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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

On 12 March 1997 the Commission adopted a proposal for a Council Decision concerning a 
multiannual programme· for the promotion of. renewable energy sources in the Community 
. (Altener II). The proposal is based on Article 130(s) of the Treaty which provides for t:l;te co-

.. operation 'procedure with the European !>arliament. On 6 November 1997 the Parliament gave 
its opinion on the first reading. 24 amendments were voted and accepted. · 

The princip~l preeceupations -of the P~rliament matched those of the Commission._ Of th~ :24 
amendments proposed, the Commissio1;1 acceptect severi in. their entirety and ten with re-
wording.· ' · 

Seven amendments have not 6~ accepted, and one only partially (amendment n°20), by the 
Commission for the following reasons: . 

- amendment n° 1 ., 
It is inappropriate to refer to a publication of conference proceedings iri a -legal text. 

-amendment n° 3 
idem_ 

- amendment n° 4 . . . _ . _ . . . _ 

1".' 

The question of taking. ao;:ount of indirect costs in tariff calculation falls within the· scope not 
ofthisprogranune but rather ofthe proposals on a C<immlJility strategy for Renewables which 
the Commission Will be presenting separately to Parliament and Council. 

- amendmentn° 14 ' ' ' ' ' '' 
-The amount of financing Will be .d~ded in accordance with the- normaL budgetary proceciure, 
during which the budgetary authorities take .all relevant aspects into account, including 
questions concerning Renewables as well as greenhouse gases. . . 

' - ' -

-amendment n° 20 
The concepts included in. indents 3, 4, and 5 are implicit in the first and third as originally 
drafted, -

·- amendmenth0 24 
Reporting, procedure is already stipulated in art. 6. ·· · 

'-amendment n6 26-
The Cormtology-rules ~relaid down formally and this text should n'ot provide otherwise.· 

- amendment n° 27 
idem 

. The Council is requested .to adopt its common position on the basis of tht'} attached amended 
proposaL - · 

1 .. 



PROPOSAL FORACOUNCIL 
PECISION 

concerning a multia~nual programme for the 
promotion of 
~enewable energy sources ii1 the Community 

- AL TENER II -

AMENDED PROPOSAL FOR A 
COUNCIL DECISION 

concerning a multiannual programme for the 
promotion of -
renewable energy sources in the Community 

- AL TENER II -

THE .COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION, UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the 
European Corl}munity, and in particular 
Article 130s ( 1) thereof, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the 
European Community, ahd in particular . 
Article 130s ( 1) thereof, 

Having regard to . the proposal from the . Having regard to . the proposal from the 
Cominission, · Commission, 

Having regard . to the opm10n 
Economic and Social Committee, 

' . 

of the Havi_ng regard to ·the opinio11 of the · 
Economic and Social Committee, 

Having regard to the opinion of the Having regard to · the opinion of the 
Cori1mittee of the· Regions, Committee of the Regio!"'s, 

·Acting in accordance with the procedure 
provided for in Article 189c ofthe Treaty, in 
cooperation with the European Parliament, 

Acting in accordance with the procedure 
provided for in Article 189c of the Treaty, in 
cooperation with the European Parliament, 

I. 

2. 

Whereas Article 130r of the Treaty 1. 
lays down that-.one· ofthe objectives 
of the C01mminity action is to ensure 
pmdent and rational utilisation of 
natural resources; 

. Whereas Article 129 of the Treaty 2. 
lays down that health protection 

. requirements shall form a constituent 
pa11 of C<?mmunity's other policies; 

·whereas the Altener programme 
contributes to health protection; 

1 a 

Whereas Article 130r of the Tr~aty 
lays down thar one of the objectives 
of the Community action is to ensure 
prudent and rational utilisation of 

·natural resources; 

Whereas Article 129 of the Treaty 
lays down that health protection 
requirements shall fonn a constituent 
part of Community's. other policies; 
whereas the Altener programme 

· contributes to health protection; ·. 



.3. 

4 

5. 

6. 

-.~ 7. 

