cyprus ;

WHEREAS the Contracting Parties have a common interesf in cooperation in vocational training as .
part of the wider cooperation-between the Commumty and Cyprus and wnth the alm of contrrbutmg
to a dynamic and homogeneous development in this fi eld

40Jno L 340, 29.12.1994, p. 8.




WHEREAS, in particular, cooperation between the Community and Cyprus, with a.view to
pursuing the objectives fixed for the Leonardo da Vinci programme, within the context of
transnational cooperation activities involving the Community and Cyprus, by its nature enriches the
impact of the different actions undertaken pursuant to that programme, and-strengthens the skill
levels of human resources in the Community and Cyprus ;

‘WHEREAS the Contracting Parties consequently expect to obtain mutual benefits from the
- participation of Cyprus in the Leonardo da Vinci programme; :

WHEREAS a successful cooperation in this field implies a general commitment by the Contracting
Parties to make complementary efforts to strmulate the European dimension in the field of
vocational training;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS :
Article 1

Field of cooperation

Cooperation between the Community and Cyprus shall be established in all the strands and actions
of the Leonardo da Vinci programme as set out in Part A of the Annex to Decision 94/819/EC.

Unless 6therwise provided in this Agreement, conditions for participation of Cyprus’ organisations
or individuals in each of the strands shall be the same as those applicable to organisations or
individuals from the Member States of the Community.

Article 2

Objectives and contents of actions

The objectives and contents of the actrons to be taken under the Leonardo da Vinci programme are
set out in Decision 94/819/EC, in partrcular in Article 3 and Part A of the Annex.



Language preparation and trammg concerns the off cial languages of the. Commumty In -
exceptional, circumstances, other languages could be accepted if the 1mp|ementat10n of the
programme S0 requlres :

" }Irricle 3

Eligible orgdnisations and individuals

‘The eligibility of org_ani’sations‘and individuals of Cyprus shall be subject to the rules set out in -
- Decision 94/819/EC, in particular in Article 2 and Part A and Part C, Section I of the Annex.

Artfcle 4

Procedures

Eligible orgamsatrons ‘and mdrvrduals of Cyprus shall take paﬂ in the Leonardo da Vmcr
programme according to the condmons and ryles set out in Decision 94/819/EC in-particular in -
Part C of the Annex _ » o o : o .

The.ternis and conditions for the submission, evaluation and selection of applicatiorrs and proposals
of pilot projects; programmes and any other measures shall be the same as those appllcable to
orgamsatrons and individuals of the Community. - :

~ To ensure the Community dimension of the Leonardo da Vinci programine, transnational projects
and activities proposed by Cyprus will be required to include a minimum number of partners from |
" the Member States of the Community.. This minimum number will be decided'in the framework of.
the unplementatron of the Programme, takmg into account the nature of the various activities, the .
-number of partners in a given project, and the number of countries participating in the Programme. |

Projects and activities carried out solely between Cyprus and the EFTA-EEA States or any other
_ third country, including those with an ‘association agreement with the Commumty, to which
participation in the Leonardo da Vinci programme is open, shall-not be ehglble for Commumty
financial support ' :

- Articie 5

National structures



Cyprus shall provide the appropriate structures and mechanisms at national 'lével and shall take all

other necessary steps to ensure national coordination and organization of the implementation of the
Leonardo da Vinci programme, in conformity with Article 4(3) of Decision 94 /819/EC. *

Arti(;'le 6

Financial conditions

To cover the costs arising from its participation in the Leonardo da Vinci programme, Cyprus shall
pay each year a contribution to the General Budget of the European Union, according to the terms
and conditions set out in the Annex, which shall constitute an integral part of this Agreement.

Article'7
Joint Committee
I A Joint Committee is hereby established.
2. The Joint Committee shall consist, on the one hand, of representatives of the Community;

and, on the other, of representatives of Cyprus.

- 3. The Joint Committee shall be responsible for the implebmentatio'n of this Agreement.

4, At the request of either Party, the Cohtracting Parties shall exchange information and hold
consultations within the Joint Committée on activities covered by this. Agreement and
related financial aspects. :

\

5. - The Joint Committee shall act by agreement.

6.  The Joint Committee shall meet at the request of either Contracting Party, in accordance
with the conditions to be laid down in its rules of procedure.

-8-



‘ Artfcle8 ;

Coordination meetings

The representatlves of the Community in the Joint Commlttee shall take the apprOpnate steps to
ensure coordination between the implementation of this Agreement and the decisions taken by the -
_ Commumty in respect of the 1mplementanon of the Leonardo da Vinci programme

In order to facnhtate this ecordination and without pre_;ud1ce to the procedures set forth in Article 6
of Decnslon 94/819/EC, representatives of Cyprus shall be invited to coordination meetings prior to
the regular Leonardo da Vinci commiittee meetings. The Commlssxon shall inform Cyprus about
the results of such regular meetmgs

P




Article 9

Free movement .

The Contracting Parties shall make every effort to facilitate the free movement and residence of
persons moving between Cyprus and the. Commumty for the purpose of participating in the
actnvmes covered by this Agreement

Article 10

Monitoring, evaluation and reports

Without prejudice to the responsibilities of the Commission and the Community's Court of
Auditors in relation to the monitoring and evaluation of the Programme pursuant to Article 10 of
Decision 94/819/EC, Cyprus' participation in the. Leonardo da Vinci programme shall be
continuously monitored on a partnership basis involving the Commission and Cyprus. Cyprus shall -
submit tc the Commission the reports to which reference is made in Art. 10 of Decision 94/819/EC.
It will take part in any other spécific activities set out by the Community in' this regard.

