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A HISTORY

1

. EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM. .~

thh Drrectwe 84/647/EEC on, the use of vehtcles htred wrthout dnvers for the
carrtage of goods by road', the Councrl rntroduced a certain level of harmomsauon

g in the field of using hired- vehlcles for the carriage of goods by road . The Directive

 (Article 8) requtred the Councﬂ to reexamine the restrictive Articles 3(2) and 4(2) of
the Directive on the basis of a report from the Commrssron accompanted by proposals

: 1f approprlate

The Commrssnon presented this report in 1989 and proposed based on this report, to
delete both the: restrictive clauses of Artlcle 3(2) ‘which.excludes own account from )

- 'the scope of the Dtrectwe and Article 4(2) which gave the - possrblllty to lmpose

. certam TCStI‘lCthﬂS concerrung a_minimum htre pertod

lhe “Council - amended " the Commission proposal and'/adopted- a Directive ..

(90/398/EEC2) which only partly deleted the abové mentioned restrictions -: the

' clause on the minimum hire period was deleted, but the possrbtllty for Member States

_to exclude from the scope of-the Directive own account operatlons carried out by ..
vehlcles with a total perrmssable Iaden wetght of more than 6 tonnes was mamtamed

—

. New Commumty legtslatron in. the fteld of road transport has produced a new market; :
sntuatron in goods transport

- . the Councrl adopted Regulatron 881/92/EEC3 Wthh aboltshes all quantrtatrve

‘ restrrcttons as far as mtra-Commumty road haulage is concerned.

: - | furthermore the Council adopted Regulatron 3118/93/EEC* whrch leads, after

. a transitional period, to a liberalization of cabotage for road haulage, for hlre
o and reward as well as for own account from 1 July 1998.- . :

~ Since 1990, when the last amendment of Dlre'ctlve 84/647/EEC on hired vehicles =
was adopted, the process of reallzmg the internal market for road transport made ’

' 1mportant progress :

s N =
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For these reasons the Commission suggested in its White Paper on the future develop-

-~ ment of the common lransport pohcy (1992), to introduce further harmonisation in - |
- the ﬁeld of hlred vehlcles - :

Bz JUSTIFICATION 'F'OR.'ACTION'AT COMMUNITY LEVEL B

I. Subsidiarity

a) What are “the objectwes of the proposed action in relation to - the Commumty 5
obligations? -

The Commission proposal aims-at pursuing the harmonisation and liberalisation process - .
concerning the ‘use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road -
initiated at Community level. Thereby, it reflects the progress realised in establishing a
common market for road transport.

b) ° Does competence for the planned activity lie solely with Commumly or 1s it shared with
. the ‘Member States ?

The action falls under a shared competence (Article 75.1.d. of the Treaty of Rome)

¢) What is the Community dimension of the problem (for example, how many Member
States are involved and what solution has been used up to now)?

The scope envisaged by this Directive c_oncerns' all Member States. Despite the existence of .
a'Community Directive already foreseeing a minimal harmonisation, differences between the

legislations of the Member States remain. Their restrictions do not allow transport

undertakings to better manage their vehlcle fleets.

d) What is the most effective solution taking into account the means available to the
Commumty and those of the Member States?

The main element of the proposal consists in allowing the hiring of vehicles without drivers
in a Member State other than the one in which the operator is established. It is evrdent that
this aim can only be achieved by action at Community level.

- Com(92) 494 finadl, 2 December‘1992 The future: developmem of the, common
_ transport policy; A global approach to the construction of-a community framework .
for sustainable mobrlrty V, par. 337 and 339 ‘and in annéx - III, la.