W~ereas, at its ·meeting on . 29 3: 
Octob.er 1990, the Council 
announced its objective of stabilizing 
total C02 .emissions by 2000 at the 
1990 levd. in the .Community· as a· 
whole; -

Whereas . a mechani~m for 4 .. 
monitoring C02 t and .other 
greenhouse gas - emissions was 
established by · Council Decision 
93/389/EEC~ 

Whereas C02 emissions· from energy 5. 
. . consumption in the Community are . 

likely · to increase by ·. about 3% 
between 1995 and 2000, assuming 
. normal economic growth~ whereas it 
is, therefore, essential . to . adopt 
additional measures; 

Whereas, at its meeting ·on 25,..26 6. 
Jun~ 1 ~96, the Council noted that in ' "' 
.the· . framework of negotiatio11s 
seeking a protocol according to the 
Berlin Mandate, · the · Second 

-Assessment Report - of the 
-Intergovernmental Panel on-Climate 
Change (IPCC) had·· concluded. that 
the-balance of evidence suggests that 
there is a discernible human influence · 
on :global climate change . and had 

. stressed the need for urgent action at 
· the :widest possible level, noted. th,at 
· significant "ncH'egrets" opportunities 

were available and requested the: 
Commission to identify · · which 
measures have to' · be taken ··at 

· Community lever; 

. Whereas with the Gree11 Paper of 11 7. 
January 1995 andthe White Pa·per of · 
13 December .1995 the Comrnission 

· comn'l4nicate.d · to _ the ·European 
Parliament and the Council its views ' 

' on the future of energy policy in the 
Community and on the role that 
renewable · energ~ · sources should 

2 

· Whereas, at. its, rneeting on 29 
October ·. 1990; the Council. 

' announced its objective of stabilizing . 
total C02 emissions by 2000 at the· 
1990 level. m the Community as a 
whole; 

Whereas a mechanistn .for 
monitoring <:;02 . and · . other 
greenhouse gas emissi(;ms- ·'was 

. established . by Counc:il J.)eclsion . 
93/3 8 9iEEC \ 

Whereas C02 emissions from. energy.· . 

consumption in the Conimunity are 
likely. to ·· incr,ease by about 3% 
between 1995 and 2000,. .. assuming 
normal economic growth; whereas it. 

. is, · therefore, essential to adopt · 
additional measures; · 

Whereas, at its nieetipg on 25-:26 
June ·1996, the Council noted that in. ~ 

the . framewQrk of . negotiations 
seeking ·a protocol according to the · 
Berlin . Mandate, the. _·second 

. Assessment . Report of ··the 
Intergovernmenta! Panef on· Climate 

. Change '(IPCC) had concluded that 
the balance df evidence suggests that 
there is a: discer~ible human influence 
_on ·global climat~ change .. ·and· had 
stressed the need for urgent aCtion at 
~he widest ·possible)evel, noted that 
significant ~·no-regrets" opportunities 
were - available. and requested ~he 
Commission ·to · identify. ..yhich 
n1easures ·. have . to · be . ·~aken · at 

. Gommunity level; . · · 

· Where~s with the Green Papei· of I I 2 . . . . . 
January 1995 and the White. Paper 

. 3. 
· of l3 December . 1995 the 

Commission eomlYitlllic'ated to the 
European Parliament atid the Co1,.1:ncil 
its· views on the· ·rutt;re of en~rgy 

· . policy in the Community: ahd on tb_e 
role that renewable energy sources 



8. 

9. 

.:.. ·-

11. 

play; snould play; 

-
Whereas in its resolution of 4 July 8. · 
1996 the European Parliament ·calls 

Whereas in its resolution of 4 July 
19964 the European Parliament calls 
.on the Com111ission to implement a 
Comrimnity ·action plan to promote 
renewable energy sources; 

on. the ·commission to implement a 
_Community. action plan to. promote 
renewable energy sources; 

Whereas with the Green Paper of 20 
_November 199.6, Energy for ·the 
Future~ Renewable.. sources of 
energy~ the Commission started a 

. process to· develop and further 
implementation of a Community 
strategy -and an .action plan on 
renewable energy so.urces (RES);· 