Article 11

Use of languages -

The language to be used as regards the apphcatlon process, contracts, reports to be submitted and
other administrative arrangements for the Leonardo da Vinci programme shall be one of the official

languages of the Community.

-10 -



Article 12
Territories

\

Thls Agreement shall apply, on the one hand to the terrltorles in which the Treaty establlshmg the
European Community is applied and under the conditions laid down i in that Treaty and, on the

other, to the temtory of Cyprus.

- Article 13

Duration -

1. This Agreement is concluded for the duratlon of the Leonardo da Vinci programme (untll 31
December 1999) .

2. Should the Leonardo da Vinci programme: be revised, this Agreement may be renegotlated or
terminated. Cyprus shall be notified of the. revised programme within one month of its ‘adoption.
" Within a further two months, either Contracting Party may request a renegotiation or termination of
this Agreement In the event of termination, the practical arrangements for dealing with outstandmg

commltments shall be the sub_lect of: negotiations between-the Contractmg Parties.

3. Either Contracting Party may, at any time, request a revision of this Agreement. To this'end, it. -
_ shall submit a request to the other Contracting Party. The Contracting Parties may instruct the Joint
Committee to examine this request and, where appropriate, to make recommendatlons to them,

_ partlcularly with a view to- openmg negotlatlons

S11-




Article 14

Entry into force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the notification by the
Contracting Parties of the completion of their respective procedures. -

Article' 15
‘ Languages of the Agreement

This Agreement is drawn up in duplicate in the Danish, Dutch, English, French, Finnish, 'German,‘
Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish languages, each of these texts being equally
authentic. ' ' '

Done at Brussels on the ....... day of ........ in the year

()

’

For the European Community

()

For the Republic of Cyprus ' (.)

-12 -



ANNE,X

Financial conditions

1. Cyprus shall pay each year a contribution to the General Budget of the European Union to cover
the subsidies or other financial support from the Leonardo da Vinci programme to be received by
* the Cypriot beneficiaries or by the national agency established by Cyprus in conformity with
Article 4(3) of Declsmn 94/819/EC This contribution will be 450000 ECU . '

For every budget year, -the aggregated amount of subsidies recelved from the Programme - by
Cypriot beneﬁcmnes and by the natlonal agency of Cyprus 'may not exceed the above contribution .

~

Should the aggregated amount be lower than the contribution, the Commission of the European
Communities will transfer the balance to the following budgetary exercise, and it will be deducted
from the following year's contribution. Should any balance remain on the. termlnatlon of the Pro-.
. gramme, the correspondmg amount will be reimbursed to Cyprus :

2. In addition to the contribution referred to in point 1, Cyprus will pay annually 32000 ECU to.
cover supplementary administrative costs related to the management of the Programme by the
Commission stemming from Cyprus' participation. This amount will not be sub_]ect to the
provisions set out in the 3rd paragraph of point 1. :

- 3. The Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget of the European Umon shall apply,
' notably to the managemient of the contrlbutlon of Cyprus ' i _

Atthe begmnmg of each year, from 1997 onwards, or 1mmedlately after the entry mto force of this.
Agreement, the Commission shall send to Cyprus a call for funds correspondmg to its contribution
referred to in points 1 and 2 above :

"Thls contribution shall be expressed 1n ECU and paid into -an ECU bank account of the

: Commrssmn

Cyprus shall pay its contribution at the latest’ within three monthis of the call for funds. Any delay in_
the payment of the contribution shall give rise to the payment of interest by Cyprus on the
outstanding amount from the due date The interest rate shall cor respond to’ the rate applied by the

-13 -




European Monetary Cooperation Fund (EMCF), for tHe month.of the due date, for its 6perations in
ECU?, increased by 1,5 percentage points.

4. If necessary to take into account programme developments, the contribution of Cyprus referred.
to in points 1 and 2 may be adapted by the Joint Committee.

Rate published monthly in the Official Journal of the European Communities - C series.
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between the European- -Comnunity and the Republtc of Cyprus establtslzmg cooperatton in the
f eld of. youth within the framework of the third phase of the YOU TH FOR EUROPE
‘ programme ,

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,
| on the one.paxf, and - - :
. THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS,

on the other part,
WHEREAS, pursuant to DeCISIOn 81 8/95!EC6 of the European Parllament and of the Council of 14 :
March ‘1995, -the third phase of the Youth for Europe programme ("the Youth for Europe"

programme"), was adopted

¥

WHEREAS Decision 818/95/EC prov1des in its Amc]e 7 for the opemng of the Youth for Europe
programme to Cyprus ; ] o

60J no L 87, 20.04.1995, p.1. o o
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WHEREAS the participation of Cyprus in the Youth for Europe programme constitutes a
significant step in the pre-accession strategy of Cyprus;

WHEREAS, in particular, cooperation between the Community and Cyprus, with a view to
pursuing the objectives fixed for the Youth for Europe programme, within. the context of
transnational cooperation activities involving the Community and Cyprus, by its nature enriches the
impact of the different actions undertaken pursuant to that programme, and widens the horizon of
youth exchanges in the Community and Cyprus ;

WHEREAS the Contracting Parties consequently expect to obtain mutual benefits from the
participation of Cyprus in the Youth for Europe programme ;

WHEREAS a successful cobpe‘ratién in this field implies a general commitment by the Contracting
Parties to make complementary efforts to stimulate the European dimension in the youth field;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS : | .

Article 1

Field of cooperation

Cooperation bétweén the Commlinity and Cyprus shall be established in all areas of actions of the
Youth for Europe programme, as set out in the Annex to Decision 818/95/EC, except Action D.

Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, conditions for participation of Cyprus’ organisations

or individuals in each of the actions shall be the same as those applicable to organisations or -
individuals from the Member States of the C/ommunity.

~

Article 2

Objectives and contents of actions

- 16 -



The objectives and contents of the actions to be taken under the Youth for Europe programme are
_ setoutin Decnslon 818/95/EC, in pamcular in 1ts Articles 3 and 4 and in its Annex.

~

Article 3 -

Eligible organisations and young people

L3

The eligibility of organisations and young people of Cyprus shall be subject to the rules set out m
Decision 818/95/EC, including its Article 4. -

B

Article-4

Procedures

Ellglble orgamsatlons and young people of Cyprus shall take. part in- the Youth for Europe -
programme accordmg to the condxtlons and rules set out in Decision 8 18/95/EC. '

- The terms and conditions for the submission, evaluation, selection of applications and any other
measures, _shall be the same as those appllcab]e to the orgamsatlons and young people of the
Community. .

" To ensure the Community dimension of the Youth for Europe programme, transnational projects.
-and activities proposed by Cyprus will be required to include a minimum number of partners from
the Member States of the Community. This minimum number will be decided in the framework of
the implementation of the Programme, taking into account the nature of the various activities, the

" number of partners in a given project, and the number of countries participating in the Programme.

Projects and activities carried out solely between Cyprus and the EFTA-EEA States or any other
third country, including those with an association agreement with the Community, to. which
participation in the Youth for Europe programme is open, shall not be eligible for Community
financial support : :

Article 5

National structures

“17-




Cyprus shall provide the appropriate structures and mechanisms at national level and shall take all:
other necessary steps to ensure national coordination and organisation of the implementation of the
" Youth for Europe programme, in conformity with Article 5 of Decision 818/95/EC.

Article 6

Financial conditions - . -

- To cover the costs arising from its participation in the Youth for Europe programme, C)"prus shall
pay each year a contribution to the General Budget of the European Union, according to the terms
and conditions set out in the Annex, which shall constitute an integral part of this Agreement.

-18 -



Article '7

Joint Committee
1. - Aloint Committee is hereby established.
2. The Jomt Committee shall consrst on the one hand, of representatlves of the Commumty,

and, on the other, of representatlves of Cyprus.

L]
'

3. The Joint Committee shall be responsible for the implementation of this Agreement.

\

4. At the request of elther Party the Contractmg Parties shall exchange mformatlon and hold
censultations - within the Joint Committee on activities covered by this Agreement and
related ﬁnancxal aspects.

v

-

5. The Joint Committee shall act by agreement.

6.  The Joint Commlttee shall mieet at the request of either Contractmg Party, in accordance :
‘ wrth the condxtrons to be laid down i in its rules of procedure

Article 8

‘Coordination meetings

The representatives of the Community in the Joint Committee shall take the appropriate steps to
ensure coordination. between the implementation of this Agreement and the decisions taken by the
, Commumty in respect of the lmplementatlon of the Youth for Europe programme

In order to facilitate this coordination and without preJudlce to the prucedures set forth in Article 6 -
of Decision 818/95/EC representatives of Cyprus shall be invited to coordination meetings prior to
the regular Youth for Europe committee meetings. The Commission shall mform Cyprus about the
results of such regular. meetmgs
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Article 9

Free movement

The Contracting Parties shall make every effort to facilitate the free movement and residence of
young people and other eligible persans moving between Cyprus and the European Community for
the purpose of participating in the activities covered by this Agreement

Article 10

"Monitoring, evaluation and reports

RN
T2

Without prejudice to the responsibilities of the Commission and the Community's Court of
Auditors in relation to the monitoring and evaluation of the Programme pursuant to Article 9 of
Dec:lsxon 818/95/EC, Cyprus' participation in the Youth for Europe programme shall be
con;nnuously monitored on a partnership basis involving the Commission and Cyprus. Cyprus shall
submit to the Commission of the European Communities, to assist the latter in drafting reports on
the experience acquired in the application of the programme, a contribution describing the national
measures taken by Cyprus in this regard. It will take'part in any other specific actlvmes set out by

the Community in this regard.

-20 -



-Artiele 11

Use of languages -

The Ianguages to be used as regards the application process, oontracts reports to be submltted and
“other administrative arrangements for the Youth for Europe programme shall be one of the offi cial
languages of the Commumty .

Atticle 12 -

- Territories

This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the territories in which the Treaty establishing the .
-European Community is applied and under the conditions laid down in that Treaty and, on the
other, to the terrltory of Cyprus

Article 13

Duration

I.- This Agleement is concluded for the duratxon of the Youth for Europe programme (untll
-~ 31 December 1999) . .