N e) What real added value w1ll the actrvrty proposed by the Commxssron provrde and what

~

Nevertheless, the proposal does not,foreseeithe use of hired vehicles to carry out c"abo'ta'ge
operations, which will only be' completely liberalised as from 1.7.1998, owing to the -
discrepancies still existing between the Member States in the field of taxation and technical '

- control. In order to take account of the. dtscrepanmes in the field of taxation, the proposal

allows Member States the possibility to-limit the validity of-the contracts for’ the hiring of
vehicles tocarry out international transport operatrons in any Member State other than the

one in Wthh the lessee is establrshed , . Lo -

would be the cost of mactron"
The Directive will enable undertakings 'to hire vehicles in any Member Staté for-the intra-

. Community carrrage of goods and will eliminate any restrtctlve treatment between ‘own.
-account and h1re or reward transport ' :

lnduron would maintain amﬁcml barrters atfeetmg in a negatrve sense thc produeuvny of

' undertakmgs in the carriage of goods by road, unabhng them to make full use ot the' /
mstluments and ﬂClelll[y net.essary m a llberaltsed t.nvrronment e

) What torms of action are avatlable to the Commumty (recommendatlon tmanCtal o

. support regulatton mutual recogmtxon etc.. )

- The proposal is drawn up as a Directive folIowmg prevrous leglslattve practice ‘in this field.

Neither financial support, nor mutual recognmon would be actlons approprlate to achreve the
goal of Commumty harmomsatlon - . : '

On this occasion,' -rCommtinity ,n_orrns will be recasted into one single text.

~ . :

-g) Isit necéSsary to have a uniform. Regulation or is a Directive setting out the genéral’

objectives sufficient,__leaving the implementation at the level of the Member States? -

For this field, a uniform Regulation is not necessary; a Directive is the adequate legal
instrument providing. the general aims for a minimal harmonisation to be achieved at .
‘Community level, but leaves the implementation of its provisions to the Member States.

II Reasons:for Consolidation
The Parhament the Cornmnssron and the Councrl as regards the smphﬁcatlon and -

transparency of Community Law, - are faced with too many provisions, which have_been
amended on several occasions, often substanttally, and have’ unammously recognised the

B necessrty to follow a working method to provide clarity and transparency- by consolidating' .
.. and recasting. The. conclusrons of the Presrdency of the Edmburgh Councrl have conflrmed B
L thls necessrty S | :
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I11. Economic Advantages of Further Harmonisation

'On the occasion of further amendments, the Commission, - presents a proposal to recast the

Directives (directive 84/647/EEC amended by directive 90/398/ EEC) in force in this area on
the use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road, into one single

‘text. The new text replaces the existing Community norms.

1. The economic arguments in favour of harmonisation and liberalisation of the use of hired
- vehicles for the carriage of goods by road.are the following:

- offering transport operators the choice of vehicles and services best suited to their .
interest; ' '
- lowering the operating costs of transport operators whether operatmg for hire or
~ reward or for own account;
- lettings transport operators. make the best use of factors of productlon and avoids
" tying capital up unnecessarily, in the sense that it is not necessary to invest in.
vehicles which would be under-used. '

2. Short term vehicle hiring is particularly useful in cases of: .

- temporary demand peaks or surges; ‘ o .

- seasonal or unexpected demand; '

- short-lived demand for special types of vehrcles

- replacement of vehicles not avallable because: of breakdowns, maintenance or .

- compulsory roadworthmess tests;

Hiring in other.Member States is particularly useful when:

- a haulier suffers bréakdown on the territory of another Member State and needs
to carry on the load in due time; A
- a haulier can obtain a load for his return trip. but ne@:d's' another or an extra

vehicle to carry it;

3. Inaddition, if own account operators were excluded from hiring vehicles, many indus-
trial consignors might decide to buy their own vehicle fleet. This would remove part
of the ‘market currently taken by hire or reward operators. The present possibility to
exclude-own account transport operations carried out by vehicles with a total permissable
laden weight of more than 6 tonnes leads to the exclusion of an important part ‘of the
OWn account transport market. : , .