Whereas. m its . resolution of ·14 
November 1996. on the White.Paper 
of the Commission> ·~An energy 
policy for the 'European Union" the 
Etfropean · Parliament calls dn the 
Commission to ; establish· a financial . . 

prosramme. aimed · at 'prompting 
sustainable energy; : 

Whereas Article 130a pf the Treaty 
provides that the Community shall 

· develop and pursu·e its ~ actions 
leading ·to" the strengthening of_.its 
economic and /social cohesion and 
·that, m particular, it shall · aim ·at 
reducing disparities ~between the 
various regions af!d especially the 

· backwardness of the least-fav.oured . -
. regions; where~s those actions cover 
inter clfi(l the energy sector; 

9. 

10 .. 

Whereas with the Green Paper of 20 
. . 5. 

November· 1996 , · Energy for . the 
Future·:. Renewable sources of 
energy, 'the .Commission started a 
process to develop and . further 
implementation ·of a ·community 
strategy and· an action plan on 
renewable energy s~urces (RES); 

Whereas m its resolution of ·14 
Nove111ber 1?966 on-the White Paper 
. of the. ComlJliSsion II An energy 
. policy for the European Union" the 
European .Parliam.ent ·calls on the 
Commission to establish a financial 
programme aimed at promoting 
sustainable energy; whereas, m its 
resolution 'of 15 May 19977 on the 
communication from · the 
Commission on · Energy for the 
Future: Renewable Sources of · · 
Energy Green Paper ·· for a 
Community Strat~gy, the ·European 
Parliament considers ·. that it · 1s 
. essential to adopt as soon as possible 
a ~ strengthened Altener · II 
programme; 

II.· ··Whereas Article: l30a ofihe Treaty 
provides that the Corrimunity shall 
develop and· pursue its : actions 
leading to the strengthening. of its 
economic and social cohesion and 
that, in ·particular, . if shall ann at 
reducing disparities between the 
various .. regions . and ·especially the 
backwardness of the ieast-favoured 
regions; whereas those actions cover 
intei·.a/ia the ~nergy sector; 

3 



12. Whereas by Decision 93/500/EEC 
'· 

13. 

-14. 

the Cou~cil adopted a ·Community 
prograinme for the promotion of 
renewable energy sources 
'AL T~NER' aimed at reducing C02 
emissions ·by ·increasing the market 
share of renewable energy sources 
and its contribution to overall 

.. primary energy production in -the 
Corillnunity;· whereas that 
programme ends on 31 December 
1997~ .. 

. W-hereas · the Community · has 
recognised that the AL TENER 
programme represents an important 
element _of the Community strategy 

· for reducing C02 emissions~ 

Whereas European Parliament and 
Council D_ecision 111 0/94/EC, as 
amended by · Decision · No 
616/96/EC, has established a fourth 
framework programme for research, 
technological' development . and 
demonstration projects~ · whereas 
policy in.· the (teld of _renewable 
energy sources · is an·· important 
instrument for the use and 
promotion of the new . energy· 
technologies.. that. the . framework 

· programme will develop~ whereas-
· the AL TENER II· programme is. an· 
instrument which ~omplements that 
programme; 

12. Whereas by Decision 93/5-00/EEC11 

the Council adopted a Community 
program:ine · for the promotion . ·of 
·renewable , energy - sources 
'AL TENER' aimed at r~ducing C02 

· . emissions by increasing the·· market 
. share of renewable energy . sources 
and · its contribution to overall 
primary energy production in the 
Community; whenia~ . _ . that .. 
programme· ends on- 31 . December 
1997~ .. 

13. Whereas . the . Cqm~unity has ·· 
recognise,d . that the AL TENER 

· ·.programme represents an important . 
element of the Community strategy . 
for reducing C02 emissi~:ms; -

14. Whereas European Parliament and 
Council .Decision ll10/94/EC9

, as 
amended by - Decision No 
616/96/EC10

, ·has established a . '. . . 

