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COMMUNICATION TO THE COUNCIL

1. At the 453rd meeting of the Council of 16 May the Commission

submitted to the Council a proposal concerning the conservation
of the stocks of herring in waters under the jurisdiction of

Member States (doc. COM (77) 194%).

e In the cdurse of this session the Council decided to continue
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- have the effect of delaying for seve.al years any replenishment

. it can support a viable fishery, it is imperative that all directed'
‘figheries on it are prohibited immediately." '
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-advice given on previous occasions that if the North Sea herring

the ban on herring fishing in the North Sea ungil June with the

exception of a specific allocation to the Netherlands (1.500 tons);

to ban herring fishing in the Vest of Scotland region during Jurc,
and to reexamine! bvefore the end of "~ % June the measures propo=

sed by the Commission for application from July.

In this context, it is proposed to the Council to reeigmine these
problems on the basis of the Commission proposal COM (77) 194
presented on the 16 of May, but taking into account the latest
available scientific advice.

This leads the Commission to pfopose the following amendments in

annex Ito this communication :

- reduction by 40 % of the quotas for the West of Scotland stock
(VI a) ‘

« a ban on fishing for herring within 12 miles of the east coast
qf Northern Ireland and Ireland between 53° 20' N and 54° 4O' N

« g ban on fishing for herring for seven weeks beginning on the
1st of October 1977, in the parts of the Irish Sea where a simiw
lar measure has been applied by the Governments of the UK ang of
the Isle of Man during last year. :

In the North Sea, continued fishing wil)l o .
of the stock and could even lead to its extinction.
The ICES liaison Committee, in its latest report of March 1977,

stutes that they '"can only reiterate, even more strongly, the

poyulation is to survive, and be returned to a condition in which
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The Commission must therefore paintain its propegal for a zero
TAC for the year 1977 as the soientifio evidense clearly militaips
in favour of that conolusion and does so algo for the year 1978.

However, the Commission is aware that a compleje ban an herring
fishing in the North Sea for the rest of 1977 and for 1978 would
cause the industry very seriocug problems in a pituation of general

economioc recession,

An examination by the Commissign of the extent ta which the

problems of the processing induysiry could be met by facilitating
its access to herring from outgide the Community, to which there is
no obstacle, suggestis tﬁat the posaibilitiea nevertheless are
extremely limited and the prospect of substituting another species
for processing by the herring industiry such as mackerel seems in the
short term to be economically limited. In view of this situation
the Commission congiders that there should be g complete ban on

direct fishing of juvenile herring in waters coming under the figheries

jurisdiction of any member State; the Commission also suggests

that the fishing industry should examine whether it is possible to
divert herring now;uaed f%; %ﬁ;igééggsumption; apd the Commission
considers that rea?riotions on by-oéfohes‘should;be inoreased where

this is feasible.

These efforts, inoluding the supply to the industyry of catches

from other than the North Sea (e.g. the Baltic Sea, Kattegat,
Skagerak and West of Scotland, etc.), will not satisfy the needs

of the industry which may claim that their needs pan only be

met by some quota from the North Sea stockj but the Commission

must reply to this that any catch from the North Jea stock in 1977
and 1978 will further endanger its survival and that the result in
the best of circumstances will be a very slow rebuilding of the
stock necessitating an extremely strict conservajion and management
policy in the coming years. Taking into consideration the catches
for the first half of 1977, whigh are estimated a} about 32,500 tons
and the necessity not to open up fishing to an exfent which will
mean the extinotion of the stodk only Gery limited quantities = of
the magnitude of perhaps 15,000 tons = could be envisaged for the
rest of the year. ’
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This amali quantity would need to be divided not only among
nember States but also among reoiprocal countries in whose waters
the Community has major fisheries interests. This would cause a
severe problem = a problem which does not arise when there is zoro
TAC as third countries cannot reasonably allege discrimination
against fhem when all traditional fishermen are unable to fish.
The amount left for distribution among the member States, taking
into aoccount that about 6,000 tons is an inevitable by-catch

of industrial fishing, would obviously be virtually nil.