C CURRENT SITUATION AND AIM OF THF PROPOSAL
Exrstmg Commumty leglslanon concernmg the use of vehrcles hlred wrthout drlvers for the
R ~_intra-Community - carrlage of ‘goods by road (Councrl Drrecttve 84/64'1/EEC. amended by

. Drrectrve 90/398/EEC) still contains restrlctrons intwo. precrse pomts N

B : "The vehrcles can only be hlred in the Member of establlshment
O D . The Member States may exclude from the scope of the D1rect1ve own account .
S transport operatlons carried out by vehrcles wrth a total perrmssable laden welght .
“of more than 6 tonnes - : :

The present proposal termlnates these two provrslons in that

- it mtroduces the freedom to hire vehlcles in any Member State to carry out
o transport of goods between Member States. However, given the fact that road’
.. transport’ taxation has not yet been sufftcrently harmonised and in order (o avoid -
o, any: fiscal distortion in international road transport, the: valtdlty of the contract for .
- ,[the hiring of vehlcles in' Member States other than the one in- which the lessee is
5. established can be limited. Nevertheless the perlod lrmrtmg the maxrmum' ‘
' '»duratlon of the contract of h1re should not exceed two months ' :

- i no drstmctron is. made between own account and transport for hlre or reward
’ T '.both are subjected to the same crtterla for hlrmg vehrcles :

,Nevertheless the present proposal does not foresee the use of hrred vehrcles for carrymg-
out. cabotage operations, due to discrepancies ‘still existing between Member States_in the -

- field of taxation and technical control. Taking into account the liberalisation of road cabotage .
'-as from 1.7. 1998, ‘this questron will be, one of the sub]ects dealt with in the report on the -~

) 1mplementatron of the new Directive on the use of vehicles hired w1thout drivers for the .
- - carriage of goods by road Wthh the Comm1ss1on w111 present to the Councrl before July o

- D THE ARTICLES

.-’-.f‘The present proposal for a Drrecttve contams a: number of new elements compared w1th .
Z_Drrectrve 84/647/EEC as amended by-— Drrectrve 90/398/EEC and should replace bothv o
_ Drrectlves B

) -'A-rticle 1.

. Artrcle 1. deﬁnes 'vehicle" and “hired v_ehl_clef'.f'l‘_his is th_e "s_ame .defini_tion"as_ in article 1 of
‘,Drrecttve 84/647/I:EC ST T e S ST

0



This article also stipulates that "vehicle taxes” should be understood as the taxes described
in Article 3 of Council Directive 93/8%/EEC of 25 October 1993 on the application by.
~Member States of taxes on certain vehicles used for the camage of goods by road and tolls
and charges for the use of certain infrastructures.® x

Article 2. ,

An undertaklng could, until now, only h1re a-vehicle in the Member State of estabhshment
to carry. out transport between Member States. It is now proposed that it should be p0551ble
" to hire a vehicle in any Member State, not only in the Member State of- establtshment
‘order to reach a flexibility in the hired vehicle regime. Wthh 1s demanded in-the present
liberalised intra- Commumty road transport market :

Article 2 does not prov1de the possibility for haullers to carry out cabotage operations with
a hired vehicle. As this has already been explained, this. restriction is, on the one hand,
~justified by the fact that desplte the initiatives already taken at Commumty level to assure
harmonisation in the fong run, important discrepancies persist between Member States in the
field of taxation as well as in the field of technical control of vehicles. On.the other hand,-
complete liberalisation of road cabotage will only take place as from 1.7. 1998 after a
transmonal period. :

Article 3

It is'proposed to delete the old Article 3 which had an overlapping function with the present
version of Article 2. Nevertheless taking into account the insufficient harmonisation. of road

~ transport taxation and aiming to avoid- any fiscal distortion between international transport -
operations, it is therefore proposed to introduce a new Article 3. This:Article foresees, in
order to avoid the use of hired vehicles on a permanent basis, the possibility for Member.
States to limit the validify of the contract of hire for vehicles hired to carry out international -
transport operations in any Member State other than the one of establishment of the lessee.
‘This restriction in time should be maintained until the taxes. and their rates have been better
harmonised within the European- Union, this question however remains beyond the
framework of the present proposal ' : o o

A’m‘cl'e 4 )

. This article stlpulates that regulatlons of Member States which lay down less restrictive
conditions, shall not be affected It is the same provnslon as in DlIeCthC 84/647/EEC article
4 as amended

¢ . OFNoL279, 12.11.93, p.32.
’ 1
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. _process

-The new Artrcle 5 Iays down that the Dtrectrve shall riot affect the ﬁscal leglslatron in force .