. fourth framework programme for 
research, technological development 

· ·· and demonstration projects; _ 
· wherea~ policy in . the field of . 
renewable energy · sources -is an 
important instrument for the use and 
pro-motion of the· , new energy 

· · technologies that die framewo* 
programme will develop; whereas 
the AL TENER II programme is an 
instrument which complements that 
programrrie;· 

14a Whereas. furthermore. ihe "Fifth 
. Framework Programme of Research.· 
Technological ··Development and 
Demonstration should devote special_ -
attention ·to ·energy and·. whereas 
Altener ·II should · again . be an 
important complementary instrument 

. to this programme; 

14b Whereas renewable energy sources 
are an important energy source for 
the Com~~unity with considerable 

4 



is. 

16. 

17. 

commercial potential and · whereas 
their development should therefore be 
supported through a speCific strategy. 
and targeted actions· to make them 
both viable arid competitive and thus 
create a favourable environment for· 
investment; 

Whereas the increased use of 15. 
ienewable energy sources will have. 

Whereas the increased use of 
renewable energy_ sources will have 
a . positive effect both on the 
environment· and on · security of· 
energ:y supplies; whereas only the 
free. and large-scale development of 
renewable energy sources will.make 

a positive effect both on· the 
environment and on security of 
energy supplies; : whereas a high. 
degree of international co-operation 
is desirable to . achieve the best 
results; . it possible fully to exploit their 

economic and employment potential; 
whereas · a high ·degree of 
interna~ional co-operation is 
desirable to achieve the best results; · 

Whereas a strengthened AL TENER 16. 
II programme represents an essential 
instrument · for developing the 
potential ·._of renewable energy 
·sources; 

Whereas a strengthened AL TENER 
II programme represents an essential 
instrument for developing the 
potential of renewable energy 
sources; whereas renewable energy 
sources should account · for a 
·reasonable percentage of . the 
European internal energy market; 

,· 

. . 

16a . Whereas the development of 
renewable· energy sources can help 
create a competitive energy ·system 
for the whole of Europe and 
develop . a European renewable 
e"nergy sources industry. with vast 
opportunities for . the . export of 
know-how and for investment in 
third countries involving Community 
participation; · 

Whereas in implementing the 17 .. Whereas · in implementing the 
programme, t~ere should be close · 
co-operation with other Community 
aCtions · and programmes also 
concerned with · promoting 
renewable energy sources; 

·programme, there should be close 
co-operation with other Community , 
actions and programmes also 
concerned with promoting 
renewable energy sources; 

5 



18. · Whereas it IS politically and 18. 
economically desirable to open the 
AL TENER II programme to ·the 
associated · Central and Eastern 
European countries . in accordance 
with the conclusions' of the 
European Council meeting · m 
Copenhagen on 21 and· 22 June 
1993, and as outlined m .the 
communication on . this subject 
presented to the Council by the 
Commission in May 1994, and also -
to Cyprus; 

Whereas it IS politically and 
economically desirable to open the 
AL TENER II programme to the 
associated Central and Eastern 
E.uropeim countries m accordance 
with the conclusions of the 
European Council meeting m 
Copenhagen . on 21 and 22 June 
1993, and as outlined m the . 
communication on this · subject 

. presented to · the Council by the 
Commission· in May 1994, and also 
to Cyprus; 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

l. 

Article 1 

A five-year programme of measures 1: 
and actions· to promote renewable 
energy sources in the Community, 
called AL TENER · II, hereinafter 
referred to as 'the programme' 1s 
hereby established 

The objectives of this programme shall 
be to: 

(a) help create the necessary 
conditions for the implementation 
of a Community' action plan for 
renewable energy sources, and in 
particular the legal, socio-
economic and administrative. 
conditions, imd to 

(b) encourage private. and · public 
investments in the production and · 
use of energy from renewable 
sources. 