2. Should the Youth for Europe progralnme be revised, this Agreement may be renegotiated or
~“terminated. Cyprus shall be notifi ed of the revised programme ‘within one month of its adoption.
Within a further two months, either Contracting Party may request a renegotratlon or termination of
this Agreement. In the event of termination, the practical arrangements for dealing with outstandmg ‘
commltments shall be the subject of negotlatlons between the Contracting Parttes

3. Either Contractlno Party may, at any time, request a revision 1 of this Agreement To this end, it
~ shall submlt a request to the other Contracting Party. The Contractmg Parties may mstruct the Jomt

221 -



Committee to examine this request and, where appropriate, to make recommendations to them,
particularly with a view to opening negotiations.

N

Artic_le 14

Entry into force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the notlﬁcatlon by the
Contractmg Parties of the completxon of their respective procedures.

Article 15
Languages of the Agreement

This Agreement is drawn up in duplicate in the Danish, Dutch, English, French, Finnish, German,
Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish languages, each of these texts being equally
authentlc

Done at Brussels on the ... day of ... in the year
‘For the European Community

For the Republic of Cyprus

-22 -
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ANNEX

~ Financial conditions

1. Cyprus shall pay each year a contrlbutlon to the General Budget of the European Umon to cover' o
the subsidies or other ﬁnancral support from the Youth for Europe programme to be recerved by the o

Cypriot beneficiaries or by the national agerncy estabhshed by Cyprus in conformlty w1th Artlcle 5

- of Decision 818/95/EC. Thls contnbutron will be :

130 000 ECU in 1997 for partxclpatmg in Action Al (Youth exchange and mobllzty) and Bl
(Support for Action A1) ;

230 000 ECU in 1998 and 280 000 ECU in 1999 for partlcrpatmg in all the actxons of the
programme, except Action D. :

" For every budget year, the aggregated amount of subsidies received from the Programme by

Cypriot beneficiaries and by the national agency of Cyprus may not exceed the above contriburion .

Should the aggregated amount be lower than the contribution, the Commission of the European_
Communities will transfer the balance to the following budgetary exercise, and it will be deducted

~ from the following year's contribution. Should any balance remain on the termination of the Pro-

gramme, the corresponding amount will be reimbursed to Cyprus.

2. In addition to the contribution referred to in point 1, Cyprus will pay 9 000 ECU i in 1997r 16 000 .

ECU in 1998, and 20 000 ECU in'1999 to cover supplementary administrative costs related to the .
_ management of the Programme by the Commission stemming from Cyprus' participation. These
- amounts will not be subject to the provisions set out in the 3rd paragraph of point 1.

3. The Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget of the European Union shall apply,
~ notably to the management of the contribution of Cyprus. ‘

At the beginning of each year, from 1997 onwards, or immediately after the entry into force of this

Agreement, the Commission shall send to Cyprus a call for funds corresponding to its contribution

. referred to in points 1 and 2 above.

.23 -




This contribution shall be expressed in ECU and pald into an ECU- bank account of the
Commlssmn

Cyprus shall pay its contribution at the latest within three months of the call for funds. Any delay in

the payment of the contribution shall give rise to the payment of interest by Cyprus on the
outstandmg amourit from' the due date. The interest rate shall correspond to the rate apphed by the‘,. .
European Monetary Cooperatlon Fund (EMCF), for the month of the due date for 1ts operatlons in

ECU 7, ificreased by 1,5 percentage pomts

4. If necessary to take into account programme developments, the contribution of Cyprus referred
to in points 1 and 2 may be adapted by the Joint Committee. :

Rate published monthly in the Official Journal of the European Communities - C series.
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between the Eumpean Commumry and the Republrc of C)rprus establrskmg cooperaaon
Jield of education within the framework of the. SOCRATES programmie . 257~ %5

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,

* on the one part, and
THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS,

~ on the other part,

'WHEREAS, pursuant to Decnsron 819/95/EC8 of the European Parhament and of the Council of 14
‘March 1995, the European Community Action’ Programme in the f eld of. Educatron ("the

SOCRATES programme"), was establlshed

WHEREAS Decision 819/95/EC prov1des in its Article 7, for the openmg of the SOCRATES
programme to Cyprus ; '

80Jno L 87,20.04.1995,p.10.
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WHEREAS the participation of Cyprus in the Socrates programme constitutes a sngmﬁcant step in
the pre-accession strategy of Cyprus;

[N

WHEREAS, in particular, cooperatlon between the Community and Cyprus, with a view to
pursuing the objectives fixed for the SOCRATES programme, within the context of transnational
cooperation activities involving the Community and Cyprus, by its nature enriches the impact of
the different. actions -undertaken pursuant to. that programme and strengthens the skill. levels of"
human resources in the Community and Cyprus ; S : N

WHEREAS the Contracting Parties consequently expect to obtain mutual benefits from the
participation of Cyprus in the SOCRATES programme; '

WHEREAS a successful cooperation in this field implies a general commitment by the Contracting
Parties to make complementary efforts to stimulate the European dimension in the education field;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS :
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Article 1 -

Field of cooperation ~~  ~ . _

- Cooperation | between the Commumty and Cyprus shall be establlshed in all areas of actrons of the'
SOCRATES programme as set out in the Annex to Dec1sron 819/95/EC. C

4

Unless otherwise provxded in this Agreement conditions for pamcrpatlon of Cyprus organisations
or individuals in each of the actions shall be the same as those apphcable to orgamsatrons or
mdlvrduals from the Member States of the Commumty

Artlcle 2
ObJectlves and contents of actlons

The objectives and contents of the dctions to be taken under the SOCRATES programme are set"
out in Decrsn)n 819/95/EC in partlcular in its Amcle 3 and 1ts Annex

Language'preparati(')n under Chapters I and II and léhguege training under Chapter III, Action 1 '

concern the official languages of the.Community. In exceptiofal circumstances, other languages v

. could be accepted if the implementation of the programme so requires.