in the Member States, owing to. the fact that the hlred vehrcles are subject to the natlonal\j

: frscal rules applred in the Member State of thelr regrstratron i

_Amcle 6

oo R - . . e -

.NO Cotnments o

) .Aﬁic'ze 7

oL

' ,t':’_ Artlcle 7 strpulates ‘that thls proposal is a- new step forward in'a global perspectlve for the S

' .’;complete lrberahzatlon for I’urmg of vehrcles for ‘the carrlage of goods by road

“In view - of mdmtamlng the process thc Commlssron musl dI‘dW up 4 report on the

,rmplementatlon of the new Dlrectrve before July 1998. Based: upon the- conclusions of this

L report .and on the market situation once cabotage ‘hds been effectively liberalized, the -

iCommrssron will present before JuIy 1999 a proposal to. further advance the llberalrsanon

£

.Amcles 8 9 10 and Il

B ,No comments

_'E INTERESTS FOR EEA
~In accordance w1th Artlcle 99 of the EEA Agreement EFTA countrles were consulted on' .
the proposal - : Lo
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 'THE: COUNCIL. OF THE' EUROPEAN: UNION,

PROPOSAL FOR' A DIRECTIVE

ON THE. USE QF VFHICLES HIRED: WITHOUT: DR}VERS\F@R THE: CARRIAGF
OF G.OBS BY: ROAB '

o~

-' Having regard to the: Treaty establishing. the. Eilitopeanx €ommunity,,. and- irv particular, E

. 'Rnie.re§»7~5§:fﬁerE:0ﬁ;.,

. Having; regérdz“ to: the: proposal: from- the‘:Ci}jmm-issibn:?",

Inicooperation with the: European: Parliament: .

- Having:regard' to: the opinion: of the Economic and: Social Commit:teer.’,.,,.

-

Whereas; for reasons. of ctan'ty and.rationality,. on the occasion of furrher amendments;
Counczl Dtrectzve 84/64 7/EEC of 19 December 1984, on the use of vehicles.hired w:thout

. dnvers for ‘the camage of goods. by road‘ should be: reca.st

Whereas under the. prmczple of subs:dzanty, actton should be. taken at European Umon

N

level’m order that: such’ obstacles be: removed an.a Commumty w:de basis:;

v @JiiNb>€i —
1" @' No:€ ..
¥ OFNo:€". : ’ '
# 0J No-L 335 22:12.1984;, 'p 72. Directive. amended by Dlrectlve

90/398/ EEC’ (OJ No £.202, 3L.7: 1990 p: 46)

v 113..
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' undertakmgs concerned

j-";%erea‘s ihe-’carriage of goods ;'_z'n the Single -Marke.t'should be faczfli‘tated;_ .

Whereas from 2 macroeconomlc pomt of v1ew the use. of hlred vehrcles perm:ts in_

certam srtuatlons an. optlmum altocatlon of resources by hmltmg wasteful productxon

Whereas trom a mlcroeconomlc pomt of view, [hlS pOSSlblllIy brmgs an eiement of

ﬂexxblllty to the orgamzatlon of transport and thus mcreases the productrvrty of the

Whereas it should be posszble for an undertakmg to hzre a vehlcle m any Member S‘tate '

other than the one of establt shment in order to carry out mternanonal transport

**operationis;

Whereas Member States should no longer be permrtted 1o exclude own ace oum ()peratl()m

<arr1ed out by vehtcles wcth a total permzssable [aden wezght oj more than su tonnes fmm :

the scope of zhe Dzrectzve

Whereas D1rect1ve 84/647/EEC contams restrlctlve clauses concernlng the two above '

mentloned pomts whose abol1t10n would allow better ﬁnancral management and cut- the E

costs of hauhers operatmg on thelr own account or for h1re or reward s

Whereas Councd Dtrecttve 93/89/EEC of 25 0ctober 1 993 on'the: applzcatton by Member o

States of taxes on certam vehtcles used for the carrzage of goods by road and tolts and

" charges for the use of certam mfrastructures’ ltsts vehzcle taxes exzstmg in, all Memberf

States' L : oL \ .