The objectives contribute to achieving 
the overall Community objectives and 
concei'ns of limiting C02 emissions; 
increasing the share of renewable 
energy sources ii1 the energy balance; 
reducing · energy impo11 dependence, 

·6 

Article 1 

A five-year programme of measures 
and . actions to promote TenewabJe 
energy sources in the Corrimunity, 

· called AL TENER · · II, hereinafter 
referred to as 'the ·programme' IS 

hereby established 

The objectives of this programme shall 
be to:· · 

(a) help create the necessary 
- conditions for the implementation . 

of a Community action plan for 
renewable energy_ sources, and in 
particular the legal, · socio-
economic· and administrative 
conditions, and to 

(b) encourage private and public 
investments in the, production and 
use of energy from renewable 
sources. 

The objectives contribute to achieving 
the overall Community objectives and 
concerns·· of li!'niting C02 emissions, 
increasing. the share of renewable 
energy sources in ·the energy balance 
111 accordance with the Community 

' . 



2. 

3.· 

l. 

(a) 

(b) 

ensuring the security of energy supply, 
afltl fostering economic development, 
economi~ ·and· social cohesion and 
regional and local development. 

Community financial support·. shall· be 2. 
granted under the programme for 
actions meeting the objectives set out 
in paragraph 1. 

The annual appropriations for the 3. 
implementation of the programme 
shall be authorised by the budget 
authority within the limits of the 
financial perspectives. 

Article 2 

The following actions and measures 1. 
relating to renewable energy sources 
shall be . financed under the 
programm~: . 
studies and other actions, intended to (a) 
implement and complement 
Community measures taken to develop 
the potential of renewable energy 
sources. These include the 
development of sectoral and market 
strategies, the development of norms 
and standards, · grs>uped procurement 
and the an<1;lysis of the legal, socio
economic _ and administrative 
conditions which are more favourable 
to the market penetration of renewable 
energies and the preparation · of 

. appropriate legislation; 

pilot actions. aimed at creating or (b) 
extending infrastructures and 
instruments for the developmei1t of 
renewable energy sources in:. 

7 

Strategy for renewable energy 
sources. reducing energy _import 
dependence, ensuring the security of 
energy supply, fostering economic 
development, economic and social 
c.ohesion and · regional - and local 
development, creating new jobs and 
promoting European industry. 

Community financial support shall be 
granted under the programme for 
actions meeting the objectives set out 
in paragraph 1 .. 

The annual appropriations for the 
implementation . of the programme 
shall be authorised : by the budget 
authority within the limits of the 
financial perspectives. 

Article 2 

The following. actions and mea.sures 
relating to renewable energy sources 
shall · . be financed under the 
programme: 

studies and other. actions, intended to 
implement and complement 
Community measures taken to develop 
the potential of renewable energy 
sources. · These include the 
development of sectoral and market 
stra~egies, the development of norms 
and standards,. -gr~mped procurement, 
comparative · . .studies of · the 
environmental impact· and long-term 
costs arid benefits, and the analysis of 
the legal, socio-economic and 
administrative. conditions which are 
more favourable· to the market 
penetration of renewable energies and 
the . preparation of appropriate 
legislation; 

piiot actions aimed at creating or 
extending. infrastructures and 
instruments for the ·development of 

. renewable energy sources in: 



(c) 

local and regional planning, 
- the tools. for planning, design and 
evaluation, 

new financial and · market 
·instruments? 

information, 
education and training; 

measures proposed by the Commission (c) 
to - encourage the exchange . of 
experience and know-how aimed at 
improving co-ordination· between 
international, . Community, national, . 
regional and .local activities; 
establishment of a centralised system 
for collecting, pnontlSlng and 
circulating information and. krtow.-how 
on renewable energy sources; 

· - local and regional planning, 
- the tools for . planning, design and 
evaiuation, 

new financial and . market 
· . instruments, 

~ 

information, 
- education and training; 

measures to encourage the exchange 
of experience and know-how aimed at 
improving co""ordination between 
int~rnational, Community, national, 
regional and local actlvttles; 
establishment of a centralised system 
for collecting, pnontlsmg and 
circulating information and know-how . 
on renewable energy sources; 

(d) measures to encourage the exchange (d) Deleted 
· of. experienc~ · · and know how, 
proposed by an entity other than the 
Commission; 

(e) . targeted actions facilitating the market 
penetration of renewably - energy 
sources and encouraging investment, 
by assisting the preparation ana . 
presentation of ··implementation 
projects·. , . 