The net result, therefore, of any suggestion to make possible a
catch for the rest of this year of about 15,000 tons is either

to face an insoluble problem on distribution or, when in order

to solve that problem the authorised catoch is raised beyond such
a figure, to bring about the destruction of the North Sea herring

stocke.

Table ITa annexed shows the result if some allocation is made
for all of 1977 to member States and r;ciprocal third countries
proportional to a modified NEAFC key for 1976 and beginning from
the Danish minimal by-catch of 15,000 tons. The total inevitably
reaches about 84,000 tons for the year; it needs also to be noted
that no further catch could be allocated to the United Kingdom
which already has caught more than the 4,500 tons which would be,
on this basis, its quota for the year 1977.

If a further table is made beginning from a presumed catch for
the United Kingdom for the whole year of 8,800 tons the total
figure based on the same NEAFC key reaches about 125,000 tons.







Annex -I-r

Amendments to doc. COM (77) 194

e

.« Yo insert the following additional artiole

o
.

I W

Article s

Fishing for herring is prohibite_d'from 1.741977 until 31,12,1977
within 12 miles from the base line off the east coast of Northern

Ireland and Ireland between 53° 20' N and 54P 40'N.

Fishing for herring in the Irish Sea, division VII a as defined

by ICES, is prohibited from 11041977 wntil 19.11.1977 in the
- gone defined as follpwa 3 '

Waters round the Isle of Man, and between the Isle of Man and

«. the west coast of the United Kin_g;dom. as delimited by a line .

running from CARMEL. HEAD(Apglesey) to the CHICKEN ROCK (Calf of
Man) lighthouse, thence olpckwise round the Isle of Man, (at
‘a distance of 12 miles from the baseline), as for as AYRE POINT

"(Isle of Man), thence eastwyard to SAINT BEES HEAD (United Kingdom!

; .];:I.‘ Replace in Annex I the quota figures for 'thb bprying, West of
. Scotland (VI a) by the following i

e
‘._'v" '

Germany e 3,7

Dermark 1 0,2
France : 1,2
Ireland : 6,4
Netherlands. 3y~-
United

Kingdom . "¢ 39,= -



ANITEXE Tla

Results of Quota calculation for North Sea Herring
' for 1977 (Thousands of Tons)

| based on allocating en annual quota of 15 000 tons to Denmark
(Modified NEAFC Key) |

Country  Quota 77
- B | | 0,7
DK o 15,0
> o N o | 3,8
F | ' : 4,5
NL ) ' _ . 6,2
UK 4,5
EEC sub-Total . 34,7
Faroes . 3,6
Norway - = o : . 11,0
Sweden ' o 1,0
Iceland = . - 34
Finland o 0,5
Third Country’ : ‘ :
Sub Total o o 19,5
Overrun of quotas ‘o
(estimated ) 10,0
Total for . 6442
zone IV and VII 4
Catches in Skagerrak : T
(additional) ik
Actual catches out of North Sea . .
herring stock for zone IV and 31(:1.
VII 4 and III a North . '
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ANNEXE II b

' Results of. quota calculation for North Sea Herring .
' for 1977 (Thousands of Tons)

aseg,on allocating an annual ggota of 8 800 tona to U.K,

(Modified NEAFC Key)

' Country o | Quota 77
B 1,4
DK © 29,5
D T4
P 8,8 .
NL 12,2
11)'4 8,8
EEC sub=Total : - - 68,1
Faroes .‘.“' ‘ o Ty
Norway SRR B 2,6
' Sweden S L L2
Iceland ‘ I ' 6,7
Finland 70,9
Third Cowmntry . R
Sub=Total R . 38,3
Total for
gone IV and VII d 106,4
Catches in Skagerrak ‘
(additional) , 20,
vl Actual catches out of North Soa '
herring stock for zone IV and - 126,4
VII 4 and III and North !
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