5 T OINoL279, 12111993, p.32 <. o .0 e
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- Whereas - roadftransport taxatt'on has not-"ye't been sdﬁ‘iciehtly '<-hdﬂn0nis'ed and, in order

' .to avmd Jiscal a'tstomom in mtemattana! Transpon it is at present preferable to prowde '

the posstbllzty for-the Member States m czrcumstances duly justzﬁed by the requtremem

‘to avoxd the use of hired vehzctes ona permanent basis, to limit to a certain extent the

vahdtry of the contracts for hiring of veh:cles hzred in any Member State other than the '.

one of estabhshment of the le ssee.

- Whereas the: apphcatwn of the current D:recttve should be momtored by’means of:a .

report to be submltted by the Comm:sszon ana‘ any future action in thzs area should be

conszdered in the light of that report ' - :

5 -

aze
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HAS ADOPTED THIS D‘IA'REvCTIVE,'\ |

. A m'_d{ 1

- For thc Purposcs ol this Dn'cc(lvt " o ’_ . E ) 8&/647./EEC

— “vehicle” means a motor vchulc 2 trai'cr, a semi-
trailer. . or .2 combination of vehicles m"ndcd‘i»
cxclusnvcly tor thc camagc of goods.

— ‘hired \chlclc treans any vchicle whlch for remu-

neration and for a determined penod. 15 pu( 9t the

'd:sposzl of an underaking which engages in the . [
carniage of goods by road for hire or rewird or for o
Lits own adcount on the: bavis-of a contract with thi

~un, lrrukmg whuh uuLn the ulmlu J\Ill.ll)'(

: _ .,.i;ehic_lg' ;a}cg&" means 'thq taxes r_éfe_rfed,zo m Article 3 "?f.' .D_‘::" ective 93/89/EEC~

Artacle 2 . .

" Each Member State shall allow the use within its terri:
tory. for the purpoics of taaffic between' Member : o . ‘ ‘

-States, of vehicles hired by undertakings cstabhshcd on N oL ST 84/647/EEC
lhc tcrmon ot :mo(vh—s Mfmbcr State prov-dcd |"1I ' I i NP R .

1 lhr vehicle s regmctcd of put Into uuul:mon in
- comphance with the laws n llu ottes Memher

Sta(c o L ’ ‘ ‘
of h1r1ng’ - . o T
2. the contract relates sold\ 10 the hmng of a vehicle
without a driver and s not accompanied by a
service vontract uomluud \mh the same undet-

'ukmg unqmg darnving © ot accompanying
pcnnnml ' - e

16, L



3. the hired vehicle is at the sole disposal of the 7 -
undertaking using it duing the period of the hire :
contract ;

4. the hired vehicle s dnven by pcrsonncl of the T
* undenaking using it ; : , 84/647/EEC

5. proof of compliance with the above conditions is .
- provided by the following documents, which must -
_be on board the vehicle. o

(3) the contract of hire, or a certified extract from
that contraci giving in pariicular the name of
the lessor, the name cof the lessee, the date and
duration of the contract and the identification
of the vehicle ;

where the drver is not the person hinng the
vehicle, the driver’s employment contract or' a
certified extract “from that contract giving in
particular the name of employer, the name of
the employee and the date and duration of the
employment contract or a recent pay slip!

(5

~—

If need be, the documents referred to in {3) and (b)
may be replaced by an equivalent document issucd
by the competent authorities of the Member State.

ARTICLE3 - - v | ,

X | In circumstances duly justified by-.the requirement to avoid the use of hiret_:lr vehicle; ona
permanent basis, Member States can introduce pfavisions limiting the validity of the contracts
Jor hiring of vehicles hired in other Member State than the one of establishment of the lessee '
to carry out,intemationd transport operations. Thelpén'od restricting the ma.x:mum duration

of the :;'ontracts of hire may not in any case be less than two months. -

. 74



-ARTICLE S _

ARTICLE 6 -~

R .—— pur.a-aﬂd condmons lor the c:rnagc ol goods by.