(f) actions intended to·: 

monitor the in'lplementatioi1 of the 
Community strategy and action 
plan for the developm.ent ·of 
renewable energy sources; 

- ·support tmttattves taken in 
implen1enting the action plan, 
particularly . with a view to 

. promoting better co:.ordifiation ,and 
greater synergy between· actions, 
ffiBlttdtng all Comm~ 

(e) targeted actions facilitating the market · 
penetration of renewable · energy 
sources and related know-how 
supporting the transition between 
demonstration and commercialisation 
and encouraging investment, by 

· C~.ssisting the . preparation and 
presentation · of implementation 
projects. 

(f) · actions intended to: . 

. 8 

monitor the implementation of the 
Community strategy and action· · 
plan for. the development of 
renewable energy sources;· 

- .. support tmttattves taken m 
implerrienting the action plan, 
particularly with a view to 

. promoting better co-ordination. a·i1d · 
greater· synergy between actions, 

· such as . those· funded by . the 



2. 

activities; 

monitor the progress achieved· by
the Community and its Member 
States. with regard to the 
de~elopment of renewable energy 
sources; 
evaluate the impact and cost 
effectiveness of measures 
undertaken under this programme. 
This evaluation will also take into 
account the environmental · and 
social aspects. 

The aim of the targeted actions 2. 
referred to in point (e) of paragraph 1 
IS to facilitate_· and accelerate 
investment. in new operational 
capacity for the production of energy 
from renewable sources by providing 
financial support in order. to reduce 
the peripheral and service costs of 
renewable energy projects, and thus 
overcome the non techniCal obstacles 
present 

This action shall promote, inter alia; 
access to specialised advice, analysis 
of market prospects, choice of 
location of projects, application for 
construction and operation permits, 
establishment of financing plan, 
preparation of calls for tender,. training 
of operators, and plant commissioning. 

The targeted actions will concern 
projects carried out in the following 
areas: 

· - biomass, including energy crops, fire . 
wood, residues from forestry and 
agriculture, inunicipal waste, liquid 
biofuels and biogas, 
- thermal and photovoltaic solar 
systems, 
- passive and active solar systems in 

Community. including the 
European Investment Bank. 

- monitor the progress achieved by 
the Community and its · Member 
States with regard to, the 
development of renewabl~ energy 
sources; 
evaluate the impact and cost 
effectiveness of measures 
undertaken under this programme. 
This evaluation will also take into 
account the environmental and 
social aspects, including job 
creation. 

The aim of the targeted actions 
referred to in point (e) ofparagraph 1 
IS to . · facilitate and accelerate 
investment in new operational 
capacity for the production of energy 
from renewable sources by providing 
financial support in order to reduce 
the peripheral and service costs of 
renewable energy projects, and thus 
overcome the non technical obstacles 
present 

This . action shall promote, with 
particular reference to SMEs, inter 
alia; access to specialised · advice, 
analysis of market prospects, choice of 
location of projects, application for 
construction and operation permits, 
establishment of financing plan, 
preparation ofcalls for tender, trainjng 
of operators, an_9 plant com~is.siQning. 

The targeted actions will concern 
projects carried out _in the following 
areas: 

- biomass, including energy crops, fire 
wood, residues from forestry and 
agriculture,_ non-recyclable municipal 
waste, liquid biofuels and' biogas, 

· thermal and. photovoltaic solar 
systems, 
- 'passive' and active solar systems in 



buildings, _ _ . buildings, _ _ 
. - small scale ( <. ro MW) hydroelectric 

projects, · 
- small scale(< 10 MW) hydroelectric· 

· projects, · 

-wind power, 
.:. geothermal energy; 

- wind po't'er, 
-geothermal en~rgy; • 

Article 3 _ Article 3 

-
1. All costs· relating to· the actions and 1. All c~sts · relating to the ·-actions and · 

measures ref~rred io in,points (a J, (c) 
·and (f) of Article 2( 1) shall be borne 
by the Community. · · -

measures referred to in points _(a), (c) _ 
and (f) of Article 2(1) shall be borne 

-by the Community. - · 

' 
2. · . The level of fUnding under this · 2~ · · The level · of funding -under this 

- programme for the actions and - programme for the . actions and 
mea.Sures ·referred to in points (b) ftftEl · measures referred to in point (b) of 
-~ of Article 2(1) may not exceed Article 2(1} may not exceed 50% of_ 
50%. of their total cost, the bala.nce their total cost, ' the-. balance being . 