Article 3

Eligible instgtutions, organisations and i'nd_ividuals

The ellglblllty of institutions, organlsatxons and mdlvrduals of Cyprus shall be subject to the rules ‘
set out in DCCISIOH 819/95/EC in partlcular in its Article 2
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Article 4

Procedures

Eligible institutions, organisations, and individuals of Cyprus shall take part in the SOCRATES
programme according to the conditions and rules set out in Decision 819/95/EC, and in particular
in its Article 5. :

The terms and conditions for the submission, evaluation, selection of applicétions and any other
measures, shall be the same as those applicable to the institutions, organisations and individuals of -
the Community. ‘

To ensire the Community dimension of the SOCRATES programme, transnational projects and
activities proposed by Cyprus will be required to include a. minimum number of partners from the
Member States of the Community . This minimum number will be decided in the framework of the
implementation of the Programme, taking into account the nature of the various activities, the
number of partners in a given project, and the number of countries participating in the Programme.
* Projects and activities carried out solely between Cyprus and the EFTA-EEA States or any other
third country, including those with an association agreement with the Community, to which
" participation in the SOCRATES programme is open, shall not be eligible for Community financial
support.

Article S -

‘National structures

Cyprus shall provide the appropriate structures and mechanisms at national level and shall take all
other necessary steps to ensure national coordination and organisation of the implementation of the
'SOCRATES programme, in conformxty with Article 5 of Decision 8 19/95/EC
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. Article 6

Financial conditions -

. To .covef_ the costs arising from its participation in the SOCRATES programm‘e“ Cyprus shall "'pay '
each year a contribution to the General Budget of the Evropean Union, according to the terms and -
condmons set out in the Annex, whlch shall constitute an integral part of this Agreement EEE

Article 7

Joint Committee

L. A Joint Committee is hereby established.

r

2. The Joint Committee shall consist, on the one hand, of representatlves of the Commumty,
“and, on the other, of representatlves of Cyprus ' oL et :

3. The Joint Committee shall be responsible for the implementation of this Agreement.

4. Atthe request of either Party, the Contracting Parties shall. exchange information and hold
consultations within the Joint Committee on activities covered by this- Agreement aud
related financial aspects ,

1

5. The Joint Committee shall act by agreement. .

Y

6. The Joint Committee shall meet at the request of elther Contractmg Party, m accordance
with the conditions to be laid down in its rules of procedme :
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Article 8

Coordination meetings

The representatives of the Community in the Joint Committee shall take the appropriate steps to '
ensure coordination between the implementation of this Agreement and the decisions taken by the
Community in respect of the implementation of the SOCRATES programme.

In order to facilitate this coordination and without prejudice to the procedures set forth.in Article 4
of Decision 819/95/EC, representatives of Cyprus shall be invited to coordination meetings prior to
the regular SOCRATES committee meetmgs The Commission shall inform Cyprus about the
results of such regular meetings. :

-Article 9

Free movement

The Contracting Parties shall make every effort to facilitate the free movement and residence of
'students, teachers and other eligible persons moving between Cyprus and the European Community
for the purpose of participating in the activities covered by this Agreement.

Article 10

- Monitoring, evaluation and repdrts

Without prejudice to the responsibilities of the Commission and the Community's Court of

Auditors-in relation to the monitoring and evaluation of the Programme pursuant to Article 8 of

Decision 819/95/EC, Cyprus' participation in the Socrates programme shall be continuously

monitored on a partnership basis involving thé Commission and Cyprus. Cyprus shall submit to the

Commission of the European Communities, to assist the latter in drafting reports on the experience

acquired in the application of the programme, a contribution describing the national measures taken

by.Cyprus in this regard. It will take part in any other specific activities set out by the Community -
in this regard. . : .
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" Article 11
 Use of Iangnages N

The language to be used as regards the epplication process, contracts, repons to be submitted and -
other administrative arrangements for the SOCRATES programme shall be one of the official
languages of the Community.

Article 12

Territories

This Agreement shall apply, on thie one hand to the terntones in which the Treaty estabhshmg the
European Community is applied and. under the condrtrons lald down in that Treaty and, on the

other to the temtory of Cyprus

~ Article 13

Durat_ion _ '

',1.' This Agreement is concluded for -the duratlon of the SOCRATES programme (untll
* 31 December 1999). ) : :

2. Should the SOCRATES programme be revised, this Agreement may be renegotlated or

terminated. Cyprus shall be notified of the revised programme within one month of its adoption by
the Community. Within a further two months, either Contracting Party may request a renegotiation

" or termination of this Agreement. Tn the event of termination, the practical arrangements for

dealing with outstanding commmnents shall be the sub_| ect of negotiations between the Contractmg

. Parties.
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3. Either Contracting Party may, at any time, request a revision of this Agreement. To this end, it
shall submit a request to the other Contracting Party. The Contracting Parties may instruct the Joint
Committee to examine this request and, where appropriate, to make recommendations to them,
particularly w1th aviewto openmg negotiations.