Ar‘orlt ’

I " This Directive shali not aﬂca the regulznons of a
Member State which Jays down leys fesinctive condi-
-tions for the usc of hired vrhrdts chan those spcc-‘wd
tn Amcles-.l' zad-l‘

[

"W:lhout prqudlcc to r\mclc?’ and-t, hls Dll’t(ll\t

shall not affect the apphcauon of’ |he m.a_mnr-ﬂ-

ouag.: nat1onaL and Commumty rules coqcern1ng :
. ~ the _orgamzauon of the’ market for the camagc h

gwds by road fot hnrc or rcward and own a(cout\(_

" andin pamcular zcccss to the markcl and, in’ pam-

cular, conccnnng quota reslncuons on'road Capau ’

“ts

-toad,

— |hc formauon of hire pnc_cs.-

— the lmpon of vehicles, -

— the condmons govemmg access. to the a_ctivity o
occupauon of toad vchncle lessor. )

user charges

o value added taxes; |

84/64T1EEC

The una'ertakmg lurmg a velucle is not oblzged to regtster it in hzs Member State of eetablzth~

ment
! nor, by consequence to pay. vehtcle taxes whtch are deﬁned in Arttcte I, m its
- Member State

| B4/6LT/EEC .
“(article S)



ARTICLE 7

In view of achieving a mmplete liberalisation of the ase of road lrumport vehtcle» the
A VCommzsuon shall report to the Counc:l bejore I July 1998 on the app[tcatwn af this

Directive.

In the light of the conclusions of n‘us report and of the market situation followmg the
" termination of all quota restrictions 1o carry cabotage, the Commission will present before

| July 1999, a proposal of amendment widening the scope of the Directive.

ARTICLE 8

The Directive 84/647/EEC‘ is hereby repealed, withowt prejudice to the obligation of the
. Member States concerning the deadlines for-transposition into-national law set out in Annex

1, Part B, from the date of entry into for&e of this Directive as laid down in Article 9. -

References to the repealed directive shall be taken as references to this Directive and shall |

be read according to the correlation table set out in Annex I

) including the provisions which amended this Dir -
ective, namel
90/398/EF C. ‘ ety Directive

a4
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ARTICLE' 10

.‘ This Directive 1s addrc-..:se(f.,'_lo |hc,!§i;mt?c( Smrs

| ARTICLE 9

.

Member States shall brtng mto force the law¢ regulatzom ) and admznz vtrattve prowsmn\

- "needed to comply wzth thts Dtrecttve no later than 31 December 1996 T hey shall forthwzth T

-mform the Commzsston thereof

Co 'When the Member States adopt these prowszons these shall contazn a reference 10, thts r
N ’Dtrecttve or shall be accompamed by such reference at the tzme of thetr ojﬁczal publzcatwn

B the procedure for such reference sha[l be adopted by Member Statev ' ;.""j?

' ~T hts Dtrecttve sha[l enter mto force on the twentteth day followmg that of tts pub[tcatton in.

the Ojj‘“ czal Journal of the European Communmev

ARTICLE 11

84/647/EEC'
art1cLe )]

.Doﬁé.,élt BNSSCIS, S o Fq;_,the_,'gouli el | S /l'
ST © TePresident. -



ANNEX 1

"PART A~
Repealed Diljcctives (referred to in Article 8) -
1. 'Directive 84/647/EEC ©_except Atticle 6.

2. Directive 90/398/EEC

PARTB

Deadlines for the transposal into the natibnal législation '

Diréctivc R - . - -Deadlines for the transposal -
© 84/647/EEC (OJ No L 335, 22.12.1984,p. 72)  ° 30 June 1986 '
| 90/398/EEC (OF No L 202, 31.7.1990, p.46) . © . 31 Decembre 1990

e
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT

[

IMPACT OF THE PROPOSAL ON BUSINESSES AND IN PARTICULAR ON SMALL
AND

L

MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES (SMEs)

. Title of the proposal:
~proposal on the use of vehicles hired for the carriage of goods by road.