. being made up fro~ either public or made up froin either_ public or private 
_ private sources or a combina~ion of sources or a combination ·ofthe two. 

the two. 

· 3. The level of funding under this . 3. 
programme for the actions and 

. . ' . . 

The level of funding under ·- this 
. programme for the actions and 
measures referred to in Article 2( e) 
shall be established annually · for each 
of the_ targeted acti~ns in accordance 
with Article 4.(2). · 

J . 

, · measures referred to in Article 2( e) 
shall be established annually for each
of the . targeted actions- in accordance 
with Article 4.(7). 

Article 4 · · 

The Commission shall _be responsible 1. 
for the implementation of the 
programme. 

· 2. The conditions and· guideline~ -2. 
applicable to ·funding for the actions 

. and measures referred to in ArtiCle. 2 
. ( 1) shall be defined annually, regard 

being had to:_ 

(a) the · priorities -set out __ by the 
. · Community- and the Member States 

in their programmes for the 
promotion of renewable energy 
sources; 

10 

Article 4 

The Commission shall be responsible 
for the implementation of the 
programme. 

The conditions and guidelines
applicable to . funding for the . actions 
and measures referred to in Article 2 
( 1) · shall be defined annually, regard 
being had to:, 

(a) . the priorities.· set out by the 
Community· and the Mem_ber States 

· m their · programmes for the 
promotion of renewable energy 
sources; 



(b) criteria relating to the profitability 
and development potential of 
renewable energy sources and their 
effects · on employme(lt and the · 
environment, iJ? particular the 
·reduction of C02 emissions; 

(c) 'for th.e actions refe~ed to in point 
(e) of Articie 2 ( 1 ), ·the _relative cost 
or'the assistance, the new production 
ca'pacity expecte_d· to arise. and . the 
extent of transregional: . ·and /or 
t~ansnational benefit~ 

(d) the principles established ih Article . 
92 of the Treaty and the relevant · 
C9inmunity guidelines on State· aid 
fo_r environmental protection,. 

The Committee referred to in Article 5 
shall assist the Col:llqtissiori. in defining 
these conditions and guidelines. 

Article 5 

The Commission shall be assisted by an 
advisory committee composed of 
representatives of the Member States and 
chaired by the representative . _of the 
Commission. 

(b) criteria relating to the profitability 
and development potential of 

· renewable. energy sources and their · 
effects on . employment. and the 
environment, · in . ·particular the 
reduction of C02 emissions; 

(c) for the actions referred to in point 
(e) of Article 2 (1), the· relative cost · 
of the · assistance, the long-term· 
·commercial viability, the new 
production capac'ity expected. to arise 
and the extent.oftransregional and ior 
transnational benefit 

(d) the principles established in Arti~le 
. 92 of the Treaty and the relevant 
Community guidelines on State aid 
for environmental protection. 

The Committee referred to in Article 5 
shall assist the Commiss.ion in defining 
these conditions arid-guidelines. 

Article 5 

The Commission shall ·be assisted by an 
advisory committee composed of 
representatives of the Member States and 
chaired by the representative of the ' 
Commission: 

The representative of the Commission shall The representative of the Commission shall 
. submit '.to . the committee a draft of the submit to the committee a draft of the 

. ' 
measures to be taken. The committee shall 
delive~ its opinion on the' draft within a tim~ 

. limit which the chairman . may_ lay down 
according to the ur~ency of the matter> if 
necessa·ry by taking a vote. 

measures to be taken. The committee shall 
deliver its opinion on the draft: within a time 
.limit which· the chairman n1ay .. iay down 
according to· the urgency of the matter, if 
necessary by taking a vote. 