Article 14
Entry into force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the notification by the

Contracting Parties of the completion of their respective procedures.
i

Article 15

Languages of the Agreement

This Agreemeni is drawn up in duplicate in the Danish, Dutch, English, French, Finnish, German,
Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish languages, each of these texts being equally
authentic.

Done at Brussels on the ... day of ... in the year

For the European Community

For the Republic of Cyprus
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ANNEX

Financial conditions

1. Cyprus shall pay each year a contribution to the General Budget of the European Union to cover ,
the subsidies or other financial support to be recerved by the Cypnot beneﬁclarres from the
Socrates programme Thls contrrbutlon will be : :

.

236 000 ECU in 1997 for participating in Chapter I (School educatlon Comemus) and
Chapter III (honzontal measures) ;

537 000 ECU in 1998 and in 1999 for participating in the entlre Socrates programme

For every budget year the aggregated amount of subsrdles recerved from the Programme by
' Cyprrot beneficiaries may not exceed the above contribution .

Should the aggregated amount be lower than the contribution, the Commission of the European -
Communities will transfer the balance to the following budgetary exercise, and it will be deducted
from the following year's contribution. Should any balance remain on the termmatlon of the Pro- .
gramme, the correspondmg amount w1ll be rermbursed to-Cyprus.

2. In addition to the contribution referred to.in point- 1 Cyprus will pay 17 000 ECU in- 1997 38 -

000 ECU in 1998, and 38 000 ECU in 1999 to cover supplementary admlmstratrve costs related to

“ the management of the Programme by the Commission stemming from Cyprus' participation.
These amounts will not be subject to the provisions set out in the 3rd paragraph:\of point 1.

‘3. The Financial Regulatlon applicable to the General Budget of the European Umon shall apply,
notably to the management of the contnbutron of Cyprus. . ,

At the beginning of eachyear, from 1997 onwards, or immediately after the entry into force of this
Agreement, the Commission shall send to Cyprus a call for funds corresponding to its contribution
referred to in points 1 and 2. above. This contribution shall be expressed in ECU and paid into an
ECU bank account of the Commrssron :

Cyprus shall pay its contribution at the latest within three months of the call for funds. Any delay in .

the payment of the contribution shall give rise to the payment of interest by Cyprus on the ‘
outstanding amount from the due date. The interestrate shall correspond to the rate applied by the ,
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European Monetary Cooperation Fund (EMCF), for the month of the due date, for its operations in
ECU 9, increased by 1,5 percentage points.

4. If necessary to take into account programme developments the contribution of Cyprus referred
to in points 1 and 2 may be adapted by the Joint Committee.

Rate published monthly in the Official Journal of the European Communities - C series.
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" DECLARATION

These figures are calculateéd on the basis of the Commission PDB 1997 for the Socrates programme
and the distribution formulas provided in the different Chapters of the Annex to ‘Decision
819/95/EC, taking into. con51derat10n statistics avallable in 1996 for all partncnpatmg countries
- including Cyprus. : \

The Contracting Parties agree fhat, should the Cyprlot contribution to the Socrates budget be insuf-
ficient to cover the Cypriot participation in all the projects selected ona qualitative basis, the Joint
‘Committee wnll have as duty to establlsh a balance between the two above mentloned elements_ :

-
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
OPENING UP OF ITEMS 33-1001 (SOCRATES), B3-1010 (YOUTH FOR EUROPE)

' AND B3-1021 (LEONARDO DA VINCI)> TO THE PARTICIPATION OF CYPRUS
1. TITLE OF OPERATION
Socrates, Youth for Eurdpé and Leonardo da Vinci programmes.
2. BUDGET HEADINGS INVOLVED
Items B3-1001, B3-1010 and B3-1021.

3. LEGAL BASIS

Treaty estabhshmg the European Commumty, in particular Articles 126 and 127 thereof,
in conjunction with Article 228 (3), first paragraph.

Resolution of the EU/Cyprus Assoc1at10n Council of 12 June 1995, prov1d1ng for the -
opening up of the Community programmes. _ '

Council Decisiion‘(94/819/EC) of 6 December 1994 establishing the Leonardo da Vinci
programme, and in particular Article 9 (2) thereof.

European Parliament and Council Decision (818/95/EC) of 14 March 1995 estabhshmg
the Youth for Europe programme, and in pamcular Article 7 (4) thereof.
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European Parliament and Council Decision (819/95/EC) of 14 March 1995 estabhshmg
the Socrates programme and in partrcular Artlcle 7 (3) thereof.

4. DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION

41 Generai objective .

| "The partxcrpatron of Cyprus in the three above-mentloned Commumty programmes will

.. help to prepare the country for its future accession to the Union, which is an objective

recognised by the Corfu European Council of June 1994 and confirmed at subsequent :
European Councils: it is one of the elements of the pre—accessmn strategy set out-in the
Association Council's resolution of 12 June 1995.: Through its participation, Cyprus w111 :
© gain ms1ght into the Commumty programme management methods

The decision-making process for opening up the programmes entails the conclusion of
-three bilateral agreements setting out the practical arrangements. '

42 Period‘covered and arrangements for renewal .

!