The Qrogosal

1. In view of the subsidiarity principle, why is Community legislation necessary in this
field and what are its main objectives? : L

Community legislation is needed to introduce harmonisation -in the field of hired,
vehicles. In 19847 a first step was taken towards this harmonisation. In 1990 further '
harmonisation took place, but still. a number of restrictions do exist.
Since 1993 the intra-Community road -transport market is liberalised. In such a
liberalised market more flexibility is needed as far. as concerns the regime for hiring
vehicles: undertakings active in the field of road haulage should have the instruments to.
operate in this liberalised market and thus should be able to hire vehicles in the Member
State where they provide their service and no restrictions should exist based on a
distinction between the different categories of undertakings and vehicles, as is still the
case in the present situation. '

This further harmonisation will increase the flexibility in the transport sector.

The proposal has the fol[owmg major features:

t

it introduces freedom to hlre vchlcles in any of the Membcr States for the- purpose '
of the camagc of goods betwecn Member States. :

- ' no distinction is made bexween own account and transport for hire or reward
both are subjected to the same criteria for hinng vdncles

7 OI NoL 335, 22.12.1984,

P. T2.
S 0JNoL 202, 31.07.90, p. 46.
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=

Impact on busmesse N

2.

= —What size of ﬁrrns'? )

Who wrll be affected bv the nroposal? SR

—Wthh sector of busmesses’ o L

' The Dtrecttve is prtncrpally affectmg the sector dealmg wrth road haulage for htre or-

reward

... There is no dtstmctron between size of firms where it concerns the affectatton Road'

o ’ transport undertakmgs however belong for about 80% to the SME

" -Are there any partlcular gcog,raphtcal areas wrthm the Commumty whcr(, such ftrms are -

- None.

- on investment .and the creation of new ﬁrms"/

o estabhshed"

The proportlon of SME’s m the Southern Member States 1s relattvely tmportant

What steps must-ﬁrms take to comply with the proposal.-. ,

: No steps it only gives them an opportumty to provrde thetr transport servrces in a more »
.ﬂexrble way R

. What 'economtc effects- is the proposal likely to have? =

‘ d - _(. .."~,-’ ’A X - -
., on employment? = ST T

~on the competltlveness of busrnesses”

A more flexible regime in the field of hired vehicles w1|l 1mprove the competmvenessg '

* of road. transport The rationalisation of transport capacrty will increase road- haulage
: efﬁctency, improve vehicle and staff productrvrty, adapt supply to demand and will.
minimise the costs of all operations. This flexibility will also enable: small carriers to - -
) '1mprove their, financial management and reduce their fixed costs by h1r1ng vehicles when

their own are not available or exceptional demand has to be met. Especially now that the -

,' internal transport market has been largely liberalised® demand for hired vehicles will also
- increase. Small ﬁrms w111 get the possrbthty to meet extra temporarily demand by hlnng ‘

VCthlCS

il For road haulage Regulatton 881/92/EEC and
. -3118/93/EEC; .
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5.

6.

Y

Dees the proposal contain any measures intended to take account of the specific snuat:on
of SMEs (reduced or different requ1rements) ‘
No.

- Consultation

List of the organisations which have bcen consulted on the proposal ‘and summary. of
théir main pomts of view: : - '

A consultation meetlng concerning a revision of Directive 84/647/EEC, on the use of
vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road, was held on 6

. September 1993. .The following organisations were present: ECATRA (European Car :

and Truck Rental Association), IRU ( International Road Union), UNICE and the -

EUROPEAN TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION.

_All organisations were in favour of lifting the remaining restrictions on the hiring of
‘'vehicles in any Member_ State other than the one of establishment of the undertaking.
Regarding the existing restrictions on own account transport, a majority of the

organisations requested. to lift them also. However, most of these organisations have

_serious reservations concerning the possibility of hiring vehicles with drivers, which,

according to their point of view, will pose problems in the ficld of social protection.

The Commission has taken into account the opinion of the professiobna'l organisations

‘consulted during the preparation of the new legal text, and has subsequently concentrated

its proposal on the points on which the willingness to act existed, in other words, the .
lifting of the restrictions concerning own account transport and the possibility to hire a

' vehicle in a Member State other than the one of establishment of the undertaking.
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