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Brussels, 12 January 1990
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"The Community: A vital element In any futur European structure"

Mr Bruce MIillan, the European Commissloner for Reglonal Pollcles,
speaking In Belfast on January 11th, 1990, discussed the changes In
Eastern Europe over the last 6 months. These changes have come upon
us at breath-taking speed and call Into question "the assumptlons
which we have made about the conduct of Intra-European affalrs -
whether economlic, political, or concerned with securlity - for the
past 40 years," sald Mr Millan.

Mr Millan, reviewing the Internal and external challenges for the
Communlity In the 1990s emphaslzed the necesslity for careful analysls
and accurate response to developments, the full resuits of which
could not yet be comprehenslively gauged.

"The changes we have seen In Eastern Europe since last summer
require the development of a new form or new forms of relatlonshlip
between the Communlty and those countrles. It Is too early to say
what Mr Gorbachev's "European house" or Mr James Baker’'s "Europe
whole and free" or Preslident MlItterrand’'s "confederatlon" might look
llke. As Jacques Delors sald In an Interview with The !rish Times

last week, we must bulld up these new relatlonships "brick by
brick".

This pragmatic approach must, however, be based on a number of flrm
princliples. The flrst of these Is clearly self-determination. Not
only do we look for the process of change within Eastern Europe to
continue and lead as soon as possible to the establishment of
democratically elected governments. We also regard It as a matter
for those governments to declde the future pattern of thslr
relationships both with their fellow Eastern European countrles and
wlith Western Europe.

A second underlying princlple in our approach Is that pollitical
deveiopment In Eastern Europe must be matchad by economlic
development. Nothing could be more destablilsing In the medlum and
ionger term and more damagling to current sefforts to break down ths
division we have llved wlth for 40 years than a widening gap between
the economlc performances of the two halves of the contlinent. The
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West - not Jjust the Community, but 24 Western Governments - are
already Involved In a coordinated ald effort for Poland and Hungary
which will no doubt soon be extended to other Eastern European

countries. Proposals for A Bank for Reconstructlion and Development
are under actlve dliscusslon. 'Trade concesslons have also been made
and more are In the plpeline. It 1Is Important to help these
countrles establlsh as qulickly as possible an enterprise sector and
the flnanclal and other Institutions necessary to move towards a
more market—-orlented economy. Tralning and technlcal asslistance wlll
obviously be an Important part of what the Community can offer!

A clear attltude towards Germany |Is a third element |In the
Communlity’s approach to recent changes. Once agaln, self-
determlinatlion Is the starting poilnt. As the Community’'s Heads of
state and Government said In the concluslions of thelr meeting In
Strasbourg, the process of reunification "should take place
peacefu!ly and democratlcally, In full respect of the relevant
agreements and treaties and of all the principles defined by the
Helslnk!l final Act In a context of dlalogue and East-West
coonaratlon. It also has to be placed In the perspective of European
Intejration”. This 1list of condlitlons 1Is a reminder of the
senc 'tlvity of this Issue and the diffliculties Involved In unwinding
the rrangements agreed at Yalta and subsequently relnforced by four
decaies of hlstory. These complexlitles should not, however, be
allo 'ed to obscure the fact that If East Germany becomes a pluralist
demo.racy wlth an open economy, the posslibility of membership of the
Commun ity must be open to It.

Having sald that, It seems to me unwise to try to determine In more
detall at this stage what the shape of the "new Europe" will be. The
best thing which the Community can do at present Is to strengthen
Itself as a reference polnt and pole of attractlon for the emerging

democracles |In Eastern Europe. It 1Is not Just as Indlvidual
democracles that the Twelve have exerclsed and wlll contlinue to
exerclse a magnetic effect on thelr nelghbours to the East. It Is

also In the common enterprise they have undertaken In the Community,
and the polltical and economlc cooperation that comes from that.

The Community Is thus under the spotlight. Our response to these
exclting developments - and we must respond - will be closely
watched. But we must not become dazzled by the spotlight and the
excltement. We should not forget that we too have problems to
resolve. There Is understandably some nervousness among the weaker
reglons, sectors and soclal groups wlithin the Communlity that
political attention has been snatched away from them and that the
Eastern European countries wlill compete with them dlrectly for
financlal resources. It Is up to the Community’'s leaders to allay
these concerns. We must help Eastern Europe but that must not be
done at the expense of our own weaker reglons. Otherwise, doubt wlill
be cast on the sollidarity of the Community and It Is only through
solldarlity and a common sense of purpose that the Communlity can
reallise Its ambltions and remain the sound foundatlion of which a new
Europe can be buillt."