The agreements are concluded for the duratlon of the three programmes ‘concerned
(endmg on 31 December 1999). -




5. CLASSIFICATION OF EXPENDITURE OR REVENUE
5.1 Non-compulsdry exp'enditure
5.2  Differentiated appropriations

5.3  Type of revenue involved:

Under the terms of Article 6 and the Annex to the three agreements concerned, Cyprus
will pay an annual contribution to the general budget of the European Union to cover all
‘the costs of its participation in each of the three programmes. It will be asked to pay its
contribution to revenue item 6092 of the Union's budget.

6. TYPE OF EXPENDITURE OR REVENUE
- 100% subsidy;
- subsidy for joint ﬁnancihg with other sour;:es in the public or private sector;

- no provision for partial or full reimbursement of the Commumty financial
contribution.

" The participation of Cyprus in the three programmes will be covered by a ﬁnancml
contribution from that country. :
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B FINANCIAL IMPACT

| 7.1  Method of calculatmg the cost of the operation for the 1997 1998 and 1999 - .
fmancml years (link between md1v1dua1 costs® and the total cost)

There will be no financial unpact on items B3 1001 B3 1010 and B3- 1&1 of the
Community budget, since the additional expenditure resulting from the part1c1pat10n of
Cyprus will be covered i in full by that country s annual financial contribution.

The financial contrlbutlon from Cyprus provxded for in the agreements corresponds to: the
operational and administrative costs arising from its participation, calculated on the basis

~ of certain parameters inherent in the three programmes concemed i.e. GDP, populatxon
education attainment levels, dxstances mvolved

‘ The cost of. Cyprus § participation in the Leonardo da Vinci programme from 1997 ‘,
onwards, amounts to ECU 482 000 per year

 With regard to Socrates, the cost amounts to ECU 253 000 in. 1997 for part1c1pat10n in
Chapters II (Comenius) and III (horizontal activities), given that Erasmus will not be
* accessible that year. In 1998 and 1999, the cost will be ECU 575 000 per year, including
Chapter 1 (Erasmus) :

., As regards Youth for Europe the cost amounts to ECU 139 000 in 1997 for
-participation in actions Al and BI, ECU 246 000 in 1998 and ECU 300 000 in 1999 for

'partmpauon in the whole programme.

7.2 Ttemised breakdown of cost

- inecus
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Programmes 1997 1998 1999 Total
Leonardo da Vinci 482 000 482 000 482 000 1 446 000
Socrates 253 000 575 000 575000 1 403 000
Youth for Europe 139000 |~ 246000 300 000 685 000
Total 874 000 1 303 000 1357000 | 3534000

The same annual amounts, in commitment appropriations, are earmarked for
revenue (item 6092), broken down as follows:

TItem 6092 ' 1997 1998 1999 TOTAL
Operational part 816 000 1217 000 1267 000 3 300 000
_Administrative pért ' 58 000 86 000 - 90 000 234 000
Total ‘ 874 000 1 303 000 1357 000 3 534 000

7.3 Operational expenditure on studies, meetings of experts, etc, included in Part B

NONE

-40 -



7.4  Schedule to be completed for multianmual operations

1997 1998 1999 Subsequent | TOTAL
" years .

1} Commitment appropriations

_Payment appropriations

1997

1998
1999

Subseq'uént years

Total

No impact on items B3-1001, B3-1010 and B3-1021.

8. FRAUD PREVENTION MEASURES (AND RESULTS OF ACTION TAKEN)

All contracts, agreements and legal commitments entered into by the Commission
allow for the possibility of spot checks by the Commission and the Court of .
Auditors. In this connection, the recipients of aid in respect of operations are
obliged to submit ﬁnanc1al reports and accounts, which are analysed both from the
point of view of content and in terms of the eligibility of expendlture in
accordance with the objective of Community ﬁnancmg -

The anti-fraud provisiéns of the basic budget hcadings shall appiy.
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9.1

ELEMENTS OF COST-EFFECTIVENESS ANALYSIS

Specific and quantified objectives; target populétion

The opening up of the Socrates,~Leonardo da Vinci and Youth for Europe
programmes to Cyprus is intended to place Typrus on an equal footing with the
Member States of the European Community in terms of the benefits deriving from
these programmes. Community action in the field of education and training must
aim primarily to broaden the knowledge and enhance the skills of Europe's
citizens, thereby increasing their sense of initiative and creativity and enabling them
to part1c1pate actively and fully in soc1ety and in the building of Europe.

The gradual creation of an open European area for education and trammg 1s the
cornerstone of such an approach.

A

In the field of education, the main objective of the Socrates programme is to
contribute to the development of quality education by encouraging cooperation
between the Member States. More particularly, the aims of the programme are:

o _to develop the European dimension of education at all levels so as to
strengthen the spirit of European citizenship, drawing on the cultural
heritage of each Member State;

. to promote a quantitative and qualitative improvement in knowledge of the
languages of the European Union, especially those which are least widely

~ used and least taught, in the interest of greater understanding and sohdarlty

~ between the peoples of the European Union, and to promote the -
intercultural dimension of education;

’ ”
® to promote wide- rangmg and intensive cooperation between educational

establishments at all levels, enhancing their intellectual and teaching
- potential; ‘
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e . - to encourage the mobility of teachers with a view to giving a FEuropean
dimension to studies, and to contnbute to the qualitative improvement of
the1r skllls