The opinion s_ha11 be recorded · in the The optmon shall be · recorded in the 
minutes:· in addition, each Member State·· mi.nutes: in addition, each Member State 
shall have the .. right to ask to have its shall have the right to ask to have its 
position recorded in the rninutes: .. position recorded in the minut'~s.' 

· The Commission shall take the utmost The. Commission- shall take ·the utmost 
account of the· opinion delivered by · the account of the opinion· delivered by the 
committee. It shall inform the committee of committee. It shall inform the committee of 
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the manner in which its opinion has been the manner m which its opm10n has beyn, . 
taken Into account. 'taken Into account. -- · 

Articl.e 6 Article 6 

f. During the cour~e of the second year of 1. During the course of the second year of 
the programme, the Commission shall · the -programme, the Commission. shall 
present a report · to the ~uropean · present a report . to the Europi'at;t 

. :Parliament, . the· Council, the Economic Parliament, the Council, the 'Economic 
and Social Committee and the Committee and Social Committee and the Commit~~e 
of the R~gions, on the measures taken to·. . of the Regions, on the measures takeri )o 

· promote renewable energy sources at the promote ren~wable energy sources a((he 
level of the Community . and . of the level of the Community ~and of the 

· Member States, with· reference in Member ·States, with . reference in 
particular to_ the objectiyes set out in ·particular to the objectives set out . in: 
Article 1. · · This report . shall be Article 1. ·This . report shall · be 
accompanied by proposals · for any accompanied· by proposais .for iiny 
amendments to the programme which amendments to the programme whi~h· 
may be necessary in the light of those may be necessary in the ' light ' of th~s~ 
results. results. 

. ·": . - .: r.' .. 
2. On. expiry of the programme, the. -2. ·On· expiry of the· -programme, . !P~ · 

Co_mmission shall .. assess the results Commission shall assess the result's; 
-obtained from the application of this obtained from the application of this 
Decision and the consistency· of national . Decision and· the consistency of national 
and Community actions .. it shall present a and Community actions, It shall present a 
report thereon· to the . Eur~pean · . r~port thereon . . to . the European 
Parliament, the. Council, • the Economic Parliament, the Council, the· Economic 
and Social Committee and the Committee and Social Committee and the Committee . 
of theRe~io~s. . of the Regions. ' · · · ... ,_- .. 

·,. 

Article 7 Article 7 

• J ; • i:.~ ; 
This programme shall be open to This program~e shall be ·open to . 
participatior:t · by associated · Central and participation by associated Central and ... 
Eastern European· Countries (CEECs) in· Eastern European Countries (CEECs): ,in .. 
accordance with the conditions, including · (!.Ccordance -with the conditions,' includii1g · · 
financial provisions, laid· down . in . · the financial provisions, laid . down in the. . 

. . . ~ . . l . ~.1 ' • 

additional protocols to the Association additional protocols · to the Association 
Agreements · or m the Association Ag~e~ments or in the Associati~H : 
Agreements . th~mselves, . relating · to Agreements. ··themselves, relating ·to, :: 
-participation in -Community· programmes. participation in Community programmes. , 

·~ , .... J 1. 

This programme shall .. be open . to .This programme shall . ·be open .. to 
participation by Cyprus on the basis of participation by Cyprus on. the basis ''c)[ . 
additional appropriations under the same 'additional appropriations under the san;·e· .. 
rules as - those ·applied to EFT NEEA rules . as · those applied to EFT NE~A 
countries, in accordance with procedures to countries, ·in accordance yvith procedures t;Q.

2 
be agreed with this. country. be agreed with this country. , . .. 

J.2· 

,-



ArtiCle 8 Article 8 

This Decision shall apply from 1 January This DeCision shall apply from 1 January 
1998 to 31 December 2002. 1998 to 31 D~cember 2002. 

· Article 9 Article 9 

This Decision is addressed to the Member This Decision is addressed to the Member · 
States. States. 

2 
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