P

e to encourage the moblhty of students “enabling them to undertake part of -
" their studies in another Member State, thereby consohdatmg the European
d1mens1on in education; o o - :

o to encourage ‘contacts among puplls in' the European Umon and to promote
~ the European drmensron in their educatlon

* to encourage the academic recognition of diplomas periods of study and
‘other quahﬁcatlons with the aim of fac111tat1ng the development of an‘open’
European area for education;

. to encourage open and dxstance educatlon thhm the context of the
! programme; : S . :
» ' to foster exchanges of information and experience so that the diversity and

specificity of educational systems in the Member States become a source of
‘ ennchment and mutual stlmulatlon :

In the field of vocational tralmng, the Leonardo da Vmc1 programme is des1gned ‘
: prlmanly to ensure the unplementatlon of a vocational training policy which
supports and supplements the activities of the Member States. The main objectlves.
of the programme are: -

*  to provide support for the improvement'of vocationaI training systems and
. arrangements in the Member States: nnprovmg the quality of . initial

vocational training and- facilitating young people's entry into working life;
improving the quahty of the Member States' continuing vocational training
farrangements support for vocational information and guidance; promotmg.
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equal opportunities for men and women in vocational training; improving
the quality of vocational training arrangements for those who are
disadvantaged on the labour ‘market as a result of socio-economic,
geographical or ethnic factors, or through physical or mental disabilities,
and those who are unskilled or have insufficient quahﬁcatlons placing them
at risk of social exclusion;

. to provide support for the improvement of vocational training measures,
including university/industry cooperation, for undertakings and workers:
innovation in vocational training, with an eye to technological change and
its impact on work and the necessary qualifications and skills; investment in
continuing vocational training for workers; transfer of technological
innovation in the context of university/industry cooperation on continuing
vocational training; promoting equal opportunities for men and women;

. to provide support for the development of. language skills, knowledge and
the dissemination of innovation in the field of vocatlonal training. :

As far as youth-oriented policy is concerned, the Youth for Europe programme is
designed primarily to contribute to the education of all young people by means of
activities supplementing those of the Member States and those provided for at
Community level in the fields of education and training. More specifically, the
objectives of the programme are:

* . to step up exchange schemes for young people aged between 15 and 25
living in one or more Member States;

. to support initiatives and innovative projects of Community interest or of a
transnational nature set up by young people for young people, enabling
them to play an active and acknowledged role in society and to develop
their personal abilities, creativity, sense of solidarity and independence;

e to see that everything is done to make exchanges worthwhile ‘and ensure the
_ high quality of all measures taken under the programme;



9.2

to support the traitﬁng of youth leaders so that young people may benefit

from worthwhile joint measures attuned to the general ob]ectlves of the =~

programme

to step up cooperation among Member States and between them and the
Commission, through exchanges of experience and joint initiatives at
Commumty level, and thus to support the Member States in their
endeavours to improve the quality of services and measures for young -
people, in particular through activities aimed ‘at providing young- people
with information about the objectives of the programme :

to promote exchanges with young people from third countries, in-particular

those with which the Community. has concluded cooperation agreements.

Grounds for the operation

£

No Community financial aid chargeable to the Commim‘ity budget.

Need for Community financial aid

Choice of ways and means

The ways and means adopted for the three programmes will apply to Cyprus on the
same terms as for the Member States. -

Mazn Jactors of uncertamty which could affect the specific: results of the
operation :

With projects beihg selected on a qualitative i)asis the real impact will depend on
the Cypriot operators' ability to' respond to the calls for proposals which will be
launched by the Comrmssxon in connection with the three programmes.

\
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9.3

10.

Monitoring and evaluation of the operation

The monitoring and evaluation arrangements provided for by the Socrates,
Leonardo da Vinci and Youth for Europe programmes (with particular reference to
the measures laid down in the Decisions establishing the three programmes) will

~also cover operations financed.for beneﬁc1ar1cs in Cyprus.

IADMI-NISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE

Effective mobilisation of the necessary administrative resources is the result of an
annual decision by the Commission on the allocation of resources, taking particular
account of additional staff and funds to be allocated by the budgetary authority.
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10.1  Effect on the number of jobs

|Type of job |Staff . assigned  to Cofnprising ADuration
o administer the operation ' R _ :
Permanent |Temporary |using - existing|recourse to| 1995-1999
' resources within|additional -
the departments |resources
, : “{concerned
Officials or
+ | temporary B
staff ’
A
|B
C
Other
resources ,
TOTAL ‘ "',"

10.2 OVerall financial ixnpéct of :additional human resources

(ecus) .

1 AmQunts " |Method of calcullation
| Officials ' ’

Temporary staff

Other resources (indicate

budget heading) -

TOTAL '

10.:3  Increase in other operatiohal expenditure arising from the operation
(ecus)

Budget' heading (number and | Amounts |Method of calculation

title B | | , . : _
|A1178/A238 - technical| | 54 000| Additional appropriations to be managed by the offices

assistance N : . assisting the Commission for the three programmes

A1300 - missions 9 000|1 mission per year for each of the three programmes
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A2500 - meetings

30 000

Participation by a representative of Cyprus in three
annual meetings for each of the three programmes

A2510 - compulsory meetings

141 000

Cost of the additional presence of the representatives of
Cyprus, based on the EUR15 budget needed for 1996

Total

234 000

This expenditure is to be covered by Cyprus's contribution.
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